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PREFACE 


T is gckairieligesd dhat: the bsoks or 
the art of delivery are already tn~ 
ereafed to a confiderable number, and that 

fome of them. axe well-written, avbereir 
it appears that it bas been much tmproved 
of late years ; yet, as the followsng fheéts 
are written on a plan of more. extenfive 

Rafe than any of them, we prefume that 

this may ferve as @ fujictent apology for’ 

- the prefent [mall publication: doer af 

at beallo confidered that the fubject there- - 

of 7s of the utmoft importance to the hves: 
of our fellow=-creatures, which confidera~ 
ton; indeed, was our fole inducement 

‘thereto. .To be fomewhat more particular. 

Women jor fome time paft bave beer 
regularly infirutted in this art by pbyfi- 
eiaus and furgeons in many parts of 

Situ h xeAts Great~ 


ivi The PREF Ade. 
» Great-Britain ; and being lately engaged 
In the fame way, we Joon found it needful 
_ to bring the lateft and bef praélice into a 
mall compafs, and make it intelligible to 
\ female. pupils: for in reading lectures, 
with a view to teach them to pratiife, 
according to the rules of art, we are at 
@ lofs for want, of a book to ferve by way 
of text; there being none publifbed Jince 
the neweft. improvements have been made 
jt for this purpofe, or for. women- 
» practitioners to read. uae dst, 
This rendered it difficult for us to com- 
municate the previous inftruétious, and the 
fubsequent rules to be obferved in deliveries, 


: and fcarcely poffible for them either to un- 


_ derfland or retain.in their memories. one 
fourth part of them,. whereby they muft be 
rable to many errors in prattice. 

Ln order to prevent. as much as pofible 
thefe nufiakes, which might prowe fatal, 
and to attain thofe ends above-mentioned, 
we have publifhed this. compendioys fyftem, 
wherein, se pant <9 

FIRST, 


.Dhé PREF AGE, itvij 
oo Firsn, Wevhave-changed the terms of — 
art ufed in medical books for others of the 
fame tmport, but more familiar to mid- 
wives; and, frequently, the more uncom- 
mon words, which occur in all kinds of 
books, for more plain and intelligible ex- 

_ preffions. ‘. 
«vy SSECONDLY, Although in the divi- 
fron, deferiptions and dimenfions of the 
bafin, Se. we have not ufed fri ana- 
stomical exatinefs, this being incompa- 
tible with our plan and, in treating 
of the difeafes of the mother and child, we 
“pave only given the chief fymptoms by 
which they may be known; and the fimpleft 
method of cure, excluding every where all 
_ theorizing ; we have however been as 
accurate 1m the former and as particular 
in the latter as, we believe, is Jufficient 
for a fafe delivery in each cafe, and an 
effetiual relief in each complaint ; and, 
at the fame time, have been as full in all 
the parts of the art, whether medical, 
manual, or infirumental, as is confifient 


With 


wit. -beAP RPA. | 
-aeith not fwelling the volune: te toogreat. 
a fize, ‘whereby many who. have need 
of fich abook, might be hindered from 
purchafing it, and the defign ofits being 
a pocket -companten for fental Aiedakeoneges 
fruftrated. ek kd he’s “Pho 
Tirweys We have ieconaal the 
feveral heads treated of jn a plain. and 
natural order ; and, befi ‘des the general 
contents in the beginning, bave annexed 
a particular indexsof the deliveries and 
difeafes, that the above-mentioned def Hs 7 
may be the better anfwered. | 
, We may conelude that the whole is NEW 
modelled and digefled in fuch @ manner 
as that it may be ufeful to many who are 
employed to. affit in labours, vand: often 
prove infiruniental in faving the lives of 
women and children that ~~ be ober 
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MIDWIFERY, &’ 
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Nv IDWIFERY, in the largeft 
fenfe-of the word, implies the ' 
art of affifting a child-bearing woman, ° 
before, in the time of, and after her - 
labour is over. To the due exercife. 
4 | B _- whereof 


ANT RORV CTI TO" Nas 


Wea 


pats. 


fi Ss “the! following HuKeiton 


are abfolutely neceflary; namely, 
_Frrst, To know the diftances ee . 
and fituation with refpect to each other 
of thofe bones within the belly, which 
are placed around the womb called the 
bafin, together with the. contained 


“SECONDLY, To be. acquainted with 


. the method of touching the womb, in 
“order to difcover in what manner, and 


to what degree it {tretches: at ‘the dif- 
ferent times of a woman’s being with 
child, efpecially before and during the 
time fhe is in labour; and the way of 


- delivering her in the various kinds of 


births, whether-natural-or unnatural, - 
together with the different means ufed 
in bringing away the after-birth. 

And LASTLY, Fo underftand how toe 


manage the mother and child upon all 


 difeafes they are liable to. . 


occafions; together with fome practical - 
knowledge in. relation to the feveral - 


7? 
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CHAP. I. 
Of the Basin. 


IRST, The bafin, or that saa ; 
within the lower part of the belly, © 
dn a middle of which the womb’ 
hangs, is compofed of two, or ra-_ 
ther we fhall call them three bones ;. 
_ namely, the fhare-bone before, the hip- 
bone on each fide, and the rump-bone 
behind; which laft being the conti- 
-nuation of the back-bone, has a-fmall 
longifh bended bone joined to its lower 
end, made up of three or four joints, 
fomewhat refembling the little finger. 
‘Thefe joints are a little moveable, | 


both among themfelves, and at their 


connection with what is more properly 


be the a eal sous hs for brevity’s 


B 2 lake, - 
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fake, we thall, as we go along, confi- 
der the whole as one bone, and cali it 
the rump-bone, with its moveable €X- 
tremity or end. 

There is alfo a fmall motion of all 
the bones of the bafin among. them- 
felves at their joints, efpecially in the 
time of very hard labour, confor ming 
thenrfelves thereby. the better to the 
fhape of the child’s head, as it. palles. 
through them. . 

_Although the bafin j in poate women. 
is naturally well-fhaped, and fitted for 
the purpofe of the favourable birth of 
children, yet in fome it is diforted, or. 
out of its natural fhape ; and that j in. 

different degrees, which makes one of. 
the. caufes of difficult labours. | 

SeconpLy, As to the widenefs of a Zh, 
well- fhaped. bafin, the brim or upper. 
edge of it, appearing to the eye of an 


oval or. longifh round figure, Is: ‘Mare. : 


roweft. between the. toi, and rump-.. 
banes, £9 wat, about, four fingers - 
breadth, 
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breadth, and longeft between the hip 
bones, to wit, about five finger S breadth. 

"The widenefs at the lower is “much 
the fame .as that at the upper: part, 
unlefs that, in time of the birth, the 
prefling back of the moveable end of 
the rump-bone by the child's ‘head, 
occafions the difference of about. a fin- 
ger’s breadth wider betwixt the fore® 
and back part, than from fide to fide; 
which difference ought to be kept in 
“memory, as the off thereok will appear 
hereafter. 

Alfo let it be obferved and remem- 
bered, that when a woman is placed 
as it were half-fitting half-lying, the 
brim of the bafin is parallel to (or in 
the fame direction with) and the fides 
thereof ftraight up fiom the level of the 
floor or bed on which ‘the is fo placed. 

Tuirpty, The depth of the bafin is 
about five fingers breadth from the up- 
per part of the rump-bone, where it 


oe Jats: with the back-bone ftraight down 
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-to the lower part of 1 its moveable end; 
unlefs that, when in time of the birth, 
at. is eal outwards by the child’s 
+head,.1t becomes’ fix it a breadth; 
and from the tops of the Hi boties | 
(towar ds their forepart) to their lower 
part, is four fingers breadth: but from 
‘the upper to the lower part of the 
fhare-bone, the depth is no more than 
two fingers breadth; fo that the lower 
part of this laft Bone: is two fingers 
breadth higher than that of oe ieee 
bones. — 

Here alfo it may be noted Sind Leal 
in memory, 1. That, although’ thefe — 
are the dimenfions of a well-formed 
bafin, yet it is fometimes different in 
different women. 2. That at the brim 
it is wider from fide to fide, than from 
the fore to the back-part, ‘while below | 
sit is the reverfe. 3. T hat the fides are 
“twice, and the back three times the 
depth of the. fore e~part. “And laftly, 
“That ithere isa fpace. free of bone two 
: _ fingers 
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fingers breadth, along the fore-fide of 
the > bafin at its sper Dare \ | 

Fourtuty, The inward make of 
the bafin is as follows: The rump-bone 
being much bulged or fwelled, ‘as ‘it 
were, on its outfide, makes the bafih 
very hollow on the infide behind. Of” 
the fore-part of it, fromthe upper 
edge of the fhare-bone, which is fome- 
what hollow too on its infide, to its 
lower edge, although, moftly ftraight 
down, yet inclines a little forwards. 
And the upper part of the’ hip-bones 
jetting or fhooting firft forward and 
fomewhat inward, runs pretty much 
ftraight down to form the fides of the 
 Dafin. 

‘Here again by: it be obferved "i 
genuine: . That the bafin -in- 
wardly is, for ie moft part, ‘ftraight 
down before, but hollow behind, to- 
gether with a bump or fwelling for ‘med 
at the brim by the lower end of the 
back, and upper end of the rump-bone, 

ae a od 
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and a bending inwards at its lower 
end by its moveable extremity. 2. 
“That all its infide is filled up and lined 
with foft, yielding, flefhy fabftance. 
And, 3.°That thefe~foft parts ftretch 
‘eafily into a hollow in the fore-part — 
and fides of the bafin, ‘like that of the 
rump-bone behind, as above-mention- 
ed, by the child’s head, when puthed 
oe in labour before it-is born. ~~ 
“Firtuiy, The bafin is faid-to be 
diftorted: or put out of its true fhape, 
when it varies from the aforefaid di- 
menfions. Thus, in fome women; we 
meet with the lower part of the rump- 
bone, with its moveable end, bent — 
much inwards towards the ‘indet part 

of the fhare-bone, while its upper énd, 

where it joins with the back-bone, is 
fo greatly bent forwards or inwards 
too, ‘that there is fearcely four fingers 
breadth diftance between thefe two 
bones, fometimes’ but three, and in’ 


fome inftances two, infomuch that our 
8 hand 
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hand cannot be. poshed i ny’ “between 
them at all. as 

Again, in catlier women, “the upper 
end of the rump-bone,. where it joins 
with the lower end of the back-bone, 
jets inwardly to one fide, together with 
a jetting-in fomewhat of the fhare- 
bone, while the lower parts of the hip- 
bones are not, perhaps, three fingers 
breadth diftance from each other... 
. And in fome few women,. even 
the middle part of the rump-bone, jets 
in into a fwelling, where it: 1s na- 
turally hollow. 

It is however to be noted) that’ ths 
moft common diftortion of the bafin, 
is that jetting inward which is formed 
by the lower end of the back-bone, 
and upper end of the rump-bone, at 
their joining, where indeed tt is that 
the head of the child moft commonly 
{ticks in hard labours, -and occafions. 


difficult births. 


BS  SISTRLY, 
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_ SUXTHLY, When. the head of the 
psc which is generally about a fin- 
gex’s breadth narrower from ear to ear, 
-than from the fore to. the hind-head, 
prefents at the brim of the bafin, the 
fore-head is moft commonly to one 
fide, and the hind-head to the other, 
-whereby the wideft part of the head is 
_ turned to the wideft part of the bafin, 
and the narrow part of the head to 
Abe: narrow part of the bafin, __ 

«© In time, by the labour-pains, the 

head: being fqueezed farther down, 
even to the lower part of the hip- 
bones, the crown, or that part of the 
head! where the hair fhades off on all. 
fides, directly prefents to the touch of 
our finger, when introduced into the 
womb, which fhews the birth to be 
natural. 

Here again the bafin cae: nat 
rower, the child’s head can proceed 
no farther ; and the under part. of the 
fhare-bone being pone than that of 

i the 
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¢heship-bones; as was fhewn above’; 
thérefore' the hind-head mutt natusal- 
ly, by the:continuance of the pains, 
flide down into this fpace free of bone, 
while at the fame time the forehead 
¢urns.into that hollow, which 4s. natt- 
rally in| thé: rump-bone behind’; “fo 
that now again the “wide part of the 
head is got into the other wide -part 

‘of the bafin, and the narrow part of 
the one into the narrow part of the 

Pe at ll ) i Pa 

At length, the hind-head, in the 

progrefs of the labour-pains, rifing up- 

wards a little from below the fhare- 
bone,. the child’s whole head comes 

_ fuddenly into the world. 

.. Last xy, From the above defcriptions 
of the fhape and dimenfions of a well~ 
formed bafin, together with the figure 

_and paflage of the child’s head through 

the fame, a pretty clear notion may 

be formed of the manner in which 
the head is brought along in births, 
= cyt PligS “where 
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where our afliftance becomes necef- 
fary; but which yet muft. be varied, 
_-as’the fhape of the bafin and ‘head 
may happen to vary from the above- 
mentioned dimenfions; and in parti- 
cular, of how great confequence the 
advantage of knowing the fhape and 
dimenfions of a ‘good bain is. in pracy 

tice. | 
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PRs, The iol beige toofely 
SL hung between the bladder and the 
bower end of the guts, in the middle 
of the bafin, by a thick, roundifh, and 
ftrong ligament, or griftly chord, has 
a free motion upwards and downwards 
for the fpace of four or five fingers 
‘breadth ; and by which it is allowed 
to ftretch to fo great a fize, as we find 
it is juft before labour-pains come on; 
while after labour, as the waters in 
which the child floats are difcharged, 
it contracts and grows thicker: and 
the refiftance ceafing at the delivery of 
the.child, it becomes fmaller and 
dimaller, until it comes back again to 
its natural bignefs, as in a virgin~ 
ftate, | 


SECONDLY, 
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SrconpLy, The part of the womb, 
which comes firft to be: confeteree 
the paflage into it. Let it be obferved 
then, that-to the outward orifice or 
opening of the womb,, » which is natu- 


rally covered with hair, we fhall all. 


along give. the) name, 0 of the outward 
anouth ; and. sift dhe, inwat 
opening, which». as it; were. _nefembles 
ithe mouth of @ puppy, meay-be-ealled 
the snward. mouth. of the womb 5; cand 
indeed it. is properly, the woemb’s mouth, 
as. immediately. entering: nto; At slo 
that, that {pace, which lies between the 
outward and inward. mouth, is what 


awe, ofall. -call. the: eit’ of the 


: womb, w odteon ghumdsh esis. glia: 

. This )party in: ailesteth, is as two 
Angers breadth; theugh when; ftretched 
stots full length, it)waill- reach, to. fix 
- or-more, according to'the difference of 
dtature .in difierent. women, and to 
about-f our; in widenels,: G: ohg isle rae 
, SNe 
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The infide of it in virgins, is full of 
g wr inkles, of a fpungy texture, and 
very narrow; but is much wider, and 
the wrinkles much loft in wonien that 
have been married. as. fh 
-- From the lower part of the eatitiard 
mouth ‘of the womb to the fundament, 
‘js a {mall ridge or line, of about ‘two 
“fingers breadth in length, which we 
“fhall call the feam of the hips. This 
‘is fometimes tore along its whole length 
an very hard labour, laying the out- 
‘ward mouth of the womb and funda- 
“ment into one openmg, which ‘is’ a 
very deplorable cafe, and is fometimes 
-occafioned through the spamnorvnsi 
i pees op in the delivery. MONG 
 'Puairpty, The womb itfelf in vir- 
acini fomewhat refembles a long-neck- 
ed pear, but flatter... It being: of a 
~f{pungy fubftance, is'capable of being 
~-ftretched to a great fpace, during a wo- 
man’s being with child , yet all thattime 
| oe much retains its natural thicknefs. 
ae It 
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It is about three fingers breadth 
long in a virgin-ftate, and one wide 
from its fore to its back-part, and 
about two fingers breadth from fide. to 
fide along its bottom. __ 

The widenefs of the neck. of rhe 
womb, or that part which extends from 
its inward mouth to the hollow of its 
body, is only about one fixth-part of 
a finger’s breadth, and in fome part 
of it lefs, and about two fingers 
breadth long: From that end of the 
neck which opens into its hollow body 
(which is more properly the womb’s 
neck, being about one finger’s breadth 
wide) to the bottom of the womb, is 
about one and three-quarters of a 
finger’s breadth: And laftly, the bot- 
tom itfelf meafures fomewhat more — 
than two fingers breadth, | 

Gonaruty,. The womb } 1S cea: 
thought to come to its full growth, in 
_a natural ftate, when a girl is about 
fifteen years of age 5 at which time 

there | 
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there happens naturally a gr adual dif- 
charge of fuperfluous blood from it, 
called the monthly-courfes, which con- 
tinue to flow from three to feven 
days, to the quantity of about a gill 
and a half, and is repeated generally 
every month; though in women of a 
delicate conftitution, and who indulge 
their {tomach much, it returns fooner, 
and the quantity is greater than in 
thofe who ufe much exercife, but yet 
without bemg the worfe in their health 
forts 

- This aicinthiy difcharge of ee 
commonly ceafes altogether about the 
age of forty-five, though fometimes 
not until the fiftieth year; while in 
fome women it quite difappears about 
the fortieth year of their age, namely, 
in thofe in whom it hath broke out and 
appeared before they were fifteen years 
eld, and in thofe alfo who have bunie 
many: childr en. 


FIFTHLY, 
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FIFTHLY, The conception in. the 
wotnb in the firft month, refembling 
“as it were a young frog, there appear 
‘jn at that time a largehead with a 
{mall trunk, &c. before all the «parts 
of the human: ‘body are diftinctly 
for med, is‘called an‘embryo.- 
“When-a woman has gone: three or 
four months: with ‘child, it being t then 
about the bignefs of a large goofe egg, 
“and tts parts all formed, it is called a 
‘feetus ; ‘about which time nearly a 
quarter of the neck of the womb ~is 
ftretched equal to its bottom, and: the 
child, though complete as to parts, 
yet is not as to'degree, “till about four 
bo five months more growth. 7 
The womb from coriception ‘Baw a 
foftith fubftance, ‘of a red flefh-like 
colour fixed to its infidey ‘called the 
‘womb-cake, daily growing greater 
‘and greater, til] about the ninth month, 
when it arrives at its gveateft-fizé; ‘be- 
oe then about fix fingers breadth wide, 
and 
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and about one finger’s breadth thick in 
the middle, but thinner and thinner 
towards. its edge. | 

It is of a-round figure, Gidoeri an oat- 
cake or bannock, and compofed of a 
very great number of fmall blood- 
yeflels, meeting together in one large 
veflel or vein, or rather three inclofed 
ii one coat or cafe; and itis called the 
navel-ftring, which is commonly four 
or five'hands breadth in length, though 
fometimes not above two or three; 
yet at other times it happens to be 
eight or tenvhands breadthdong. 

This womb-cake .(called alfo the 
after-bir th, or after-burden) has its 
outfide divided or cut, as/it:were, into 
feveral large lobes; by a- wonderful 
contrivance, ‘refembling fomewhat the 
knobs of a quilt, that: it may yield 
more eafily, or be adapted more ad- 
vantageoutly to: the inner parts of the 
womb, fo as to prevent its fepa- 
tation by every flight fhock that 
: may 
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may happen’ to a’ child-bearing” Wo-: 
man. ? 
The waters in hick the child acta 
are contained in a fack or bag, made? 
up of the womb-cake, which is about’ 
a fourth part of it, and a fkinny fub- 
ftance arifing all round from its edge,” 
which forms the reft of it, and which’ 
we fhall call the bag of waters, 
This bag generally breaks woke e the 
child is delivered, and lets out the wa-_ 
_ ter near the-edge of the’ cake, feldom 
“in the middle of the fkinny part of the” 
bag. ‘The quantity of waters about ” 
‘the child, in ‘proportion to the weight” 
of the embryo and: feetus, is much ” 
greaterin the firft than in the laf * 
‘months of a woman being with child. ~ 
The womb-cake fometimes fticks to | 
the bottom: of: the womb, fometimes 
to its fides; back or fore-patts of its” 
and laftly, at other times, to its in- 
ward mouth.» S : 


ne 
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“Twins. have each a feparate womb- 
ake : fometimes thefe cakes are dif- 
nét, yet at other times it has been 
en, that they had but one in com- 
10n, or two joined together. . ig 
Sixtuty, With refpect to falfe con- 
tions, and. moles.. If in the firft 
ionth after a woman conceives, it 
appens that the embryo dies fome: 
ays before. ait.is difcharged, there 
omes away nothing but the {kins of” 
1c bag (itfelf being quite wafted) and 
i¢ womb-cake, fo as that we cannot 
iow which is the cake and which the 
ug: and even when difcharged in the 
cond or third month, when: we can. 
> diftinctly the embryo and cake, the 
ward mouth and neck of the womb » 
e, often fo clofely fhut, that the thick 
d, part. of the blood is-retained in its” 
pttom. fometimes feveral days; and. 
hen it is forced out of the womb, in» 
© appearance of the human egs, ~ 
iy en- 


ao Of the Wowms. 
enlarged to the bignefs of a large wal- 
nut ‘or more, (for in the beginning 
thefe eggs are only little bladdery fub- 
{tances or bubbles, about the fize of 
green-peas) it, by the ftrong preffure 
of the womb, looking like a fkinny 
fubftance, is taken: for, and is called 
(though improperly) a falfe concep-— 
tion. | 
When the fame kind of fubftance 
is difcharged, of a ftill larger fize, be- 
ing kept more months im the womb, 
it is called a mole. 3 
Moles are moft frequently dif- 
charged from the wombs of women. 
that are arrived to about fifty years 
of age, or about that time when: 
their monthly courfes are paces 
them. | 
Sometimes moles happen from 
accidents, that produce continued 
floodings from the womb; at other 
times, a large flefh-like fubftance 
will 


will come away, attended with pains 

like thofe .of labour; but which is 
only clotted blood, that has been prefs- 
ed into that form = the ee 
alte of the wornb; 
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Of the Child’s Pofture in the Wome. 


IRST, Before we fpeak of the 
pofture of the child in the womb, 
and the way of its prefenting therein, 
&c. it may be proper to fay a little 

concerning what is called touching. 

Inthe affair of touching or the exa- 
mination of the womb, we introduce 
our fore-finger into the paflage of the 
womb, after it has been anointed with 
frefh-butter before a fire, to render its — 
paflage thereinto more eafy, in order 
to feel the ftretch of the neck; or, 
which is fometimes better, into the — 
fundament, to feel that of the bottom 
of the womb, that we may know whe- 
ther a woman be with child-or not? 
‘Whether the is in danger of mifcarry- 
ing? and whether the inward mouth 
k | of 
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of the womb be open or fhut? How 
the é¢afe is with her before, and in 
time of her labour, and how her child 
prefents ? &c. eS 
' We examine by the ath generally 
in the morning, while the woman 
ftands upright, after fhe has eafed na-, 
ture, and before fhe has eat any things 
becaufe by thefe circumftances, and in 

this pofture, we can examine more ad- _ 
vantageoufly, and are better able to 
reach the womb, as by its own weight 
it finks down to the touch of our 
finger. 

In the firft month of a woman's go- 
ing with child, it 1s difficult to diftin- 
euith’ whether fhe be with child, or 
only labours under’a ftoppage of her 
courfes. Within the four firft months, 
in feeling along the fide of the inward - 
mouth of the womb, we generally per- 
ceive the neck to hang down in et 
paflage, when about one-fourth : 
thereof is ftretched ‘equal with its tee é 
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“tom: ‘but we cannot perceive the 
ftretching of the upper part,of its neck 
until the fifth, and fometimes the fixth 
month ; though we then feel its bottom 
like a large round ball fometimes, by 
our finger introduced into the funda- 
ment; becaufe inthe. fixth month the. 
womb is rifen too high for feeling 
it exactly with our finger in the paf- | 
fage. | 
‘ha a” ghefe sabi the womb is fo 
much ftretched as to rife to about the 
middle between the fhare-bone and 
navel; about which time half of the 
neck is {tretched :. but more frequently 
- about the feventh and eighth month, 
when in examining by the touch, and. 
- preffing our hand on the belly, we ge- 
nerally feel it like a ball, as above- 
mentioned, efpecially 1f the woman be 
lean; at the fame time introducing the 
tore-finger of the other-hand. into the 
patiage of the womb, we feel its neck 
. se fhort, and the weight of the 
| id 
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child preffing down on i point. of 


our finger. 

After this time we feel the neck. af 
the womb fhorter and fhorter, very 
fenfibly, every ten or twenty days, to- 
gether with the increafe of its bottom 

daily. 

In the feventh month we feel it ptifen 
to about the navel, all the neck be- 
ing now fully ftretched out; in the 
eighth month as high up as. betwixt 
the navel and pit of the ftomach ; and 
in the ninth month, at or above the 
ftomach. itfelf. 

Yet it is obfervable, that the above 
marks vary in different women, efpe- 
cially in thofe whofe belhes hang much 
forward over the fhare-bone (called 
from thence pendulous or hanging bel- 
lies) when it happens that the parts 
below the navel are much more ftretch- 
ed than thofe above it, the bottom of 
the womb at the fame time being only 

C2 or oegual. 
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equal to, or a little higher than the 
navel. 

At other times we find the womb 
will rife even in the feventh or eighth 
month to the very pit of the Aomiach. 

. Sometimes we meet with the neck 
of the womb as long in the eighth 
month, in fome women, as in others 
in the fixth or feventh month. 

In fome again we feel the inward 
mouth of the womb a little open fome 
weeks before the full time; though 
generally it does not open: till a few 
days before labour begins, er 

And laftly, becaufe of thefe varia- 
tions, we generally judge of things 
(which are fo uncertainly difcoverable 
in the fir month of a woman’s going 
with child) by our finger in the pafiage 
of the womb, and our hand on the 
belly conjointly, though fometimes fe- 
parately, according as we find the one 
or the other way more certain: but 
we cannot well depend on any way, — 

or 
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or know any thing with certainty, till 
after the middle, or towards the latter. 
end of her reckoning, when the figns 
become more and more © perceptible aA 
evident. 

SECONDLY, As to the labour- -pains it 
is to be obferved,. that, 1f the woman’s 
reckoning is not fully out; if no foft 
or glairy {tuft has been di! charged from 
the mouth of the womb; if the pains 
are confined. to the belly, without 
reaching to her back, or down the in- 
fide of her thighs; if they are flight, 
and continue without inter mitten or 
increafe ; or if they have long inter- 
miffions, and return without force fuf- 
ficient to pufh down the bag of waters 
or child’s. head to open fie inward 
mouth of the womb; if this is open 
but a very little, is felt thick and fff 
to the touch, inftead of foft, thin, and 
yielding, the pains are falfe, and the 
labour is not yet begun, 
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In this cafe, if her pulfe be ftrong 
and quick, attended with pains in her 
head, or ftitches in her fides or back, 
we bleed in the arm, and ordes foften- 
ing clyfters or injections, of about three 
gills of milk; in which four ounces of © 
fweet oil, two ounces of fugar, and a 
little falt, has been mixed warm from 
the fire to be given her: And if the 
pains remain afterwards, an eafing or 
quieting mixture of about a gill of 
{pear-mint waters, together with about 
fixty drops of laudanum, and three 
drachms of loaf-fugar mixed with it ; 
of which a fpoonful or two is to be 
taken every quarter or half hour till 
they are removed. i 

Tt is more certain, that-a woman 1s 
not in labour, if we find the inward 
mouth of the womb clofe fhut, altho’, - 
at the fame time, fhe fhould be under 
pains, yet they are not from true — 
labour. eS, use 
Thefe 
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_ Thefe falfe pains, if fhe appears to 
be full of blood, complaming of an 
over-ftretching fulnefs about the womb, 
we remove by repeated bleedings frora 
her arm or foot, to the quantity of 
about a gill and a half at a time, more 
or lefs, according to her ftrength, &c, 
and order the above quieting mixture 
to be ufed; or, in place. thereof, give 
her ten or fifteen drops of. lauda- 
num every half or quarter of an 
hour, if violent, in a fmall draught 
of water. | 
-If.a woman js attacked with colic 
pains, we know thefe from thofe of 
true labour, in that they are chiefly 
confined to the belly, without going 
off, and coming on again by. diftinct 
intermiffions. 
_ Thefe pains likewife we remove by 
fuch injections and fuch a mixture as 
above-mentioned. : 
Last y, If pains are occafioned from. 
a loofenefs that feizes the woman, they 
C4 are 
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are fill of the fame nature with the 
former, and may be removed by that 
mixture: or to ftop the loofenefs more 
effectually, we add thereto half a quar- 
ter of an ounce of diafcordium, but 
lefs of the laudanum ; at the fame time — 
ordering her a little dlaret or red wine 
in water for her drink, or an ounce 
and a half of burnt hartfhorn and its 
fhavings, to be boiled in three Englifh 
pints of water to a pint and a half, 
adding a little cinnamon at the end ‘of 
the boiling, and fome loaf-fugar, to 
give it an agreeable tafte. 

TuirpDiy, The child in the womb, 
from conception to the birth, is gene- ” 
rally fuppofed to lie in a longifh round 
fhape, with the chin. refting on the 
breaft, the thighs prefled along the 
belly, the heels touching the hips, and 
the face placed between the knees, 
while the arms crofs each other round 
the legs, 


The ' 
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The head,. for. the moft part, is 
downwards to the lower part, and the 
feet to the upper part of the womb, 
with one fide towards its. back, and 
the other towards its fore-part; the. 
face at the fame time being more back~ 
wards than forwards. | 

On the contrary, fome are. of opi- 
nion that the head of the child 1s, for 
the moft part, if not all the time, up- 
wards, &c. But be that as it will, it 
is of. little or no confequence, and the 
child lies as well in one as the other 
pofture. 

It is of more moment to ios ses kaie 
place of its head pees to the touch 
of our finger, towards or at the ABS 
proach of true labour. 

Thus, when the crown of .the head. 
refts above the brim of the bafin, and 
is not far adv anced, we fecl, even be- 
fore the bag of waters breaks, w hatz4 is 
called the See fontanelle, or .the, ‘foft 
epen part of the child's head turned 

tee” upwards, 
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upwards, and commonly towards the 
fide ; being very fenfible of the four 
feams of the fkull that are in that 
place, or rather one feam croffing an- 
other, as thefe bones of the head are 
generally a little feparated from one 
another. | 
When the crown of the head comes 
lower down, we only feel the feam 
which runs along the middle of it; the 
fontanelle, in the progrefs of its de- 
{cent, being commonly turned more 
upward and backward to the fide of 
the bafin, or towards the back of it, 
or hollow of the rump-bone. 
Lastiy, When the hind-head comes 
down to the hip-bone of the contrary 
fide, or below the under part of the 
fhare-bone, we feel the feams croffing 
each other at the back of the head, 
called the back-fontanelle, together 
with the ear at the fhare-bone. But 
all thefe things we can more eafily 
and diftinétly feel after the bag of 


waters 
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waters is broke, ana ‘sc water dif- 
charged a little, efpecially when the 
head is fo comprefled, that the bones 
ride over one another; wunlefs the 
hairy fcalp is very much fwelled in- 
deed. | F 
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: IRST, We fhall divide natural: 
births into: two kinds ; namely, 


quick and lingering. 


A quick natural birth is that in 
which the crown of the head prefents, 
and the woman is foon delivered by 
the true pains and ordinary affiftance; 
whereas in the lingering, it takes up 
{everal, perhaps many hours. 

The progrefs of a natural birth As 
after the following manner. When a_ 
woman has got to the end of her reck- 
oning, without miftake, and fafely, — 
true labour begins ; at which time up- 
on touching, we feel the inward mouth 

| ae Bt 
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of the womb foft, and a little opened, 
as it were a ring, fometimes thick, but 
more commonly thin; from ita thickifh 
humour is difcharged, which. renders 
the parts flippery, and Paspaies them 
for. ftretching.. 

This difcharge ufually. begins fome 
days before, and is accounted the fore- 
runner of.true. labour; at the fame 
time the woman. is forces every now 
and then with flight pains, which gra- 
dually ftretch the inward mouth of the 
womb wider and wider ; and when.la- 
bour actually begins, t me pains extend- 
ing downwards become more gaORRN 
ftrong, and lafting. 

If. the, child fwims in. much water, 
then the womb does not touch i its body, 
but at every pain.the bag is puthed 
down by. the waters it contains; and 
the inward mouth. of the womb being > 
fufficiently opened by this gradual 


firetching; it 1s forced down into’ 


the, middle, of. the paflage, when the © 
, womb 


38 Of Natural Birtus. 
womb touches the child; and if it be 
{mall, the head advances with the wa- 
ters, and the bag ufually breaks: 
but if not, then it 1s pufhed more 
along towards the outward mouth, © 
which alfo gradually opens it, and 
appears on the outfide thereof like a 
full bidder here 7 ad (BD 
- The head ftill advancing, ‘the out- 
ward mouth of the womb-1s widened, 
- and atthe’ fame time pufhed outwards; 
when, if the bag, inftead of burfting 
in the middle, is tore all round ‘at the 
edge, the child’s head is covered with 
fome part ‘of it, called the king’s- 
hood. If the cake is at the fame time 
- feparated from the womb, and the bag 
remains unbroke, then the bag, waters, 
and child are delivered together ; but if 
the cake fticks faft, the bag muft give 
way: and fhould it be tore all round 
- from the cake, the greateft part of the 
‘body, ‘as well as the head of the child, 
will be intangled by it, from which 
veh. it 
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it muft be immediately taken away, 
elfe the child would be ftifled. 

When the head of the child hap- 
‘pens to be large, fo that it does not 
defcend quickly into the bafin, the bag 
is forced’ down by itfelf, and being 
ftretched thinner and thimner, gives 
way ; when all the waters, which are 
farther advanced than the head, run 
out, and the womb now touching the 
body of the child, the head is fqueezed 
down into the inward mouth of the 
~womb, and thereby {tops the remain- 
der of the waters from running out. 

Again, when the waters happen to 
. be very little, and the womb embraces 
the body of the child, its head covered 
_with the bag is forced downwards, and 
gradually opens the inward mouth of 
~ the womb ; but when it is come to- 
wards the middle of the pafiage, part 
~ of the waters will be pufhed before it, 
fometimes in a large and fometimes in 
oe: Sapa quantity, towards the back of 
4 the 
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the bafin: at other times, when the 
waters are in {mall quantity, no part 
of them is to be diftinguifhed farther 
than the head’.of the child, which 
coming down lower and lower, the 
bag wore thin, is fplit on the head ; 
while at the fame time it fills up the - 
mouth of.the womb, fo as to hinder 
the remaining waters from running 
off at once; though in every pain 
a little efcapes.on each fide of the head, 
which, as has been obferved, render- 
ing the parts flippery, the child will 
flide along the more eafily. © 
Lastuy,. The crown of the child’s 
head, by the pains growing {tronger 
and {tronger, is pufhed to the lower | 
part of the hip-bone, the fore-head in- 
to the hollow of the rump-bone at its 
lowermoft part, and the hind-head 
below the fhare-bone; from whence it — 
rifes in a turn upwards, gradually — 
opening the outward mouth of the 
womb, and ftretching out the parts 
all 
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all round about it into a lar ge {well- 
ing... When the hind-head is fo, far 
advanced, that the back part of the — 
neck is come, below the, fhare-bone, 
the fore-head for cing the moveable end 
of the rump-bone backward and down- 
ward, and the hind-head rifing from 
under the fhare-bone in a half-round 
turn upwards, the whole head is fud- 
denly delivered, and immediately the 
reft of the child’s body ; and foon af- 
ter the womb-cake, or after-birth, be- 
ing loofened from the womb, comes 
away, and makes. the delivery com- 
plete. 

SECONDLY, When any little affif- 
tance is required in thefe births, which 
is but feldom, per naps not once in five 
hundred _times, the mother is. to.be 
placed i in a proper pofture, that fhe. 
may be delivered with as much eafe as 
poffible. 

This is_ different in different coun- 
tries, Some women are delivered fit= 

ting 
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ting in arm- chairs, or on {tools of: 
particular contrivances ; fome kneeling 
on a couch, or lying in a bed, or even 
ftanding 1 in the floor covered with foft 
coverings of blanket, &c. Herein we 
conform generally to the particular 
cuftom of the country where we prac- 
tife; or ufe the following method, 
with little variation, in laying women. 

When the labour-pams are come 
on, we allow the woman either ‘to fit, 
walk about, or reft upon her bed, un- 
til the inward mouth of the womb is 
pretty much opened by the weight and 
preffure of the waters; or when: they 
are {mall, by the child’s head, fo that 
the delivery is foon expected, then we 
lay her on one fide, with her knees 
bent up to her belly, and fufficiently 
opened by a pillow laid between them, 
if we forefee that the labour will be 
eafy ; or we place her as it were half- 
fitting, half-lying on a chair or bed, 
. we think _— it will prove more 


difficult 
j. 
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difficult or hard; or laftly, we place 
her on her knees and elbows in a low 
couch: which laft pofture we find 
mott ferviceable, when the head does 
not advance altogether in the right 
way, or when the child is. otherwife 
unnaturally poftured in the womb ; 

and in which pofition of the woman 
we can ufe either hand im delivering 
her, whereas in the firft pofture we 
mutt ufe our right-hand when fhe lies 
on her left-fide, and our left-hand 
when on her right fide. 

We take care, however, not to place 
her in any of thefe poftures too foon, 
or put her on labour too early, or 
fatigue her too much, which might be 
seterided with fatal confequences to 
mother and child. 

Lastiy, We fo order the bed and 
things about and below her, as: to- 
Beep both it and ourfelves clean, that 
after delivery fhe may be taken up, 
fhifted, and laid down again with little 
ee or 
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or no fatigue, and without being in 
danger of fainting, which in fome 
women might end in death. 
~ "Fuirpry, If it happens that the 
true pains being come on, the labour 
fhall be tedious, it occafions what we 
call a lingering birth, and proceeds — 
from. a natural ftiffnefs or ftraitneis 
of one or both mouths ef the womb, 
which open with great difficulty: a 
cafe incident, for the moft part, to. 
women who are with their firft child, 
e{pecially if they are of a ‘dry conftitu- 
tion, or much advanced in years. : 
In this cafe, and indeed more or le&_ 
in every cafe, where the parts are in 
any degree rigid, dry, or inflamed, we 
begin with making foft and fippery 
the mouths of the pant and the parts — 
all around, by anointing the outward | | 
with hogs-lard, or foft fwines. feam, - 
and the inward with hard frefh butter, ~ 
anointing at the fame time our fingers _ 
and hand with the fame; which done,~ 


we 
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we next widen the outward mouth of 
the womb flowly. and gradually in 
every pain, by introducing our four 
fingers and thumb clofed lengthways, 
as it were like the fmall end of a 
fharp-pointed fugar-loaf; and agp 
them round therein backward and for- 
ward gently, we gradually ftretch that, 
and the pafiage of the womb, and in- 
ward mouth, one after another. 

_ Our whole hand being thus got into 
he paflage, we fometimes find it. ne- 
reflary, while the labour is going on, 
o inlinuate our fingers, with the flat 
of the hand, between the child’s head 
ind the inward mouth of the womb, 
rtherwife it might be puthed before 
he head, efpecially that part of it next 
he fhare-bone, even through the out- 
yard mouth; or if the head pafies the 
nward mouth, it might puth out the 
farts at the outward mouth, and en- 
anger that deplorable tearing of the 
cam of the hips above-mentioned, 
[dee Fig. : laying 


| 
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laying the two openings of fundament 
and wombinto one. MD 

We make, therefore, this artificial 
widening of the mouths and paflage 
of the womb very cautioufly, and never 
unlefs abfolutely neceflary ; and even 
- then leifurely, and in time of a pain, 
when the woman is leaft fenfible of the 
widening force of our hand. | 

It fometimes happens in thefe kinds 
of births, that although every thing 
be in a right way, and the parts need 
little or no extraordinary widening, 
yet the labour being a little tedious,, 
the woman becomes anxious and im-. 
patient to wait the due time of her de-. 
livery, whereby fhe greatly hinders the: 
fame, and makes it become more lin-: 

ering. | 

This difpofition of mind we endea~ 
your to remove by reafon or fuaitable: 
arguments ; or which may an{wer the: 
fame end to pleafe her, we order fome 
mild cordial mixture from the fhopss 
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of fome ounces of fpear-mint waters, 
an ounce of cinnamon water, with a 
little confection of alkermes diffolved 
therein, and a few drops of fal vola- 
tile, and as much fyrup of fugar as 
makes it palatable, to be taken by 
{poonfuls now and then throughout 
the day ; giving her a few drops. of 
laudanum, or three quarters of an 
ounce of fyrup of poppies at night ; 
Whereby we often at once allay her 
uneafinefs, and gain time, wherein 
‘nature may operate, and bring about 
the defired end. | | 
_ If, on the other hand, the woman 
fhould be really low, weak, or exhauft- 
ed; we prefcribe the fame kind of mix- 
ture for the nerves a little ftronger, to 
raife her fpirits, and promote the cir- 
culation of the blood and birth at the 
fame time ; or we ule the powder for 
promoting the birth of the Edinburgh 
Difpenfatory, or with the good women 
order her fome drops of oil of amber 
am her drink, twice or thrice a day, to- 

3 gether 
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gether with ftrengthening and nourith- 
ing food, of broths of young animals, 
milk, meats, rice, &c. and wine and 
water for drink, or good frefh wen or 
beer, but not ftrong. lib 
Lastry, ‘If a woman fhould ap- 
pear full of blood, her face being of a 
florid or ruddy colour, and her pulfe 
{trong and fomewhat quick, we take 
fome blood from her; and if fhe be 
coftive, or bound in the belly, sen 
her the foftening cooling clyfter, a 
before-mentioned ;° or the. ‘quantity of 
a large nutmeg or more’ of’ lemitive 
électuary every night and morning 
fafting, till that complaint be removed, 
repeating it now and then as there is 
occafion ; and to drink between whiles 
plentifully of fome weak diluting 
drink, as toaft and water, whey, or 
thin water-gruel, with a little milk and 
loaf-fugar mixed, together with a 
draught of fome cooling decoétion, 
_ two or three times a: Tr as a quarter 


or 
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of an ounce of falt-petre, boiled for 
about a quarter of an hour in a quart 
of water, and fweetened with loaf- 
fugar. 

By the ufe of thefe medicines in- 
wardly, and our hands outwardly and 
artfully applied, as fhall be prefently © 
fhewn, we generally find the head to 
come eafily along, and be quickly de- 
livered, | | | 

If the body of the child does not 
foon follow, we deliver it by applying 
our thumbs to the hind-head, our fore 
and middie fingers being extended along 
each fide of the neck, with the third 
and fourth finger of each hand fup- 
porting each fide of the upper jaw, 
and then pull ftraight forward ; 
and af it thus does not move eafily 
along, we increafe the force of pulling, 
at the fame time fhoving gently, 
equaily and flowly from fide to fide, 
when the body will come along, and 
the child be fafely delivered, and the 
ae Be after- 
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peter “i ailen foon Hees of elf other- 
wife we deliver it as fhall be fhewn by 
ane Dis 
FourTuy, It happens fometimes 
‘that the navel-ftring being long, and 
the waters furrounding the child in 
greater quantity than eit a noofe 
As formed on it, while the woman is 
in the firft months of her going with 
‘child ; and as the child is floating 
about, its neck or body gets into the 
‘noofe ; at other times, a tight knot is 
‘made on the ftring itfelf, whereby the 
circulation of the blood being wholly 
ftopped, the child dies. Hence it.1s, 
that in the former cafe, when the child 
advances to the birth in a fair way, 
after the labour-pain is abated, the 
head is again drawn back by the child, 
being thus intangled in the navel- ftring. 
‘The fame thing happens, when the 
fhoulders, inftead. of advancing, are 
{topped at the brim of the bafin,, one 
refting over t the fhare-bone, while the 
| other 
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other. refts on the jetting-in of the 
rump-bone; as alfo when the waters 
having been: long gone off, the hinder 
part of. the womb contracting or 
{queezing round the neck and before 
the fhoulder of the child, fore up its 
body. 

In thefe cafes, when we find the 
head is drawn back, and delivery hin- 
dered during feveral pains, we intro- 
duce one or two fingers into the wo- 
piglaimindanwetds Betas a pain goes 
off, fo far up, as that we can prefs. on 
the child’s fore-head about the root of 
its nofe, avoiding the eyes as much as 
~poflible ; hereby. we detain the head 
till the return of another pain, which 
Aqueezes it farther down, while we 
with our fingers pufhing flowly and 
gradually, turn- the fore-head’ half 
round outwards and upwards: and 
thus the pains continuing ftrong, the 
-child’s head is effe€tually forced along 
even with, the mnavel-ftring twifted 
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about the neck, and delivered. At 
other times alfo, when the head is very 
low, we can frequently do the fame 
by prefling a finger outwardly on each 
fide the moveable end of the gil 
bone.. «. 

If it happen, that after the head is” 
delivered, the body is retained by the 
contraction of the outward mouth (for 
this feldom happens from that of the 
inward mouth of the womb) and that 
even after the face is felt on the out- 
fide, or if it fhould be detained from 
its largenefs, or the wrong pofition of 
the fhoulders, or from the navel-firing 
being twifted round the neck or body 
of the child, we embrace the head as 
in the laft cafe, and pull along firft 
ftraight forward; or if this does not 
aadwer, we vary the direction from 
fide to fide as above- mentioned. : 

If the body cannot yet be moved 
along, altho’ as much force as poffible 
7 has been ufed, without over-ftraining 
i I ae ihe 
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the child’s neck, we try to flip the 
turns of the navel-{tring over the head 
from off the neck of the child: but if 
that be impracticable, we flip up one 
or two fingers, either above or below 
to one of the arm-pits, and endeavour 
to bring out the wets while at. the 
fame time, with our other hand, we 
pull at the neck; if the body do’ not 
yet yield, we shift hands, letting the 
other arm fuftain the force. 

_Lafily, If all thefe means prove 
unfuccefsful, we cut the navel-ftring, 
and tie it afterwards. If the fhoulders 
of the child lie fo high, that our fingers. 
‘cannot reach far enough to take fui- 
cient hold or cut, we run the flat of 
our hand along the child’s back; or 
fhould the outward mouth of the 
womb be ftrongly contracted round 
the neck, we pufh up our hand along 
its breaft, and pull as before: or this 
failing, we introduce and try to fix 
our Ainge in the arm-pit, and at length 

| D 3 bring 
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bring about a delivery, by pulling along 
cautioufly as before. neN? 
Firruty, When the bag that con- 
tains the waters is {trong and tough, 
or is not pufhed down far enough, 
and continues fo long unbroken, that . 
the delivery is thereby hindered, we 
immediately endeavour to break the 
bag, 1f the inward mouth of the womb. 
is fufficiently open for that end: and 
there is the greater neceflity for our 
doing this, if the woman has been be- 
fore much fpent with labour, or has’ 
been feized with a great flooding; be- 
caule by breaking the bag, we not only: 
halten delivery, but leffen or quite ftop: 
the flooding, and fave both mother and — 
_child. | 
In breaking the bag, we fit thr ot 
our fingers again{t it at that time, 
when it is pufhed down during a pains 
or this Janine, we then pithy it with 
the nails of our seme and fingers. 
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‘If it is kept up too high to be broken ‘ 
in. this MABE we introduce our hand” 
into the paflage, if the outward mouth 
of the womb is wide enough to admit 
it without much pain to the woman, 
otherwife the fore and’ middle fingers 
only: then we direct with our other’ 
hand a pair of fharp- pointed {ciffars 
along and between them, and cauti-” 
oully pierce through the bag jut ac’ 
the time when it is pufh ed with the’ 
waters below the ‘head; whereby, if 
never fo fmall a hole be made, the wa- 
ters will be difcharged with fufficient 
force to tear the bag afunder. ) 
“Thus, having got the bag broken, 
and the waters lefiened, as much as to 
allow the womb to contraét and 
{queeze along the child, we then, with | 
the affiftance of the pains, foon deliver 
the woman, as has been above-men- — 
tioned. ty? 
Sixtuny, Sometimes no waters can 
ba Fee, while the head of the child * 
D 4 7 1S 
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is no farther advanced than the upper 
part of the bafin, becaufe it ftops up 
the paflage, fo as that there is but a 
very {mall quantity gets down toward 
the back part from the fqueezing of 
the womb, after the head has advanced | 
downward a little; then as the head 
defcends more and more, being pufhed 
farther down, we can eafily break the. 
bag: but when no waters come down, 
and the bag is clofe upon the head, we 
can fearcely even do it, when we 
iqueeze or prefs againft the head, till 
we feratch it with our nails; by which 
wearing thinner and thinner, it at 
length fplits upon the head by the 
force of labour. 
It is to be obferved here, that we 
never try to break the bag, unlefs we | 
are certain that the delivery is hinder- 
ed by its ftiifnels or toughnefs; becaufe 
this hinderance may happen alfo from — 
the woman’s weaknefs, from the bafin — 
beitig narrow, or the head of the child _ 
{at ge, 


Of Natural BirnTus. 57 
large, and then we leave it to nature ; 
for if the waters, which ferve to. keep. 
the parts moift and flippery, were too. 
foon let out, thereby the deliver y would 
‘be much hindered, while in time the 
head coming down by. the pains, fo 
far as that the greateft part of it is paft. 
the upper part of the rump-bone, upon. 
breaking the bag, is delivered thus be- 
fore all the waters are gone ; and which 
moiftening the parts of the woman, we 
deliver the body with the more eafe 
and fafety as above. | 

Laftly, The crown of the child’s 
head is fometimes forced through the . 
brim of the bafin down to the inward 
mouth of the womb, the waters hap- 
pening to be but little or none between 
the bag and it, and gradually opens it, 
and ftill advancing and arriving in the 
paflage of the womb near to the out- . 

ward mouth, the bag fplits, and little 
or no watersycome away, until the .. 
ore be delivered ; for feeling plainly 

Ds the 
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the hair of the child’s head, we are 
fure the bag is tore: but if wé do not 
feel the hair, but fmooth fkin, and the 
woman has undergone many pains, 
even after the inward mouth of the 
womb has been largely widened by 
nature, and our hand forced ‘into ‘the 
middle of the bafin; as we know that 
in this cafe, the coming down of the 
head is hindered by the toughnefs of 
the bag, we break it, and quickly af- 
ter the head of the child is delivered, 
and we bring away the body as ufual. © 
SEVENTHLY, In moft natural. la- 
bours, the crown of the head prefent- . 
ing to the inward mouth of the womb, 
we obferve the fore-head turned to the 
fide of the brim, efpecially if ‘the 
bafin be narrow ; yet, as it is forced 
down, it turns into the hollow of the 
lower part of the ramp-bone. | -But-if 
at any time it fhould ftick in its for- 
mer fituation, introducing our hand, _ 
or at leaft fome fingers, into the paf- — 
| fage, 
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faze, .we endeavour to. fet it) to: 
rights. : 
However, generally, hap shi pctidh 
prefents, and. is forced along in fuch 
pofition, we do little elfe but encourage: 
the women to bear down with all her 
ftrength in every pain, and reft during, 
the:intermiffions of the pains, manag-: 
ing the reft of the delivery as has been; 
already mentioned ; particularly as in 
the cafe jof. thofe births. that are 
lingering from ftiffnefs of the parts: 
of the women: only here we ufually 
order, if coftive, the common injection, 
together with about ten. grains of 
Matthew’s pills in two, to be taken, 
afterwards to promote the birth. 

. E.eénruzy, After the child is born, 
if the womb-cake or after-birth comes 
_quickly away, as generally happens in. 
natural births,, and the child is. living, 
and well, we forthwith tie.and cut the 
navel-(tring, and order the child’s head 
_ to be covered, with a warm cap,) and 
G3 ies oD 6 put 
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put under the: bed-clothes,: or its body 
to be covered with a warm esnianaees or 
linen cloth, 7 : 
If there is no token of whee dfn: 
burden coming away foon, and no, 
flooding obliges us to haften its deli+: 
very, we rather let it alone a while, 
and allow the mother to reft a _— 
and the child recover. i 
Tf the child happens to be bare eri 
weakly, before we tie and cut the 
navel-ftring, we deliver the after-bur-: 
den. In this cafe, or when it does not 
breathe, we endeavour to reftore it by 
ordering the child to be kept warn, 
moved {trongly, or even whipped ; or 
its head, temples, and breaft to be 
rubbed with fpirits, garlic, or onions ; 
or muitard to be applied to the mouth: 
and nofe: and laftly, when there® is: 
not the leaft appearance of its reviving, 
we may blow into its mouth witha’ 
pipe or filver canula, whereby: it has 
fometimes furpr ingly recovered, 
If 
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Tf then:either the child is born live-' 
ly, cries and breathes well, or when’ 
otherwife is recovered by the above or. 
the like means, we proceed to tie and 
cut the navel-ftring in the parse 
manner, 
_. We provide a ftrong thread or two 
of about fix or eight fingers bréadeh’ 
long, compofed of three or four fmalh 
threads waxed together, fo as to equal 
about the bignefs of a common. pack- 
thread ; and having knotted it at the 
ends, we tie therewith the navel-ftring 
about two fingers breadth from the 
belly of the child, by making at firft 
only one turn, if it be fmall, and two 
knots: but if the navel-ftring be thick, 
we make two more turns, and a double 
knot, always taking care to draw the 
thread fo tight as to*prevent a bleed- 
ing ; which, if it fhould happen, we’ 
make another tying below the former;’ 
elfe the child might bleed to death: 
barn we cut the navel-{tring with a 
pair 
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pair of good {ciflars, which before, cut-. 
ting we run up. to the joint of the: 
blades, that it may be done with one, 
fhip, about a finger’s breadth or fo. 
from the tying towards the womb- 
cake. bers 
After this, we wrap a {oft Te ag : 
round the navel-ftring, and double: it, 
up along the belly of the child, and) 
apply a thick comprels of linen folded, 
three or four times double, keeping at, 
firm or moderately tight, fo,as not.to- 
affect the child’s breathing, with) a, 
roller or, bandage round. the. beily,. or. 
with what is called the belly-band. 
This part of the navel-ftring thyinks, 
turning firft blue,.then black, ,and, 
about five or feven days. falls.off . slog, 
to the belly. , ol 
It is obfervablesd in hal place. f foever. 
& the navel-ftring- the: tying!-as: made,. 
it will till drop off clofe at the nayel.s, 
fo that. the: ‘ruptures, ‘of the navel do. 
nots nieree depend. upon: the, tying of, 
the 
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the navel-ftring, but may happen’ 
when the comprefs and belly-band are 
not kept fufficiently firm, and conti- 
nued even fome time after the tied part 
has withered off from the belly, efpe- 
cially in children that cry much. © | 

‘When in tedious labours it happens 
that the head of the child has been 
lodged long in the bafin, fo that the 
bones ride over one another, whereby 

the head is unnaturally lengthened out, 

the brain is then often fo comprefled,’ 
as to caufe violent and fometimes mor~ 
tal convulfions foon after delivery. 

To remove thefe, we either cut the 
navel-{tring before it is tied as above, 
or tie }t fo flightly as to allow two or 
three large fpoonfuls of blood to be 
difcharged. 

_ If when there has: been arentekiice 
ufed in the delivery, any mark or bruife 
appears on the child’s head, we order 
it to be anointed with pomatum, and 
gently chaifed or rubbed up with a 
i warm 
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warm hand before the fire, whereby it 
generally wears off. 

But if upon examination we find 
‘the child has received no hurt in the 
birth, then there is nothing more to 
be done, but to look after the navel-. 
{tring. The comprefs on it we conti- 
nue for fome time, and moderately 
tight, to prevent a rupture at the navel 
as aforefaid. In children that cry 
much, we keep it {till a longer time 
on, and tighter, only not fo tight as, . 
to. be unsaby in ay iis ee to the - 
child, 

We undo and examine the fart. 
every other day, and when it drops off, . 
apply a pledget of dry lint to the navel, . 
and over it a comprefs and bandage, .. 
continuing thefe dreffings for feveral 
weeks, more or lefs, as there is occafion. a 

During the wafhing of the child, . 
which may be done firft before the | 
navel-ftring is tied and cut, with a 
little warm water or fope, or milk and 

water, 
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water, efpecially its f{calp, arm-pits, 
and groin or flank; and while it is 
dreffing, we order it to be kept mode- 
rately warm, particularly in its head 
and breaft, and its body to be kept 
tolerably | tight in ‘*s clothes for the 
conveniency of handling it, and to 
prevent its catching cold, if it be 
weakly. ; 

If it be ftrong and full-grown, it — 
may be clothed more loofely, becaufe 
then it would fuffer much by too great — 
a tightnefs 1 in its clothes, yet neither 
fhould it be over loofely clothed, but 
in a middle way between thefe ex- 
tremes. The clothes muft be mode- 
rately warm too, and fo ordered, that 
the child’s legs, when it is awake, may 
be at full liberty: and laftly, all along 
as few pins as poflible fhould be ufed, 
not any but what are abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, and that with all the care 
imaginable. | 

eo NINTHLY, 
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Nintuiy, The navel-firing being 
tied and cut, and‘ the child managed 
as above dire€ted, we in the next place 
deliver the after-birth, unlefs it has 
been forced down by the labour-pains 
immediately after the child: but firft” 
we let the woman reft a little, as al- 
ready mentioned, to recover from her — 
fatigue, and that the wo omb may, in 
contracting, have time to fqueeze: off 
the cake from its inner furface; during” 
which time alfo, about two or three _ 
tea-fpoonfuls of blood is difcharged’ 
through the navel-ftring gai the cake," 
whereby being leffened in bulk, the’ 
womb may be more eafily contracted, ° 
which is the reafon that we apply but 
one tying on the navel-ftring, and the! 
after-birth generally comes away of it-" 
felf in about a quarter of an hour,” 
more or lefs, aCCOnATNE, to Miho cir 
cumftances. 
If fome pieces of the feeble 
fhould be even left in the womb, pro- — 
vided | 
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vided no great flooding attend, they 
commonly come away of themfelves’ 
in a day or two, without any harm 
to the patient; yet we take care, if 
poffible, even with our hand,. to deli- 
ver it intire and at once, although 
fome are of opinion that the fragments. 
or remains fhould always be left to. 
nature. feat 

Nature, generally of herfelf, (as’ 
has been faid) difcharges the after- 
burden ; and it is very rare, ‘perhaps 
not once in fifty times, that we have: 
occafion to feparate it with our hand. 
from the womb, as it comes along by 
the common afliftance of pulling at 
the navel-ftring, and the woman's. 
forcing down. And as the mouth of 
the womb may as eafily be ftretched. 
fome hours after delivery of the child, 
as at any, other time, we never ufe our 
hand in the womb but when there is’ 
an abfolutely neceffity for it, ae 
vor carefully to be remembered... 
| Th he 
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- The ordinary and° more. extraordi- 
nary way of delivering the after-birth, 
when neceflary, is as follows. We 
take hold of the navel-ftiing with our 
left-hand, turning it round the fore 
and middle fingers, or wrapping it in 
a cloth, that it may not flip from our 
erafp, and fo pull gently from fide to — 
fide, defiring the woman at the fame 
time to affift our endeavours, by ftram- 
ing as if at ftool, blowing into her 
hand, or provoking herfelf to vomit _ 
by thrufting her finger or a feather 
into her throat, &c. 

. But if by thefe means it cannot be 
Leissaie away, we then of courfe 
-jntroduce our hand flowly and gently 
into the womb, and feel for the edge 
of the cake; which having found, we © 
pull it gradually. along; and as it 
comes out at the mouth of the womb, 
we take hold“of it with both hands, — 
and deliver it, taking particular care, 
as afeininly to bring orey all the fkins, 
which 
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which when fticking we pull along 
with great. leifure aud the utmoit 
caution. 

When the navel-ftring takes its rife 
towards the edge of the cake, which 1s 
often the cafe, it comes eafier off by 
pulling than when 1t takes its rife from 
the middle, unlefs it be uncommonly 
retained indeed, by {ticking faft to the 
womb, or by the ftrong contraction of 
its inward mouth. 

If the navel-ftring is fixed to fai 
middle of the womb-cake, and that 
part prefents to the mouth of the 
womb, the whole lump will be too 
bulky to come along in that pofition ; 
in which cafe we introduce two fingers 
within the middle of the womb, and 
bring it down with the edge foremoft, 

When the cake is feparated by the 
contraction of the womb, by reafon 
of its weight, it is pufhed down before 
the ¢kins of the bag, and both are 
brought away inverted, or turned. in- 
fide out. When 
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When part of the cake has pafied 
the inward mouth of the womb, and 
the reft of it cannot be brought along 
‘by ealy pulling, becaufe the mouth of 
the womb 1s clofe contracted round the 
middle of it, or part of it ftill fticks 
to the womb, we flide the flat of our 
“hand below the cake through the in-_ 
ward mouth; and having widened the 
‘womb itfelf, we flip down our hand 
to the edge of the cake, and bring it 
along ; but if it fticks to the womb, 
‘we pufh up our hand again, and hav- 
“one fepat ated it gently and very cauiti- 
oufly, we deliver it as before. | 
if inftead of finding the edge or 
middle of the cake prefenting to the 
mouth of the womb, we feel this lait 
clofely contratted, we take hold of the 
navel-firing, and flide our other hand 
along the {tring into the patiage of the 
womb ;:then flowly. pufh ‘our’ finger 
and drut joined lengthways through 
its inward mouth along the faid a fring 
| tuo cit | 
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to the place _of its rife in the cake. 
Here letting our hand reft, we feel 
with our fingers to what part of the 
womb the cake fticks. If it be loofe 
at the lower. edge, we try to bring it 
along ; but if it fticks, we feparate it 
as gently and flowly as poflible with 
the back of our hand to the womb, 
{the nails of our fingers being fhort 
_and fmooth), prefling the ends of our 
fingers more again{t the cake than the 
womb; and if we cannot certainly dif- 
tinguifh which is which, becaufe both 
feel foft, (though the womb. is firmer 
than the cake, and this laft more folid 
than clotted blood) we flide down our 
fingers to its edge, and conduct them 
-by the feparated. part, prefling it very 
gently from the womb, ’till we get the 
whole feparated. 
Sometimes when part , of it is fepa- 
rated, the reft loofens and comes away 
by. eafy pulling at the loofened part 
but if this is not done with eafe,, we 
; feparate 
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feparate the whole very cautioufly. 
- Sometimes alfo, by grafping the infide 
of the cake with our hand, the whole 
will be loofened without further trouble. 
As the cake comes along, we flide 
down our hand, and take hold of the 
lower edge, by which we fetch it out, 
as being too bulky to be brought off in 
a heap, keeping our thumb or fingers 
fixed upon the navel-ftring, that we 
may prevent its tearing, and fo pee 
it off as whole as poffible. 
When the woman lies on her back, 
and the cake fticks to the left-fide of 
the womb, we can feparate it eafieft 
with the right-hand ; but 1f it fticks 
to the right-fide, with our left-hand. 
When it fticks to the forepart, back or 
bottom of the womb, ete. tigi our 
hands equally does. 
"The nearer the cake hicks to ne m= 
ward mouth of the womb, the eafier 
it is feparated, and the’ fentlter of the 
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If the cake fticks to the bottom of 
the womb, and all the lower part of 
the womb is ftrongly fqueezed together, 
we force up our hands and fingeis 
lengthways, and gradually ftretch the 
inward mouth wider, which we do 
very flowly, when great force is re- 
quired (as is the cafe when the womb 
_ has remained contracted for fome time) 
refting between whiles, that our hand 
may not be cramped, nor the womb 
tore, at the place where it joins with 
the pafiage. 

In widening the womb, we either 
caufe a perfon to prefs with both hands 
on the woman’s belly to keep down 
the womb to us, or while we are pufh- 
ing up with one hand we keep it down 
ourfelyes with the other. When. we 
have thus got the great contraction of 
the neck overcome, we pufh our hand 
up to the bottom of the womb, and 
feparate and bring the cake off as 
above. | 4) 

| et a If 
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If the womb fhould ‘be-contr acted 
in the middle like an hour-glafs, which 
~ feldom happens, we ufe the fame me- 
thod as laft mentioned. 

When two children or more happen 
to be in the womb at one time, each 
has a feparate cake with a navel-ftring. - 
Sometimes thefe cakes are altogether 

diftinct, and fometimes form but one. _ 

At other times, though very feldom, 

twins may have but one womb-cake 
common to both children, whether 
there be two bags or not. In this cafe 
the cake of the firft feldom comes along 
until the fecond child be delivered ; 
but as this does not always happen, we 
Aake care to fatisfy ourfelves (See Part i. 
Chap. iii.) that nothing is left in the 
womb, when the cake comes off of itfelf. 
Both children being delivered, we 
bring off both the cakes, if they come — 
not away of themfelves. - If they form — 
two diftinct cakes, we feparate firft 
ene and then another ; but if they are 
joined 
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joined together, forming but one lump, 
we deliver them at once, as has been 
faid. | 
Laftly, in all cafes, and efpecially 
when the cake has been delivered with 
difficulty, we introduce our hand with 
much caution and tendernefs after- 
wards, to feel if any part of the womb 
has been pulled down, (which feldom 
happens to a fkilful practitioner) and 
if there is, we pufh it gently up, and 
rectify it as foon as poffible ; at the 
fame time clearing it of all clotted blood 
that may happen to remain in it, 
which otherwife might occafion violent 
after-pains, or weil evils. 
Tentuty, As foon as the mother 
is delivered of her child and after- 
burden, we order a foft warm cloth to 
be applied outwardly to the parts, 
{preading fome pomatum on it firft, if 
fhe happens to. complain much of 
{marting forenefs, her belly to be kept 
firm with a broad roller pinned acrois, 
i 2 and 
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‘and the foul things about and under 
her to be taken away, and exchanged 
for others that are clean, dry, and 
warm. | Lag y | 
We advife her to lie on her back. 
with her legs ftretched down clofe to-. 
gether, though we do not hinder her — 
to lie on her fide, if fhe thinks fhe can 
be eafier in that or any other pofture, — 
till fhe is recovered from her fatigue ; 
wiving her, if exhaufted or much {pent, 
a little warm drink, made of gruel, 
ale and fugar, called caudle, (fee page 
7.) or a {mall draught of white wine; 
or if fhe is too weak to be raifed, or 
in danger of reachings to vomit from 
her ftomach being overloaded, a little 
- nutmeg and fugar grated together in a 
fpoon, or a mild cordial f{tomachic 
draught of an ounce of mint-water, half 
~ an.ounce of weak or barley-cinnamon- 
‘water, and juice of lemon, twenty 
grains of falt of wormwood, ten grains 
of magnefia alba, and ten drops: of 
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fal volatile fweetened with fyrup of 
fugar. 
~ When the woman has in fome mea- 
fure recovered her fpirits and ftrength, 
we order the cloths to be removed from 
the parts, and others to be applied in 
their room-as before; and alfo if there 
be a large difcharge from the womb, 
(called the cleanfings) the wet linen 
below to be fhifted, that fhe may not 
catchcold; cautioning thofe that attend 
hher not to take her out of bed when 
fhe is either weak or faintifh, or fo 
much as to raife her up to fhift her 
head and body, until fhe is a little re- 
“cruited, as fhe might be feized with 
fuch a faintnefs, if not convulfions, 
- that might prove mortal. | 
To prevent faintings which are apt 
to happen, efpecially after a quick de~— 
livery, we order her belly to be kept 
moderately prefled, or as much as fhe 
can eafily bear with a pretty broad 
roller or fine. towel; always directing 
: E 3 a 
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a perfon immediately after the child 
is born, to keep her belly firmly preli led 
with the hands, till the roller is got 
ready to be applied, or a {mall fheet, 
which may anfwer. But thefe things 
we vary, according to the different cir- 
cumftances of the women, and cuftom 
of the country we live in. 

The head-cloths and fhift are to be | 
changed too, becaufe with fweating in 
time of the birth they are regdered wet 
and difagreeable. 

If there hath happened by the deli- 
a inflammations and fwellings of 

the parts, they generally wear off in 
time by reft, efpecially if the cleanfings 
and fweatings of her body are in fufii- 
cient quantity. 
~ But if they are fo violent as not to 
be abated thus naturally, we take away 
fome blood from her arm, and order 
the common milk injection, though in 
fmaller quantity, and more cautioufly 
than ordinary im this ftate of fo grea 
3 pain 


Of Natural Birtus. 79 


pain and weaknefs, while at the fame 
time we order ftupes or fomentations 
to be applied to the parts affected, 
made of marfh-mallow leaves, camo- 
mile, and elder-flowers, boiled ftrongly 
in water, putting fome fpirits of wine 
and camphire in as much of the liquor 
at night and morning as is fufficient to 
bathe them for about a quarter of an 
hour, with two pieces of flannel dip- 
ped ‘therein, and fqueezed out of it 
very warm by turns; immediately after 
‘each time applying a warm poultice, 
made by thickening fome of the fame 
liquor with crumbs of wheat-bread or 
oat-meal, and the fofteft of the boiled 
herbs chopped or cut very fmall. 

. Tf no {welling or aceident has hap- 
pened to the woman from’ delivery, 
but every thing is in’an ordinary way, 
we injoin her for the firft five or fix 
days to drink plentifully of barley- 
water, oat-gruel, weak chicken-broth, 
or caudle, which is a drink made of 

ce 4 thin 
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thin water-gruel, boiled up with mace 
and cinnamon ; to which, when ftrain- _ 
ed,. is added about a fourth part of ale, _ 
or lefs if fhe has a great thirft, and 
fweetened with fugar to her tafte; alfo 
white wine may be added inftead of — 
ale ; and eggs may be mixed with either 
of thefe caudles: though, when they 
are-mixed up with them, fhe fhould — 
not ‘ufe flefh-meats, or even broths, — 
till after the fixth day; taking care 
alfo, that the above things be made 
weaker or ftronger with the cinnamon 
or mace; ale or wine, according to the 
conftitution and other circumftances 
of the patient. : 

If fhe is low from any extraordinary 
difcharge, or if the weather 1s very cold, 
the caudles and broths fhould be made 
the ftronger. But if fhe is of a full 
habit of body, and inclines to be fe- ~ 
verifh, or if the weather. is very hot, 
thefe things mutt be made weaker. 


lg 
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in. general we order food that is — 
light and eafy of digeftion, fuch as well 
baked wheat-bread or bifket,. panada, 
or bread-berry, or fago and rice; the 
firtt boiled in water with wine and. 
fugar, the other in milk. We allow 
her a little boiled chicken, or even 
other folid food after the ninth days 
at leaft the lightelt kind of young ani- 
mals, as mutton, lamb, &c. which 
may he taken fooner or later, accord- 
ing to the circumftances of the cafe, 
and her appetite, in {mall quantities at 
a. ape, and often through the day. 
Ve ftritly injoin alfo, that fhe be 
am as free from noife as poffible 5 
and, if reftlefs, give her a fpoonful OF 
two of the quieting mixture formerly 
mentioned occafionally, or fifteen drops. 
or more of liquid laudanum, ina little 
white wine and water at going to reft. 
She is then to be kept quiet in bed for 
four or five days, when fhe is to be 
Bently lifted up in the bed-clothes in 
E 5 a 
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a lying-pofture in fuch weaknefs and 
Jownefs of fpirits, until the bed 1s 
made; into which fhe muft be laid 
again immediately, and there to re- 
snain for four or five days more, when 
probably fhe will be out of danger. ~ 
“<Tf the recovers but flowly, as is the 
cafe with fome women, fhe is to be 
treated in the fame manner, and with 
the fame caution, even after the ninth 
day from her delivery as before it: 
though there are others, who from the 
nature of their conftitution get up, 
walk about, and recover in a very fhort 
fpace of time; but thefe are greatly in 
danger of a fever being brought on by 
‘their rvafhnefs and forwardnefs. 

Tf the woman fhould be bound in 
her belly, we order her the foftening 
injection above-mentioned, or the big- 
nefs of a walnut of the lenitive elec- 
tuary night and morning to be given 
till it becomes epen: and if it is ac- 
Brpestied with a ftoppage of her 

urine, 
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urine, the fame things aré proper, if at 
the fame time the laft mentioned fo- 
mentation, with the addition of parley, 
but without the fpirits of wine and 
camphire, be applied in the fame way, 
as there direéted, to her belly : Or which 
may an{wer aswell, a couple of blad- 
ders half full of warm water, applied 
by turns to the fame part, firft, of all 
taking a little blood from her, if fhe 
be of a fanguine habit, or there ap- 
pears to be overmuch blood in her 
conftitution, known by the figns. Mtr 
merly given. 

Above all, there. is nothing contri- 
butes to a woman's recovery fo much 
as the free’ difcharge’ of. per{piration, 
-or the breaking out of a breathing 
fweat; which. is fo neceflary. thereto, 
that unlefs fhe has a moifture conti- 
nually over her whole. body for fome 
days after fhe is delivered, there is no 
great hopes of her recovery... 
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- This 1s directly promoted or in~ 
creafed by the means already mention- 
ed, namely, reft, quietnefs, and {leep, 
either naturally or procured by art as 
above directed, efpecially in the begin= 
ning. And during all the time of her 
allnefs, as well before as:after the deli- — 
very, we caution her againft giving 
way to the paffions of the mind, as 
grief, forrow, fear, or even joy, &c. 
as bemg always dangerous, and fome~ 
times, if exceffive, mortal. | 
-Lastyiy, In erder to the woman's 
complete recovery, we fometimes pre= 
fcrjbe a few purges, as that of fena- 
leaves taken by way of tea, half a | 
drachm of powder of jalap and falt- 
petre, mixed and taken in a draught 
of weak ale or water-gruel warm ; or 
a purging draught made up of: half: 
an ounce of tamarinds, a quarter of 
an ounce of fena, and half a quarter 
of an ounce of cream of tartar, boiled 
in four ounces or a gill of water to 
cat 8 he two, 
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two, and diflolving a quarter of an 
ounce of manna, and as much Glauber 
falts when {trained and warm, making 
it {tronger or weaker as the patient 
requires, and giving them once or 
twice a week accordingly in the morn- 
ing fafting, to purge any fuperfluous 
humours out ‘of her body that may 
remain at the end of the month wine 
her: delivery. > Ley 

~.'Thofe::: women, who have alas 
diawtinve in’ fufficient quantity, and 
of long enough ftanding, and have 
plenty of milk, and fuckle their own 
children, commonly recover well with- 
out any purgatives or other medicines, 
the humours being drained off that 
-way, efpecially at the nipples. Yet if 
there fhould be any complaints after 
the twentieth day, it will be neceflary 
to give fome of the purges above-men- 
tioned, after taking firft away a little 
as sige the lancet. , 


le 
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_ If a woman:has. pretty well vecover~ 
ed, the milk having been ;fucked,or. 
difcharged from the nipples, and after- 
wards difeufled, (See Part 11, Chap. u. 
Article 4.) no purging of any kuid is 
needful before the third or fourth 
week; fometimes not.till after the firft 
_ flowing of her courfes, which is com= 
monly about the fifth week, when, if 
they do not come down of. them{clves, 
we bleed her in ‘the arm or,ancle, and 
give her fome of the above purges, or. 
twenty grains of jalap-powder, with 
eight grains of {weet mercury, the 
fame way every now and then to pro- 
mote that difcharge, 8c. : 
To conclude what relates to the 
management of mother and child, we - 
fhalljuft mention a little about nurfing. 
If a woman cannot fuckle her child, 
which would be moft beneficial to her 
own recovery: as:well as the health of 
her offspring, we order her a proper 
_nurfe, 
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nurfe, one at leaft who has good milk, 
which is known by thefe marks: 

1. The ~~ her milk is: the 
better. 

2. It fhould flow in plenty from her 
breaft, at leaft in fufficient quantity, 
for the nourifhment of the child, which 
will appear from the good appearance 
of her own child. 

3. It muft be of a night vonhitiemia 

which 1s known by dropping a little 
of it on the nail of the finger, about 
two or three hours after fhe has eat 
and drunk and fuckled her child, 
when, if it {tands or remains thereon, 

not in a round but flat figure, it fhews 
the confiftence of it to be good. 

' Andiaftly, it ought to be of a fweetifh 
tafte, and blueifh rather than yellowith 
colour, having a bright clearnefs in a 
glafs, when a little therein is dafhed 
up on its fide: all which befpeak its 
being of a good quality, and proper 
for the purpofe of nurfing. 
| : In 
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In cafe her child is to be brought up 


“by dry nurfing, which is fometimes « 


neceflary, as proper wet-nurfes can- 
not be always had; and. fome children 


will not, and others becaufe of fome — 
impediment cannot fuck; though it is _ 
certain that wet- -nurfing, and that by._ 
the breaft of the child’s mother, is — 


moft natural and nourifhing for it. ‘ 
Here we order food that is fimple and — 


light, as moft proper to fupply the — 


place, or what refembles the mother’s 
milk as near as may be, as thin panada, 


bread-berry, or water-gruel made of ~ 


loaf-bread or oat-meal, boiled and — 


mixed with cows milk, and fweetened * 
with a little fugar; or if the child is ~ 
bound in its belly, rather with honey 


Or manna, 


histiey 
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SHEETS 
(CHAP. IL | 
Of pir toailey BIRTHS, 


EF IRST, eh euadal bevtas may be | 
_divided into two forts alfo; to 
wit, thofe that are commonly toate 
diftingtly under the different names of. 
laborious and preternatural. y 
A birth is called laborious, Peers i 
although the head of the child prefents, 
et as it is more or lefs turned from a. 
natural pofition, the labour proves al- 
ways hard and difficult, and requires 
*xtraordinary force, both in {tretching, 
he parts of the mother, and delivering _. 
aer ; which laft cannot be done often 
without the hel lp of inftruments. 
In thefe births, when the fontanelle 
or open part of the child’s head pre- 
ents (panch, is feldom): it is the leatt 
: % - -remove 
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SON aE | 


remove from the natural pofition, but — 
the rareft cafe of laborious births. — 
Here the forchead bulges or fhoots ~ 
out greatly by the hard labour, while — 
the crown of the head is rather prefled — 
into a flat form or fhape. 7 
This bulge is moft frequently found 
backward, forward, or on either fide, — 
at a little diftance from the crown, — 
which is the firft part that is prefled 
down by the pains, whence other and 
more common caufes of laborious: 
births; in all which the -head of the 
child is brought along with greater 
difficulty than in thofe where the crown! 
is firft prefented, and turned from @ 
round to a long fhape. eouen clay 
Sometimes the forehead is forced’ 
towards the groin and fhare-bone ; at 
other times the open part of the head’ 
prefents with the forehead to one fide of 
the bafin’s brim, and the hind-head to” 
the other, and is fqueezed down “not 
far from the natural pofition ; or the 
| ear 
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ear may prefent itfelf there when the 
crown will be firft forced down, &c. 
» Tf the forehead be nearer than the 
crown to the middle of the brim of 
the bafin, it will be forced down ofteneft 
an the fhape of the fmall end of a 
fugar-loaf. 
|. But it inftead of the crown or fore- 
head, the open part of the head fhould 
prefent, it will come down in a fharp 
mere form, which happens feldometft. 
‘When the forehead prefents, the 
ee | is fometimes preffed forwards ; at 
other times the crown is towards the 
sump-bone,and the forehead tothe groin 
or {hare-bone as aforefaid; in all which 
pofitions, which-are indeed different 
\ccording to the different figures of the 
Wi and bafin, and poftures of the 
ild’s body in the womb, the birth is 
ways difficult and dangerous. Theie 
hings premifed, 
In order to deliver in unnatural 
ths, there is, as aforefaid, an abfo- 
lute 
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lute neceffity for the affiftance of in- 
truments, the names whereof, at leaft, 
it will be proper now to give before we 
enter upon them. 

Thefe then that are chiefly in ufe 
for ae end at this day are, | 

_ A blunt-pointed extractor, called 
a, Scene, contrived fo as to draw — 
out the child alive vane the help of our 
hands. 

2. A fharp-pointed extra€tor, called 
the crotchets, together with a pair of 
long fmall fciflars, with-ftops in the 
middle of their blades, for drawing thee 
child dead from the womb. : 

3. A double blunt hook for affiting | 
in delivering the child, whether it be 
alive or dead in the womb. © 

As a notion of the form of thefe in- 
ftruments, as well as of the bafin and 
womb before deferibed, is much better 
formed from feeing them, than can be 
from any defeription or figure of them 
on paper, we fhall wave that, and pro-. 

ceed | 
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ceed directly to fhew the manner 

wherein they are ufed, beginning with 

the eafieft and firiplelt  eafe in. the il- 

luftration thereof, and going gradually 
on to the more difficult and complex, 

whereby their end and defign, as well 
as necefiity, will the more appear. 

_ SeconpLy, When the head of the 
child prefents with its forehead to the 
-rump-bone, the hind-head to the fhare- 
bone, and the ears to the fides of ‘the 

afin, declining or varying a little there- 

from; the head at the fame time 

being pretty far advanced i in the bafin, . 

¢§ it commonly is in this cafe ; but, it 
fiicks fo faft there, that neither" the 
‘woman's pains, nor our hands alone, 
can bring about a delivery: there- 

fore we are obliged to have recourfe 
to the firft inftrument above-men- 
tioned, namely, the forceps, to deliver 
her, which we do in the following 
amanner. eee . ~ 
ai ee | 3 We 
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We place the woman on her back, © 
generally acrofs her bed, as it were 
half-fitting, half-lying, her head and _ 
fhoulders being raifed, and her breech 
over the bed’s fide, with fome pillows 
under, and advanced pretty much for-_ 
wards, together with two affiftants on 
each fide to fupport her feet, and keep 
her knees at a due diftance raifed ‘Up; 
towards her belly. : 

This is the moft ordinary pofture of - 
the woman for being delivered in un- 
natural births, yet when it 1s neceflary 
to be different in any of the enfuing 
cafes, we {hall mention it. : 

Having firft anointed our hands, 
and the outward mouth and paflage 
of the womb, with hogs-lard or foft: 
frefh-butter, we ftretch the fame flowly 
and gradually with the fingers of our 
right-hand, one after another, and | 
then altogether, introduced in a longifh 
form, and turned round backward and 


- forward, pufhing up more and more 
| - ~ byg 
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by piece-meal, till the parts be fuffici- 
ently widened, as was {hewn before in 
natural births. 

If the head of the child is fo low, 
that our hand cannot be introduced 
high up in this form, we widen the 
paflage with our fiipers puthed up 
along the moveable end of the rump- 
bone, the back of the hand being 
placed next to the child’s head; and 
when fufficiently opened, to ep fi all 
our fingers, we turn the back of our 
hand to the fundament, while our 
Sab and fingers being flatned, flide 
along between the E cad and rump- 
bone, ufing fometimes the HgAb fome- 
times the left-hand. 

_ Thus we continue to pufh up 
ftrongly, till our fingers pafs the in- 
ward mouth of the womb, raifing at 
the fame time the child’s head with the 

alm-of our hand, that we may be 
more at liberty to reach higher to 
widen the inward and upward parts 
of 
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“of the womb, thereby to diftinguifh 
the fituation and fize of the head, and 
the widenefs or narrownefs of the bafin, - 
and determine more eafily whether we 
had beft deliver with the forceps, or 
turn the child, and deliver it by the 
feet, as we generally do in preter- 
natural cafes: or if the labour-pains 
are ftrong, and the head in a pretty 
favourable pofition, without being 
jammed in the bafin, whether rather 
we fhall wait fome time, in hopes that 
the child will come along without either 
of thefe ways by the labour-pains alone, 
efpecially if the woman is in no imme- 
diate danger from floodings, &c. the 
chief hindrance being the {tiffnefs or 
{traitnefs of the parts, as we never 
ufe inftruments but in abfolute ne- 
ceflity, as above-mentioned. But, 
| If there is no hope of the child’s 
being delivered otherwife, we proceed 
as follows. Firft of all, we muft know 
exactly in what pofition the head thus 
flicks 
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{ticks in the bafin, which we find out 
by feeling for one of the ears, from 
its forepart being known to be towards 
-the face; and if we cannot diftinguith 
this,.we pufh up our fingers farther 
to feel for the face itfelf, or the back 
_of the neck; but if {till we cannot per- 
-ceive. the head’s fituation, we next take 
-our obfervation from the fore-fonta- 
nelle, or where the middle feam of the 
fkull crofles the backmott. 
.. Having found out thus the pofition 
»of the head, we proceed to apply the 
forceps as follows: We fit down on a 
Jow feat before the patient, and having 
firft well anointed the inftrument with 
foft butter, we flide up our right-hand 
in.a flat form into the paffage of the 
womb, between it and the child’s head, 
until our fingers have pafled its inward 
mouth; then with our left-hand we 
take one blade of the forceps, and in- 
prods, it, holding it well backwar dy 
| F in 
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“in the introduction, between our hand 
and the child’s head. © . 

_ If the point of the sneehenete fhould 
‘ftick at the ear, we draw it back a 
 Jittle, and pufh it up again Gently ; : 
and when we have got the point fairly 
-pafled the inward mouth into the womb, 
we puth it {till farther up, till its joint 
is nearly clofe on the lower‘part of the 
head ; when withdrawing our right- 
hand, we flide up our left along the 
other fide of the head the famé way as 
before, and taking the other blade of 
the forceps, apply it thereto as’ above, 
always taking care that the blades are 
upon the ears of the child, or as near 
them at leaft as may be; then we fhut 
the handles of the forceps together, 
and tie their ends firm Ade a. ftrong 
garter. 

When a pain comes on, taking a 
firm hold of the inftrument thus: ap- 
plied with both our hands, we pull the 
head along, not ftr aight forward, but a 

little 
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‘little from fide to fide, and continue to 
do fo during every pain, till its crown is 
felt through the outward mouth of the 
womb, the back of the neck below the 
fhare-bone, and the feam of the hips 
pufhed out by the child’s forehead ; 
then ftanding up, we raife the handles 
of the forceps, and pull the head in 
imitation of nature in natural births; 
half-round upwards from ‘undernéath 
the fhare-bone, whereby it is delivered. 

The body and after-birth we deliver 
as above in natural births, 

It may be obferved here, 

1. That in working with the in@ru- 
ments we conceal them al] the time, 
as much as poffible, from the patient 
and by-ftanders. , : 

2, That as we are pufhing up the 
forceps into the womb, we {offen the 
feam of the hips every now and then 
with the butter. | 
_ 3. That in delivering the head we 
keep the palm of one hand clofe prefied 
heals Fig to 
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to the faid feam, while with the other 
we are pulling up the forceps and 
head gently. . 

And. laftly, That when it is almoft 
delivered, the fame part being on the 
ftretch when we are pulling upwards, 
we flip it cautioufly over the forehead 
and face of the child as they are coming 
out, elfe the feam of the hips fais be 
torn by the child's head. 

We proceed next to fhew how ‘ihe 
crotchets and long {fciffars are ufed in 
delivering a woman of a dead child. . 

Here alfo we place the women 
whofe child is known to be dead in the 
womb (fee page 94, 106.) in the fame 
way as above, when we ule the forceps ; 
‘we anoint and widen the outward 
mouth and paflage of the womb inthe 
fame manner, (unlefs thefe things have 
been already done, as is the cafe fome- 
‘times when we endeavour to deliver 
-firft with the forceps, which we gene- 
rally do as long as the child is alive) 

and 
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and place ourfelves in a low {eat before 
her as above-mentioned. 

Then having ordered a perfon to keep 
the child’s head in the womb fteady by 
prefling the hands on the woman's 
belly, we introduce our left-hand, and 
prefling the head, with our two fingers, 
we take the {ciflars with our right, and 
guiding them up the paflage of the 
womb by the faid two fingers, tull 
they reach the fkull, we pierce it thro’ 
as far as their ftops, turning them 
backward and forward, as in boring 
with an awl, efpecially if they have 
happened to pitch on a folid bone, and 
not in a feam, which will pierce eafily 
without boring: Then pulling their 
handles afunder, firft one way and 
then another, we make the hole Heapae ; 
for the larger the better. 

Then clofing them, we push them 
up beyond the ftops, and opening them 
again, we turn them backward and 
_ forward as before, to deftroy the brain. 

ie This 
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This alfo we fometimes:.do more effec- 
tually, by introducing. one. of the 
crotchets or double-blunt-hook, and 
moving it inthe fame way withone hand. 

The brain being thus. fufficiently 
brokensin pieces, and difcharging thro’ 
the hole, which generally it does. very 
faft, the fkulb will be prefled into.a 
much {mailer and longer, fhape ; then 
drawing out the*crotchet, till its point 
is {topped -at the infide of the hole 
made in the fsull, we prefs two fingers 
of our left-hand over-againit it on the 
outfide; when we pull along, keeping: 
the-handle as.much backward as; pof- 
fible, without pain to the woman, 

whereby together with the labour- 
pains, ids upon pulling the. head 
generally rife or increafe, although al- 
together ceafed before, and the woman’s 
bearing down, to which we encourage. 
her, we generally deliver the head with. 
ipeed ; or, if the woman has {trong 
pains, we often do it, without the 

crotchet, 
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crotchet, by our! finger and thumb. 
fixed on the edge of the hole in the. 
{kull, and the head pulled along as be- 
fore; or-as others practife, by Bxing.. 
the fmall hook of the double-blunt- 
hook the fame way as the crotchet 
was, and fo» pulling along as be- 
- fore ;or even by applying the forceps: 
to the head now narrower and longer 
than before, it will thereby fometimes. 
come along, and be eafily delivered. 

But if thefe means fhould fai, as: 
they may if the bafin happens to be 
very narrow, ‘we apply both crotchets. 
to each fide of the head. outwardly, 
much m the fame manner as we do 
the forceps as directed before; where- 
by indeed we are more certain to, de-, 
liver, though not fo fafely as by the 
above methods ; only we generally try 
firft to deliver. the head with one 
crotchet applied to’ the outfide. of .the. 
fkull-thus: We introduce it. mito the. 
pmiogt* as we do one leg of the-forceps, 

pe ay as 
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as has been fhewn, but with a great 
deal of ‘more caution becaufe of ‘its’ 
fharp point ; which being: fixed with ~ 
out hand above the chin, in the mouth, - 
back part of the neck, or fide of the: 
head above the ear, or in any part of 
the fkull, where we can get a firm hold) . 
and feizing at the fame time the bones 
at the hole that we made m the fkull 
with our left-hand to keep the head 
fteady, we pull along with both hands, : 
and thus often deliver it without the 
farther trouble of ufing both crotchets, ' 
which we never do but when vat force 
is required, and every other way fails. 
The head then being by fome or 
other of the above methods delivered, 
we bring along the body in the fame. 
manner we do when the child is alive as 
formerly fhewn. But if we cannot get 
the body delivered in the ordinary way, — 
either becaufe of its being greatly fwell- — 
ed, of a monitrous fize, or the great. 
nakrownels of the bafin, which is of- 
} 3 tener 
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tener the caufe of the hinderance,’ 
without pulling the head from the body, 
which in thefe cafes there is hazard of 
doing, we introduce one hand fo as to 
reach with the fingers to the fhoulder 
or breatt of the child, and conduct 
along it one crotchet with its crooked 
fharp point towards the child, and fix 
it with a firm application ; then with= 
drawing out hand, therewith we pull the 
body, while at the fame time with our 
other hand we pull at the head of the 
child : if the crotchet-point fhould lofe 
its hold, as fometimes happens, pufh- 
ing it up farther and farther, and frx- 
ing it again in the child’s body, we 
pull again, applying it ftill higher and 
higher as it gives way, and pull again 
and again till we work a delivery. 

As to the ufe of the laft-named in- | 
fcrument, called a double-blunt-hook, _ 
befides the ufe of it already fhewn, we 
alfo apply the largeft hook to an arm-~- 
pit, groin, or flank to affift us in | 

baat ¥ sy delivering 
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delivering in many cafes, when we 
cannot effect it with our fingers alone ; 
and in other cafes, efpecially in thofe 
of violent floodings, when we are 
obliged to deliver, though the inward 
mouth of the womb is little or nothing 
open, we fometimes ufe the fmalleft 
hook of this inftrument. 

We fhall conclude with the figns 
whereby to know when the child in the 
womb. is dead, which are, 

a. The child’s ceafing to ftir. 
2. A difcharge of. its excrements, 
though its breech is not- Pea into 
the bafin. oF 

sis No pulle being felt. at the fore- 
fontanelle, arteries of the temple, 
navel-ftring or wrift, when thefe parts 
ey | 

4: Great fwellingyof the hairy fcalp. 

5 ‘The bones of the fkull uncom- 
monly, loofe. 
eae: difcharge ofa ftinking humour 
from. the parts. 
yr :e No 
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7. No: perceptible. motion in the: 
tongue, child’s fingers, &c. when the 
face, hand, &c. prefent. 

- $. The woman’s countenance pale: 
and livid, or as it were black and. 
blueifh. 

, gs Her. breatts Sole and flat. 

10. A coldnefs and weight felt. in: 
her belly from the child’s falling lke 
a heavy ball to the fide fhe lies on, &c.. 

But the feparation of the fkin.of 
the child’s head (thotigh indeed. this: 
happens only fome days after the child’s, 
death) a want.of pulfe in the navel- 
{tring and wrift, and the fkin being, 
ftripped « off the child’s arm with eafe, 
are of: all the figns, perhaps what, we: 
can moft depend on; fo very uncer tain: 
are they immediately after the death. of. 

thesthildan 34), 

'THirDi¥, “When. the ferchiead is: 
high. up.at or above the upper part of: 
the rump-bote and after having in-. 
troduced and. applied. the. forceps: fo 

EG he: 


> bea 
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the ears of the child, as has been al- 
ready fhewn at length, we cannot, on: 
account of the narrownefs of the bafin - 


at that part, bring along the head, by» 


one or two trials, we endeavour to turn. 
the forehead a little to.one fide ; but if it 
is fo fixed in the bafin, as not to be moved. 
in that manner, we try to push the head. 
above the brim, and then turn it to 
the wideit part of the bafin, when we 


pull along till the head comes to the 


lower part thereof ; then we turn the 


forehead into the hollow of the rump- 


bone, and the crown below the fhare- » 
bone, and with a half-round turn up 


wards deliver the head, and afterwards — 


the body of the child as above fhewn. | 


If it happens that, when the head is. 


come low down, we cannot bring it» 


farther, becaufe one of the fhoulders 


refts above the fhare-bone, and the.» 
«ther on the tump-bone; the head be- 


ang itrongly grafped in the forceps, 


we pene it up as far as poffible, moving 


from 
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from fide to fide as we pufh up, that 
the fhoulder may the more eafily be 
moved to the fides of the bafin, by our’ 
turning the forehead a little towards 
one of them, which we bring back 
again into the hollow of the rump- 
bone; and then pulling along, we try 
abet to deliver. Should the difficulty 
ftill remain, we pufh up the head 
again, and turn it to the other fide,” 
and fo deliver the head, and after Wards | 
the body as ufual. 

Fourtuiy, When the forehead is 
turned towards the fhare-bone, the” 
ears of confequence being towards the’ 
fides of the bafin,; or when the fore-- 
head is towards one of the groins, in 
which cafe the ears will vary a little 
way from the fides of the bafin. | 

‘In either cafe, having fvercethed the — 
forceps along the ears, we pufh up the” 
head alittle, and turn the forehead to 
one fide of the bafin, and fo bring it 
along, ‘till the hind-head is come to: 

the 
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the lower part of one hip-bone, when 
we turn the forehead into the hollow. 
of the rump-bone ; and pufhing 1 up or 
pulling down till. we can turn it a 
quarter or more farther to the contrary 
fide, which brings the {houlders. to the 
fides of the bafin, remembering to bring. 
the laft. turn. back again ; whereby now 
the forehead being in the hollow of 
the rump-bone, and the fhoulders to 
the hip-bone, pulling along, we eafily 
deliver the child as above. _ | % 
In thefe. cafes, however, we know 
by. experience, that the head, when. 
{mall, may be delivered by the pains 
without the forceps, which we only. 
ufe when the head is large, and the. 
chin. is fo much _pretied againft. the 
breaft, that. it fticks in the paflage, 
and cannot come along without. hurt- 
ing or tearing the woman greatly, 
which by delivering cautionfly with. 
the forceps, we prevent. But indeed 
an this and all other laborious cafes 
alimoff;, 
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almott, the pains in time will work a deli- 
very without the forceps, the ufe whereof 
we always delay as long as poflible. 

_ Firrary, -When the forehead at 
the brim is turned to one fide of. the 
bafin (fuppofe the left) then the head is 
higher up than in the former fituation. 

In this cafe we place the woman on 
her left-fide generally, with her breech 
over the bed, her knees pulled up 
to her ‘belly, and pillows placed be- 
tween them; then we introduce the 
fingers of our right-hand along the 
child’s ear, between the head and fhare~ 
bone, until they pafs the inward mouth 
of the womb. 

“If the head is fo fixed in the bafin, 
that there 1s no paflage between them, 
we pufh up our left-hand between the 
rump-bone and head, which we. raife 
as high as poffible above the brim of 
the bafin, that we may have room 
both for our fingers and the for ceps 5. 
mea we flip up one of the blades, 

kept 
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Kept well backwards as ufual with our 
right-hand, and withdrawing our-left, 
with which we hold the handle of the . 
blade already introduced, while we flip : 
up the fingers of our right-hand at the 
fhare-bone, and pufh up foftly, be- 
caufe of the bladder and inward mouth 
of the womb, the other blade; and - 
when it is paft the inward mouth fair- » 
ty, we pufh it up farther, join the | 
blades, and having tied their handles, ~ 
which we keep well backwards as ufual, 
we pull along the head; and after it is 
fufficiently advanced! we turn the fore- 
head into the hollow of the rump-bone, — 
with a quarter turn farther as above- — 
mentioned, to be returned back again 
before we pull along the head. fl 
If notwithftanding the head comes | 
not eafily forward, we turn-the woman — 
to her back, and then pulling the hind- ~ 


head half-round outward from below. — 
the fhare-bone, we deliver as has betes i 


belore fhewn. 


SIXTRLY, 
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‘Sixruty, When the face of the — 
child prefents, and refts at the upper 
part of the bafin, we pufh up its head 
to the bottom of the womb, turn the | 
body, and. bring it away by the feet,’ 
as will be fhewn in the next chapter ; 
becaufe the hind-head being here turn- 
ed back on the fhoulders, cannot be » 
pulled along with the forceps, unleis — 
the head be very {mall indeed. In — 
this cafe alio, when the head happens 
to advance pretty faft in the bafin, we 
have known it to be delivered alive by | 
the labour-pains alone. On the other 
hand, if it defcends flowly, or after it — 


is low down in the bafin, and fticks a. ~ 


confiderable time, the child is often 
killed by the long preffure the brain — 
fuftains. To prevent which, we take 
care to deliver in time, either by turn- - 
ing the child, and bring it off by the © 
feet, (though we feldom can do that 
in this cafe) or by seca with the 


be 
When 
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When the face 1s come.down, and 
fticks at the outward: mouth - of. the, 
womb, the greateft part cf the head is 
then f{queezed down into the bafiny 
and if not fpeedily delivered, the child 
here alfo is often loft ; and when it 1s: 
fo low down, we feldom or never. can’ 
return it-on account of the great con- 
traétion of the womb. o ball 

In this cafe, therefore, when the’ chia 
is turned towards the lower part of the 
fhare-bone, we introduce the forceps ;» 
and. fixing them, as has: been fhewn,! 
we bring out the chin from under: the: 
fhare-bone, and pulling the head half-» 
round upwards, we deliver it creates 
andi gently. as-above. <i? oldnishtacd 

- SevenTHLY, When the. chin. 18. tors 
wards the rump-bone, and the hind- 
head fo prefied back between the fhoul-, 
ders, that the face is' kept from -rifing? 
up below the fhare-bone, we pufh up: 
the head with our hand to the upper 
part of the bafin; and introducing the. 

forceps: 


SSN 
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‘forceps as ufual, we turn therewith 


the hind-head to one fide of the bafin, 


while we move the chin to the other ; 


and, if poflible, to the lower part. of 


the hip-bone : then we bring the hind- 
head into the hollow of the rump- 
bone, with the chin below the fhare- 
bone, and {fo deliver as before. 

If we cannot do this, we try to pull 


down the hind-head with the forceps 


below the fhare-bone, at the fame 


time with the fingers of our. other 
hand pufhing the face backwards and 


upwards into the hollow of the rump- 
bone, &c. as above. ie taey 

When the chin points.to. the back 
part of the bafin, the forehead being 
{queezed againft the fhare- bone, while 
the hind-head is prefied on the back 
between the child’s fhoulders, the head 
‘cannot be delivered, unlefs we could 
bring out the hind-head from below, 
the fhare-bone as ufual. sie 

But 
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' But when the chin points to the fides 
of the bafin, laying the woman on her 
fide, and introducing the blades of the 
forceps along the ears of the child at 
the fhare and rump-bones, the chin 
being brought low down, we can turn 
it to the fhare-bone and deliver. 

Eicututy, In all cafes, except 
when the bafin is too narrow, or the 
child’s head 1s large, if the head has 
defcended no farther than the upper 
part of the brim of the bafin, or tho’ 
even a little in the bafin, and can be 
éafily pufhed back into the womb, we 
turn the child with our hands only, 
and deliver it by the feet ; but if the 
head is come as far down as the mid- 
die of it, and the womb greatly con- 
tracted, or fqueezed round the child, 
we deliver with the forceps. 

When the head is large, and the 
bafin very narrow, if the woman be in 
danger, and we can neither turn nor 
deliver with ‘the forceps, we deliver 

with 
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with the crotchets, as has been directed 
before in fhewing the ufe of that in- 
ftrument. 

When the head is lar ge, or the bones 
of the fkull hard, it will not pafS nor 
yield; neither will, it when dropfical, 
till the water is let out, or when the 
bafin is very narrow or diftorted, 
which happens to very. little women, 
or thofe that have had the rickets when 
young, the head of an ordinary fize 
will not pafs through it. In thefe 
cafes which are the moft difficult and 
dangerous, efpecially the laft, we never 
try to turn, but ufe the forceps firft, 
and if they do not anfwer, we open 
‘the head with the {cifiars, and deliver 
with one or. both crotchets, as has been 
above directed, but with the greateft 
caution. 
etat Htbe head is advanced in ‘the 
bafin, and the womb ftrongly con- 
tracted round the body, we find great 
) aafiealty to puth it back into. the 


womb, 
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womb, becaufe the force muft be fuf— 
ficient to ftretch it, fo as to receive the 
child’s head and our hands and arm :: 
and after that has been done, we meett 
often with ftill greater difficulty in turn— 
ing the body, in order to deliver byy 
the feet ; which trouble is often created! 
us by ignorant practitioners, who. not 
having had a regular education in mid— 
wifery, do not know how to fave 
the waters, by pufhing up their arm 
far enough into the womb in time,, 
whereby they would have been kept in,, 
and the delivery rendered nwuch eafier. 
We find at times, when the womam 
has no dangerous fymptoms, that the 
head, as was formerly obferved, will,, 
‘by length of time, with the continu— 
ance of the labour-pains, flide gradu— 
ally down into the bafin, even whem 
it is too large for us to ufe the forceps 
‘and deliver with fafety, although © the 
labour be flow and tedious, and the: 
woman feems exhaufted and weak » 
only: 
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only we take care in fuch a cafe, that * 
_ fhe-be fupported by a nourifhing diet, 
‘as boiled fowl,:é&c. or if fhe cannot 
-digeft folid food, chicken-broth, with 
rice, ight foups, frefh eggs, jelly of 
‘hartthorn, or of chickens or other 
things of the like nature, together with 
any cordial medicine to keep up her 
fpirits, as has been formerly prefcribed. 
_. We final] conclude this kind of un- 
natural births, with fome general di- 
«rections concerning them. 
-. In all laborious- births common), 
‘as the head is forced along, the bones 
‘of the fkull are fo coniprefied, that 
_ they lie over one another, as was taken 
notice of before, and as it is pufhed 
forward, is altered from a round to 
a longifh fhape; and being fufficiently 
advanced, to wit, one half or two- 
thirds of it being equal to or. patt 
the upper part: of the bafin, taking 
our obfervation from: feeling in the 
| back-fide- thereof, but {ticking faft, 
| the 
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the Iabour-pains having no effect, we 
can fafely deliver with the forceps... 

If the head being large is detainedl 
being narrow) or but a, fmall, part off 
it farther advanced, and the womam 
cannot be delivered with the ftrongefti 
pains, we cannot fave the child by7 
turning it to bring it by the feet, nor: 
with the forceps by the head, though: 
we always try that firft, but muft of: 
neceffity deliver it with the, crotchets 5; 
db only the life of the mother. 

_ When, the head prefents. with the: 
crown to the middle, the forehead to) 
the fide or back of the bafin, and tho’’ 
there be even ftrong and. continued. 
pains for fome hours after the bag is 
broken, the head. is not. forced. down. 
into the bafin,. or at leaft but very. 
little, like the tip of the. {mall end of 
a fugar -loaf, the head being too.large, 
or the bafin narrow, we can. only de- 


liver with thecrotchets. It is tue, when 
7 oe - the 
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“the head is high up, we could apply | 


_and lock the forceps in the middle of 
the bafin, but would be apt to take in 


fome part of the paffage of the womb |. 


in the locking, did we not ‘prevent it 
by feeling all round firft before we 
joined them, and fo with great force 
might thus effect a delivery ; but we 
{eldom venture with the say she or in fuch 
a cafe. 
~ At any time, when the head refts or 
is preffed too much on the forepart or 
fide of the-bafin, either at the brim or 
lower down, by introducing one blade 
of the forceps we might move it far- 
ther down, with the affiftance of the 
labour-pains, if ftrong, and our other 
hand applied to the oppofite fide of 
the head; but as our fingers cannot 
| generally reach high enough, we move 
the blade towards the ear, and intro- 
: ducing the other blade along the oppo- 
“fite ear, we can thus, with fufficient 


akety, esis the woman. 
G We 


‘nig very high up; and .thef 
-figns of -its .defcending ° felg 
having {tr etched the parts Hs a. VIEW. 
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- We find it. very difficult:to. deliver 


‘ib the. forceps, when the head. is: 
thrown. very much_ forward over; the: 
uy fhare- bone, which, fometimes. | happens 
: in a narrow. bafin by the over-much 
| jetting-in of the top of the rump-bone, 
‘as Awe cafanot puth. the handles of the 


forceps; (being: £00. fhort) far, enough 


back, to get fufficient hold of the head, 


fo ake obliged often to ufe the crotchets. 

When the: head of .the child. 1 4s .de- 
@fe-are no 
sand we 


to turn,. difcover that both. the head 4s 
large and the bafin narrow, we do not 
then proceed. with the turning ; be-: 
caufe after this is done, perhaps with, 
great difficulty y, we would nok be able 
to deliver, the. head without the: cl ‘otchet ; a 
but in all fuch. cafes, where the fore- 
head or face. pr efents, when we doubt, 
whether the child can. be, faved, by” 


eanings we always uy (t hough, swe) 
feldom 
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feldom fucceed after the waters: are 
gone off) to raife the head: with} our 
hand, fo as to bring the crown to-pre- 


fent; and if we fucceed; which: is in- , 


deed chiefly when ‘the head is little {in 
which cafe the child can be'dfaved! iby 
turning, &c.) we let the/labouroge on 
as in a natural calé ; but ifmof,: then 
we wait for the defcent of  thenhead, 


and thus often fave the child) by deli- 


vering with the forceps. - And. even af 
it fill fhéuld remain high up, the wo-+ 
man being’ alfo exhaufted and weak, 
we try the forceps, and, that failing, 


we take care to deliver in time with the 


crotchets, fo as at leaft to fave the mother 

(The head is fometimes fo fquéezed 
if locked in the baftn, and the hairy 
fealp f6 much fwelled, ‘that we cannot 
poflibly raife the head, fo as to come 
at the ears or inward mouth of the 
, womb; or to diftinguifh the feams ‘of 
~ the fkull, fo as to know how: the: head 
- pret | eld 
G 2 | Tn 
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*-Jn this cafe we can only introduce 
the forceps at random, endeavouring 
to removeithe uncertainty of the po- 
{ition by remembering, that in fuch 
cafes where the head is fqueezed down 
with great difficulty, the ears are for 
the moft part:towards the fhare and 
rump-bones, ‘and that the forehead 
feldom: turns into the hollow of the 
rumip- -bone before’ the hind-head is 
éome'down to the lower part of the 
hip+bone, when it rifes gradually to- 
wards the under part of the fhare-bone, 

the feam of the hips being forced out 
into a fwelling, &ce. as soap been meen 
before. 

When the head 1s detaiiied Hghn up 
from the weaknefs of the woman, the 
windings about or fhortnefs of the 
navel-{trings, or fr om the contraCtion 
of the womb over the child’s fhoulders, 
&c, we often fucceed with the forceps,’ 
-3f the head is not in a very unfavour- 
able pofition, although high, when we 
| cannot 


Pad 
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cannot turn the child: but if the head 
is large, or the bafin narrow, we, can 
feldom (as aforefaid).-fave ,the child, 
either by turning. or by the forceps, till 
the head comes farther down, when 
we may get it moved in a right man- 
ner, if not favourably placed.. 

. When the head 1s fmall, we bring 3 
it along eafily by the fimple force of 
pulling ; but this only happens. to. be 
required when the woman. is much 
reduced, and the labour-pains are not 
fufficient to deliver the child ; yet.the 
Jower. part. of .the womb may, be fo. 
ftrongly contracted before the, fhoul- 
ders, and fo clofe to the neck, as. to 
prevent the child’s advancing, » even 
when the head is fo {mall as to be 
loofe in.the bafin, our fingers. being 
moved around it; and this 1s ofteneft 
the occafion of preventing the head 
_ being delivered when loofe in the bafin. 
The difficulty when the head-is high 
up, is from the reftraint at the brim ; 3 
‘O4 G 2 for 
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for’ when it pafles that, it is feldom 
retained inthe lower part, unlefs the 
-patient-is very weak indeed. In which 
eafe we do not wait, as we are gene- 
‘rally certain of dehvering with the 
forceps iramediately, aes we pre- 
vent the danger that may happen to 
both mother and child, by the head 
contiiting to ledge there too long: 
henee we ‘never br eak the bag too foon, 
that the womb may not contract too 
forcibly and too long before the fhoul- 
ders; ‘when ‘the head is advanced: one- 
third’ or one-half on the outfide of the 
outward mouth of the womb ; which 
lat we here often prevent by two. fin- 
‘gers’ introduced into the fundament, 
‘&c. ‘as has been formerly direéted. 
“LAstiy, Though we never deliver 
with the crotchet, except when we 
cdnnot’tarn or deliver with the forceps, 
which: fometimes’ happens, yet when 
the hafin of the thother is too narrow, 
of ‘the héad’ of the child teo large to 
rot pa i. 
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bes and refts above. the brim, whe-. 
ther the cliild be alive or dead, we are 
ae to deliver, with it; becaufe 
in fuch cafes, as the woman cannot be 
delivered in any other way, and is in 
immediate danger of her life, fhe muft 
be delivered without lofs of time in 
fome way or other, elfe both will in- 

vitably periflr. Therefore, hee 

In every cafe, when the head pre re= 
fents, and cannot be delivered by the 
jJabour-pains, or by any of the other 
methods before-mentioned, the woman _ 
being: exhaufted, and her efforts, to- 
gether with ours, in ufing every other 
expedient, proving vain; or at leaft 
cannot be relieved without fuch force 
as would endanger her life, as well as 
that of her offspring, we are obliged, by 
inevitable confequence, to deliver with 
the ctotchets; and happy: it iy for the: 
woman ‘that we. can by any wnéans. 
fave her life. | - 
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(Of UNNATURAL BIRTHS. 


A natural births which we men- 
tioned, and which remains to be treat- 


ed. of, we faid, went under the name » 


of. preternatural. wee 
A preternatural birth jis ew 


oh the child, in. whatever wt . 
it prefents, is turned in the. womb, and ; 


is delivered. by its feet. 


- In thefe births, we may. wait. lone: 
“3n expectation. of the child being deli~ 


vered by the.pains; yet if the woman 


has not. ftrength enough. thereby to.» 
force down the head, or if there be a: 


; He: I RST, ‘The coord kind of un=° 


poderte 


great flooding, we are at length: forced. 


to turn and deliver by the feet, fince » 
becaufe of its over high fituation, we. 


cannot.deliver with the forceps, 
oct In 
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In thefe cafes alfo, if the child’s 
head fhould happen to be large, or the 
mother’s bafin narrow, we open the 
fkull, and deliver with the crotchets. 

Before we fhew the method of deli- 
_vering in preternatural births, it may; 
not be improper to premile the follow- 
ing things. 

1. It is fuppofed by fome, that in 
all unnatural-births, efpecially thefe we 
are now {peaking of, the ward mouth - 
of the womb is turned more: backward 
than in natural cafes; from whence, — 
fay they, proceeds their difficulty. But 
be this as it will it is certain, and to 
be well obferved, that in thefe births, 
the nearer the head and fhoulders of 
the child are to the inward mouth, the — 
more difficulty there is in deliver mgs 
and the contrary. -- ‘ah 
|. go’ Thecchet difficulty of: eagpinaipe 
children in ‘the womb, and bringing _ 
them by the feet, which we generally ° 
do in preternatural cafes, proceeds’ 
bow G5 from 
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from the ‘great contraétion of | the 
womb, and bad - shenin of the child 
thbrein ow 

4. Fhe more or lefs the waters are 
gone off, the aforefaid contraétion is 
ttronger or weaker, and the turning 
the child more or lefS difficult. 

4. The more longifh or roundifh: 
form or fhape the child lies in -the 
womb, the more its back “parts are 
ever the inward mouth, and efpectally 
when the ‘crown of the head, face) ear 
neck, Mouldets; or breaft prefent, the 
Breech and legs being’ extended up to 
the BettoteE the womb; or ‘laftly, 
the more the foreparts of the child are 
aerofs the mward mouth ‘of the womb, 
die head 6r breech over the thare-Bond 

witli 'the-limbs, ‘navel-ftring, ‘8c. orie 
or all at the upper or ‘ower’ part’ of 
the paffage, oath more Hsien a it is to 
aeliner | 1's , EHH 
3. acalt’ cafes where we perceive 
‘aie ‘reat foree will be eiebeltie yi we’ 


es 8 fave 
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fave our ftrengtl as-much as péflible, 
beginning ‘flowly, and: refting ‘our 
hands ‘between whiles, during” the 
work of pufhing up and turning the 
child, as thereby’ we fhall be the more. 
able to go through with the delivery. 

6. he marly eafes we ‘find, that in 
delivering our! firmeft pofition is to 
Rneel with the left or right knee on: a 
cufhion, keeping up the other ‘knee to 
fupport our ‘rightor left arm; and 
though, when! the bed on Bich the 
womnan “is: placed is high, we ftand, 
¥et even in that pofture we find it beft 
to mia ur elbow on-our knee. 
| In delivering in. fome cafes we 
bey though: aon, fix what’ is 
éalled a noofe en the child’s foot’ or 
ancle ; which is made thus, we take a 
ftrong half-worn gaiter or fillet, about 
a yard and a half long: if this band 
is thick; we make an eye at one end 
Of ity by doubling about half an inch, 
say hill it ftrongly, and the other 

G 6 end 
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end pafled through it forms, the noofe ; 
or if it is thin, we make it with our 
hand in the common way, by doubling 
it in the middle, and making a. noofe 
by drawing the two. ends anroueh the 
doubling. 
8. When at any time, our ope OE 
ang in the womb, we find the breech 
higher. than the. upper. parts of the 
child, or equal with them, the man- 
ner wherein we turn the child is, to 
pufh up the firft and pull down the 
laft alternately, or by turns, which. is 
eafier done the more the waters remain 
in the womb; for if they are all gone 
off, great ftrength. 1S required to turn. 
In this cafe we puth up the head 
gradually on that fide, to. which the 
thighs and legs are turned; and after 
they are reached, if they are not. very: 
high up, we advance our hand as far. 
as the bottom of the womb, whereby: 
at once we widen it, and bring the: 
deg more eafily down; which done, 
we 


hie 
YB 
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we puth up and pull down by tui ns as 


‘before. 
-. If the head and fhoulders continue 


to-hinder the breech and body from 


coming along, and we cannot bring 


the feet fo an as the outfide of the 
putnnts mouth of the womb, while they 
arein the paflage, we apply a noofe on 
one or both feet; for {unlefs the child 
is fo fmall, that we can turn it round 


by grafping the body) when the head 


and fhoulders being pufhed up, we 
endeavour. to bjt down the other 
parts, hist will again return to. the 
fame place: whereas, if we gain a firm 
hold of the feet, when wichoust the out- 
ward mouth, or in the paflage of the 


womb, by means of a noofe fixed on 


the ancles, we can with the other hand 
puth up the head, andbe able to bring, 


down the breech and feet, and retain 


them there, till the fuperior parts of 
thie obi are uitirely pufhed upwards, 


We 
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' We continue this way of pufhing — 
‘up and pulling down by turns, till the 
head is railed to the bottom’ of ' the 
womb; for fhould we leave -off too 
foon, and withdraw our hand, al- 
though the child fhould be delivered’ ag 
far ‘as the: breech, the head'ss fome+ 
times fo pretied down and “engaged 
with the body in: the -pailage, that it 
cannot be brought farther'down, with- 
out being tore along with the crotchet, 
as the breech and part of ‘the body 
may fo fhat up the paflage of the 
womb, that our hand. cannot’ ‘be ms 
troduced to raife the head. | 
o. In preternature al labours; the nef 
ture of the woman to be delivered 13 
generally much the fame as that in: th¢- 
laborious births above-mentioned, 
only one or two more affiftants are 
neceflary. Thus we place her on her 
‘back half-fitting, half-lying, but with 
her head.rather Jower than her breech ; 
which, being brought clofe to the 
si fide 
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fide of the bed, we order to be raifed’ 
higher, as in this pofture our hand 
and arm are cafier pufhed up along 
the back 5 eae of the woman to the 
bottom of the womb. 

Sometimes, however, when the fee¢ 
of the child are towards the mothers 
belly, .we can reach and manage thent 
more eafily when fhe lies on her fide, 
_ efpecially when’ the child is fmall, and 
the feet lie forwards toward the fore: 
part of the womb, in a belly that js 
pendulous, or. hangs much over the 
fhare-bone ; thdugh' when the legs are 
delivered, if the child is lar ge, or thre 
bafin narrow, we turn her on he: ‘back, 
becaufe we can then almoft in ali cafes: 
with more eafe and fafety, deliver the 
body and head : befides in this poet 
fhe is kept more firm, and her thighs 
are lefs in’our way. } 

” At other times, where gr eat force is 

ae to turn, we find it ufeful to 
place her on her knees’ and elbows in 
hi y Fee a 
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a low couch, in fearching for the feet,. 
tho’ fhe is then apt to fhrink from.us.._ 

10. Sometimes in preternatural cafes. 
-we meet with the mouths of the womb. 
fo much contracted, that we can {carce 
get in the tip of our finger, which we 
ftretch and widen after the folovine 
manner. . 

Having well anointed cour era 3 
and the parts of the woman, with foft.. 
butter warm before a fire, we gently... 
open the outward mouth and paflage - 
of the womb, by introducing our fin-.. 
gers gradually, and turning thems back- 
ward and forward (as formerly direct- 
ed) half round and pufhing upward ; 
then forming them lengthways, we . 
continue to ftretch flowly, refting every 
now and then, until our whole hand — 
is admitted into the paflage. Having | 
got thus far, we next infinuate, in the , 
fame flow cautious manner, firtt one, | 
then two fingers into the inward mouth. 
of the womb, which we ftr etch. alfo . 

gradually, 
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gradually, fo as to admit two more 
and the thumb, which will in time 
make way for the getting in of our 
whole arm, to be ufed as will be {hewn 
afterwards. : 

Laftly, If it fhould happen at any 
ume, that we find the inward mouth 
of the womb farther back than ufual, 
which probably may be the cafe when 
the woman’s belly hangs very much 
over the fhare-bone, and the labour 
thereby may become tedious ; when 
the head is not large, or the oe nar- 
row, in time of a pain, by introducing ' 
one or two of our fingers into it, we 
endeavour to bring it more forwards _ 

to its natural fituation, as this may 
contribute to her more fafe and ealy | 
delivery. We advife the woman, in 

fuch a cafe alfo, to change her pofition 
from time to time, while {he goes with 
shild, efpecially to lie on her back with 
her fhoulders low and breech raifed, 

jer to wear a proper roller over Ker °° 

(eu | belly, 
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belly, as thefe. means may prove con- 
ducive to the fame end.’ 

Srconpiy, If the knees and feet 
of the child prefent to the’ inward 
mouth of the womb, which is not fuf+ 
ficiently open to allow the child to: 
come farther down; or, if the woman 
be weakened with long-labour, or if 
danger by a flooding, we- ‘introduce 
our hand into the paflage of the womb, 
pufh up and ftretch the inward mouth, 
and bring along the feet ; which being: 
drawn out, and wrapped round with! 
a cloth for a firmer hold, we pull untill 

the breech is felt on the outfide of thet 
outward mouth of the womb. 

If the fore-parts of the child happem 
to be already toward the back of the: 
womb, we continue to pull j in the fame: 
direction ; but if' they are towards thé 
fhare-bone} or one fide, we turn thenr 
to the back part of the womb: and 
as the head does not move round equa’ 
sae the body, we ‘make allowance for 

tha 
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the difference in turning, by bringing 
the laft quarter-turn’ farther than thé 
place at which the head is to be placed 
fo that the face, which was towards 
one of the groins, will be forced to the 
fide of the rump-bone, where it joins 
with the hip-bone ; but which quarter- 
turn we bring back again, while the 
head remains as before, ©. > 
Then a cloth being wrapped coin 
the breech, we place our thumbs along 
each fide of the back-bone, and with 
our fingers grafping the belly pull 
along the body from fide to fide ;. and 
when the child is delivered as far as 


the fhoulders, wesflide our hands be- 


twixt ifs breaft and-the parts of the 
mother, and introduce our fore or 
middle finger, or both, if needful, into 
the child’s mouth; by which means 
he chin wil be pulled to the breaft, 
the forehead’ into the Kelle of the 
‘ump- bone, and the hind: head, at'the 
har e-bone,' vaited upwards, : 


: 


, | | os Baie 
| 


: 
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But if the head» cannot thus be: 
brought along with a moderate force,, 
without the lower jaw being in danger 
of being overftrained, we pufh oun 
finger farther up, and prefs on each 
fide of the nofe or lower part of the 
eye-brows ; and when the forehead 1s: 
come fo low as to pufh out the parts 
of the mother below at the feam of the 
hips, ftanding up we pull the head oi 
the child upwards, bringing the fore- 
head with a half-round turn from the 
under part of the outward mouth 07 
the womb, while we raife its body oven 
the mother’s belly, at the fame time 
flipping the outward mouth over the 
child’s forehead, and fo deliver. 

Here it isto be obferved, that, in the 
above delivery of the child’s head, thw 
arms in coming out of the outware 
mouth were along the fides of th 
head; but in the cafe of a narrow 
afin, or large head, the child coull 
not have been brought along fo with: 

OU 
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out the rifk of overftraining its neck : 
therefore, in that cafe, we bring down 
one of its arms, before we can deliver 
faiely ; at the fame time pulling the 
body to the contrary fide, whereby the 
fhouider will be brought towet down, 
by running our fingers along the arm 
till they reach the elbow, which we 
pull flowly and gradually downwards 
with ahalf-round turn, as it weré'to 
the other fide below the breaft: they 
guiding our fingers: into the ‘child’s 
mouth, we try if the head will come 
along ; if it will not; we pull the body 
to the other ‘fide, fo as to bring down 
the other arm in the fame way; and 
again endeavour to deliver the head 
after the following manner. ae 
- We fix one of our fingers, fuppofé 
of the right-hand, in the child's mouth, 
letting the body reft on that arm; 
then we place our left-hand above the 
noulder, placing a finger on’ each fide 
f the neck: if the forehead js towards 


one 


z 
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one fide at the upper part of the bafirr,, 
we pull it lower down, and craduallyy 
turn it into the hollow of the rump-- 
bone; we now ftand up, and in pull- 
ing raife the body fo as to bring out 
the head in a half-round turn as be 
fore, and deliver. ; en | 
When the head is’ low down, anc 
the chief refiftance is in the lowe 
parts, though this is feldom the cafe: 
or when the forchead is hindered front 
coming down into the lower part or 
the rump-bone, by an uncommon fhap» 
of the bafin or-head, if we think tha 
it will do better, we proceed m-th 
latter end of the delivery thus? W" 
try to makethe half-round’turn in thy 
contrary direction, and inftead of am 
troducing our fingers into the child! 
mouth, we let its breaft reft on th 
palm: of our left-hand, and placing th 
right on its fhoulder with the finger 
on each fide “of the neck, we prefs * 
downwards to the under part of th 
| . outwall’ 
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outward mouth of the womb, whereby 
the face and chin will-move more up- 
wards, and. the head come out with a 
half-round turn from below the fhare- 
bone, as in the other way, and be, de- 
liver ed. bis 7? 

If the forehead 1 is, not turned to one 
fide, hut, fticks at the uipper part of the 
Tump; -bope, we (efpecial ly if the bafin 
as; narrow). endeavour with our finger 
in. the. child’ s mouth to turn it.to, one 
fide of the j jetting- -in of the rump-bone, 
and then bring it along as before. 
ai If. ODE: of the child’s arms, inftead: 
of being, placed along, the fides of the. 
head, J5, turned; in. between. the face. 
and rmp- sbone, or, between the hind- 
head and fhare- bone ; the fame diffi- 
culty. of deliver: ing we. have here as in. 
the cafe. of, a large head and narrow 
‘ bain ; and the elbow, being for the moft 
part, ealil ¥; come at, becaufe .it. is. low 
aa WA in. i viii we are obliged. to 
tab ieeeeipas whlndadee bring 
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bring down one or both arms before 
we can deliver the head. ; 
If the bafin is not natrow, or the’ 
head very large, and the arms lie along. 
the fides of the head, we have feldom: 
occafion to pull them down, becaufe 
as was formerly fhewn, the bafin 1s 
wideft at the fides, and the foft fub- 
ftances that fill up the fpace betweet’ 
the rump and hip-bones below, yield’ 
tothe preflure and make room; but 
when they are fqueezed between the 
head and bones" of the bafin; and the 
head fticks, we bring them down; as. 
alfo, whenever the head, however fitu-— 
ated, comes alone with difficulty. © 
“When the hind-head refts at the’ 
fhare-bone, and ‘the forehead at the’ 
upper part of the rump-bone, we can” 
feldom bring down the head, until by: 
introducing our finger into the child’s 
mouth we move the fame to the’ fide, 
bring the chin to the: breaft and! fore-’ 
head into the hollow of the rump-bone, 
when 
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when we go on with the reft of the — 
delivery as beferes but when with a 
finger ‘in the child’s mouth, we cannot 
Salt down the forehead into the rump- 
bone, we pufh the fore-finger of our 
left-hand between the neck and fhare- 
bone, in order to raife the hind-head 
upwards ; which being done, we find 
the forehead comes with lefs difficulty; 
efpecially when we pufh up and pull 
down by turns. 

When there happeris to be a narrow - 
bafih,-or a large head and hard fkull; 
and when the body of the child haps : 
pens to. be greatly fwelled, we -deliver 
in fuch cireumftances the body and 
head as follows. If when the breech 
and legs are brought down, and the 
body of the child turned, as has’ been 
already fhewn, with the fore-parts to the 
mother’s back in pulling it. along, it. 
ftops at the belly, becaute ‘of vits great 
fize arifing from water or wind pent 
SPs which happens when the’ child has 

H been 
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been dead in the womb for fome time, 
we open its belly, by forcing the points. 

of the long {ciflars into it, or even: 
tearing it open with the hep crotchet,. 
and fo the baey will come AONE to the: 
, head. 
-Tf-after the body is idaccuns and. 
the arms: brought’ down, but every’ 
method for the delivery of the head, as: 
has been fhewn, fails, becaufe of its: 
being either naturally too, large, the: 
- {kull too hard, or the head dropfieal ;, 
or becaufe of the bafin- being too nar-: 
yew or diftorted, if we find the. child) 

is alive by the figns formerly given,, 
-efpecially if. we feel. the motion-of -the: 
heart, or the beating of the arteries. 
the navel-firing, we try to, deliver, it: 
with our hands as above, or this fail~ 

ing with the forceps, and, pane peer 
ferve the child’s life. © 4 

_ If we cannot do that, and the head! 

is fmall, or the bafin large enough, we: 
force the points of the feiflars through, 
the 
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the lower part ofthe hind-head; when, 
if the bones of the fkull are foft, or the © 
head dropfical, it will eafily be pierced ; 
or elfe we thruft the clofed blades of 
the fciflars through that hole in the 
bottom of the fkull through which the 
matrow pafies down from” the *brain 
into the back-bone, and opening: and 
widening with them this natural or 
that artificial hole, as formerly direct- 
ed, we introduce the fharp. cgotchet, 
whereby the brain being emptied, ‘or 
ima dropfical head the water being let 
out, the head and fkull becoming lefs 
and narrower, will come along by pull- 
_ing with our fingers, &c. as formerly 
-fhewn: though the head being: kept 
down by a hand on the:woman’s belly; 

we firft he to deliver it with .the:for= 
-tepsiix ents de if 
If shite means bas we caiktrneace 
our hands‘along the head and fingers 
sess sthe inward mouth of the 
womb, and flide up one. of the .fharp 
Sent H 2 crotchets 
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crotchets along the ear, betwixt our 
hand and the child’s head, upon. the 
upper part whereof we fix.it ; which 
done, withdrawing our hand, we take 
hold of the inftrument with one hand; 
turning the crooked point of it over 
the head, and: with the other grafping 
the neck and fhoulders of the child, 
we pull along, keeping. the handle as 
ufual all the time well backward. 

If it will not:do with one crotchet, 
we introduce the other along the oppo- 
fite fide of the head, as directed above, 
joining them together; and moving 
and turning the héad, if neceflary, to 
humour the fhape of the bafin, we pull 
along with leifure, and caution, and 
deliver with a half-round turn mpwareds 
as above. | 

If this fail likewife, by infer of the 
‘extraordinary hardnefs:of the bones or 
fize of the head, the narrownefs.or 
diftortion of the bafin, then we find 
there 1 is a neceflity to {eparate the body — 
from 


Of Unnatural Birtus.) 4g 
from the head with a fharp knife or 
{ciflars ;, which being done, we pufh 
the head into the womb, and turn the 
face to the bottom of it, and the crown 
down to its inward mouth; then or- 
dering an afliftant to prefs upon the 
woman’s belly with both hands to keep 
the head firm, we open the {kull with 
the-feiflars, fix the crotchet; and--deli- 
ver therewith, as caren has - been 
fhewn. 

This feparation of tho body rai 
the head, which we are neceflitated. as 
above to make, happens: often. unde- 
fignedly in the hands of ignorant prac- 
titioners, who, not knowing how. to 
turn the back parts of the child to the 
‘mother's bei or how to bring it 
along, though it prefented in,that: po- 
fition, pulling at random and ywith 
violence, tear away the body from the 
thead; to which cafe, when called, we 
ufe the fame -methods. to deliver, as 
hee been jutt now fhewn; or firft with 
Hi 3 3 one 
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one crotchet and the finger of our 
other hand in the child’s mouth, we 
try to bring the head along; or this 
failing, with both crotchets joined : 
though we always try firft to deliver in 
the following manner, efpecially if the 
head is not very large, or the bafin 
3 narrow, and the forehead is towards 
the rump-bone, we flide up our hand 
along the baek part of the bafin, and 
introducing two fingers into the child’s 
mouth, with the thumb below the chin, 
we pull the forehead into the hollow 
of the rump-bone ; and if it fticks at 
the jetting-in of that bone, we’endea- 
vour to move if firft to one fide and 
then to the other; and if the head 1s 
fmall, it thus comes along ; or, if it 
is low down, we deliver it bans the 
forceps. 

If the forehead happens to ke to- 
wards the fhare-bone, and cannot be 
brought into the right pofition, we 
: rc the head into the womb with our 
| | hand, 
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hand, and turning the forehead from 
the forepart to the fide or back part of. 
the bafin, we try to deliver as before ;. 
remembering all along, in café the child 
fhould be useh mortified, to pull cau- 
tioufly at the under jaw; for if that 
fhould give way, we wouke have no 
hold to pull by atvall: or: keeping the 
head fteady, wer extr act with © the’ 
erotcheh A sl Trigigtt 

~When the afi iS 8 harrow, r the 
head fo large, ‘that none of thefe mes 
thods will do, we pufh' up the head, 
turn the upper parts downward, dee 
a perfon to prefs on the woman’s belly 
with both hands, and moving it from 
fide to fide to {queeze the head, fo as 
to force it towards the inward mouth 
of the womb, to be kept firmly there, 
till we open and bring it out with the 
crotchets as above. | 
In any of thefe cafes, if the after- 
burden fticks to the womb, we firft 
deliver the head; but if it is feparated, 
H 4 and 
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and in our way already, we. ring it: 
away firft. 
Tuirpiy, When the breech sce 
fents, fuppofing the bag of waters not 
yet broke, and the woman in no dan-~ 
ger, the inward mouth of the womb 
not yet fufficiently open, and the la- 
bour -pains ftrong, we wait until the 
bag is pufhed farther down, as in a 
- natural labour, wherein generally one 
hip of the child prefenting, the other 
refts on the fhare-bone ; which when > 
forced along by the pains, will gradu- 
ally be mov wed more and more to the 
groin of one fide, and from thence flip - 
down at the fide of the bafin ; the 
lower will be forced to the other fide, 
and the hollow between the thighs will, 
reft on the jetting-in of the rump-bone, — 
and come down in that manner ; the 
thighs on each fide, and the back and * 
round parts of the breech pafling in — 
below the bend of the fhare-bone,’ 


which 1 is the belt pofition : but. if the: 
| pais 
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back of the child is rather turned back-. 
wards (as in the former cafe its fide | 
was to the forepart of the bafin) then 
it will be forced down in the, contrary © 
direction, and come along with more’, 
difficulty, with its thigh to the fhare=) , 
bone, and back to the rump+bone. . By 

When it is come down.to the mid- 
dle or lower part of the bafin,. -we ine j 
troduce the fore-finger of each hands 
along the, outfide of the child's gromsy? 
and taking hold, we pul¥ gently along = 
during.a ftrong pain. If the outward — 
mouth of the womb is fo contracted, - 
that we cannot: take fufficient hold, we: = 
open, it flowly,.fo as that our hand .- 
may be pufhed up with eafe; and — 
when we-can infinuate a finger or two 
in each groin, we place our thumbs 
on the thighs, if they are towards the 
- fhare-bone, fo.as to obtain a firm hold; ; 
then we pull along from fide to..fade; 
and if the back of the child is to: the 
| fhare-bone, we continue to affift im. 


H ; this 
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this manner, until the body and head 
are delivered. IG a ee 
‘The legs being commonly ftretched! 
up along the belly, when the child is: 
drawn out as far as the fhoulders, they: 
‘come out ‘of themfelves, or are eafily 
brought down. But if the belly of the: 
child is turned 40 one fide, or to the: 
fhare-bone, then, when the breech is! 
delivered, we turn the belly down ta: 
the roump-bone, and the back ‘to the: 
thare-bone ; and that the face may be: 
turned to the mother’s back, we make: 
the quarter-turn as ufual; which being: 
brought back again, we pull along and! 
deliver. “If the body cannot be turned, 
till the thighs and legs are brought 
down, wé'continue ‘to pull along till 
the hams are felt on the outfide of the 
outward mouth of the womb, when. 
deizing the knees with our fingers and 
thumb, we pullout that leg, and bring: 
down the other in the fame manner,’ © 


When 
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When the legs. are delivered, we ge~ 
nerally wrap a cloth round the breech 5 
and as we pulled down the body almoft 
as far as the breaft, before we could 
bring out the legs, we puth it up again 
to the navel, or above it, that we may 
: make the motions above-mentioned; 
fo as to turn the face of the child to 
the mother’s back; and when the face 
_is turned properly down, we go on to 
deliver.as above-mentioned, © > 
If the breech is detained above the 
: bata either! by its uncommon bignefs, 
or the bafin’s narrownefs; or if one 
hip is pufhed in, while the other refts 
above the fhare, rump, or either hip- 
bones, the woman low and weak,, the 
pains lingering and infafficient to force 
the child along ; or if fhe is in danger 
froma violent flooding: in any of thefe 
_ cafes, we generally open, during a pain, 
_ firtt the outward and then the inward 
mouth of the womb with our fingers 
and hand; and having thus’ gamed 
+H 6 admuffion, 


- 
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‘admiffion, we pufh up the breech to 
‘to the fore and back part; or to one 
fide of the womb, that our hand and 
arm may have room to flip up along 
the foreparts of the child, fo as to feel 
the thighs that direct us to the legs, 
which we bring down with our fingers, 
while we Baik up the hams with our 
thumb, and then deliver as ufual. 
“If the breech be ftrongly prefled isi 
to the upper part of the bafin, we pufh 
it upwards, and to one fide, that our 
hand and arm may have free paflage’s 
for the higher the breech is raifed out 
of our way, we are at the more free- 
dom to fetch out the legs. If the legs 
lie towards the left-fide of the woman, 
we introduce our right-hand into. the: 
womb, and the contrary if they lie to- 
wards the right-fi ide ; if towards the, 
back or belly, eicher ‘hand: will do... If, 
both legs cannot be. eafily brought. i 
down, we deliver with one ; of which. 
taking hold with a linen cloth. wrapped 


round 
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round it, we flide up our other hand 
into’ the paflage, and a finger or two 
into’ the outfide of the groin, which is 
bent, and fo pull along. 

It may ‘be obferved here, ‘that iain 
child is often in danger, and fometimes 
loft; when the breech prefents, and is 
low down ‘in the bafin, and’the thighs 
are fo ftrongly prefled againtt the na- 
vel-ftring and belly, as to {top the. cir- 
culation of the blood therei ein. This 
we prevent, ey. delivering as quickly 
as’ pofiibly we can. Alfo, when at any 
time the body is intangled i in the navel- 
firing, we difengage it as foon, and as. 
well as poffible’ («pecially when it hap-. 
pens to be between the thighs) as for- 
= directed. " 

-In all cafes where the breech. pre-. 
fents, we always pufh up and bring 
down the legs, provided the inward, 
mouth of the womb is wide enough | 
for that purpofe, and the waters are , 
not een difcharged. If they are 

gone 
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gone off, the womb ftrongly contract- 
ed round the child, and the breech 
low, fo as that it cannot be returned, 
or fo {mall as to come eafily along, we 
then. deliver it accordingly; but if fo 
large as neither to be pufhed up, or 
brought along with the afliftance of 
the fingers, we introduce the largeft 
hook of the double-blunt-hook into 
one of the groins, our fingers into the 
other, and pull very cautioufly, and 
deliver. Lagp Fe erie 
Fourruty, When the bag of wa- 
ters being broken, the forehead, fhoul- 
der, or other part bemg pufhed into 
the bafin, clofes up the inward mouth 
of the womb, fo that but a {mall quan- 
tity of the waters difcharging, the 
womb is kept from ftrongly contract- 
ing round the child, and will be more 
eafily turned than when all is gone off. 
In this cafe we introduce our. hand 
hogy into the paflage of the womb, 
and our fingers. between that part of 
og the 
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the child, which is pufhed down in its 
inward mouth: if we perceive fome of 
the waters coming down, we run up 
our hand as quick as poflible into the 
womb itfelf, between the infide of the 
bag and child’s body, as far as its mid- 
dle; and the lower part of our arm 
Pe up the outward mouth, no more 
water can pafs, when we the more 
eafily turn the child with its head up» 
to the bottom of the womb, the breech 
down to the lower part, and the fore- 
parts towards its back, and deliver: as 
above. - 

- But if the bag is not broken, tHe 
child felt through it prefenting wrong, 
and the pains pufhing it down, f 
as to ‘widen’more or lefs the inward 
mouth of ‘the womb, we let the labour 
go on, if the inward mouth is not 
fafficiently open, and the woman in no 
- danger, *till'the parts are more ftretch- 
ed, lubrieating of foftening with but- 
tery and extending the outward mouth 
: during 
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during every pain; then introducing © 
one hand into the paflage of the womb, 
we infinuate it in a flatned form with- 
in the inward mouth, and puth up 
between the bag and womb, as far as 
its middle, as before. | 
Having thus obtained aclte Hd. we, = 
break the bag by {queezing it with our. 
fingers ; then fliding our hand. within | 
it, without moving our arm lower . 
down, we turn and deliver the child = 
by the feet as ufual. _ 2 
PIFTHLY, When. the foreparts af 
the child prefent, if the feet, navel- _ 
firing, and hands, one or more of | 
them, defcend into the paflage. of the 
womb, or appear onthe outfide of 
the outward mouth thereof, and the 
child at the fame time is in a round. 
form acro& the womb, we introduce _ 
our hand between thefe parts of the _ 
child and the. rump-bone, as above- 
- mentioned ; when it is paft the in- | 
ward mouth of the womb, we ftop a_ 
little, 


Les 
As id 


Of Unnatural Brrvrus, ar 


little, while we feel with our fingers 
the child’s pofition. ba 

If the head and fhoulders lie higher 
than the breech, we take hold of the 


legs, and bring them down to the outs. 
fide of the outward mouth of the 


womb. If the breech is detained above 
the brim of the bafin, we flide up the 
fiat of our hand along the buttocks, 
and-pull down the lees. with the other 
hand, to difengage the breech, and 
force it into the middle of the bana’ a 


If the head and fhoulders hie. lower ? 


down than the breech, fo as to hinder 


2% 
Py 


it from timitig “atine and the legs _ 


from being drawn out, we pufh up 
the head or fhoulders to the bottom 
of the womb along its fides, and pull- 
ing out the legs, try as before to bring 


in the’breech; but if it fill fticks 
above; be ecaufe the head and fhoulders ¥ 
are again férced down by the contrac~ 

‘tion of the womb, we with one hand ~ 


take ha of the legs that are now 


res without 
e 
i 
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without the outward mouth of the 
womb, and fliding the other hand into | 
the womb, pufh the head again up to 
the bottom, while at the fame time we 
pull the legs along. 

If we cannot bring the legs farther 
than the paflage of the womb, becaufe 
the breech is high up, we flip a noofe 
over the feet round the ancles, by 
which we pull down the lower parts: 
with one hand, while the other is em= 
ployed in pufhing up as before direéted., 
If the legs can be drawn through the: 
outward mouth, we generally wrap al 
éloth round, thereby to have a firmer: 
hold; but when they cannot be brought 
lower" ny ag the neck oe, the: womb) 


biing eset down. : aU oy 

“Tf the feet fhould. ie fo: fippery;, 
that our fingers cannot hold them, ancl 
work over the noofe at the fame. time? 
we withdraw it, and mount it ‘rouric 
our hand and writ, ‘with which hand! 

et 8, ‘ : whe 
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when introduced, we can take a firm 
hold on both feet. If they are as far 
down as the paflage, we flide the noofe 
along our hand and fingers that hold 
the feet with our other hand, and fix 
it eafily round the ancle, and then go 
on with the reft of the delivery as ufual. 
» Sixruty, When the belly prefents, 
the head, breech, and legs being turn- 
ed up over the back to the bottom of 
the womb, or the back prefents, and 
thefe parts are upwards, or the fide 
prefents with the fame parts turned to 
the fide, back, or fore-parts of. the 
womb, and the child prefied into a 
Jongifh round form, we can, for the 
moft part, move it round with one 
hand introduced into the womb, pufh 
the head to the bottom, and bring the 
legs to the inward mouth; which be- 
ing done, we eafily bring down the 
feet, though the moft difficult part of 
) the work; and then we proceed with 
| oe reft of the delivery as before. : t 
ai But 
| 
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But if the front, ear,’ neck, breaft! 
or fhoulders prefent to the inward 
mouth, the thighs and legs being to- 
wards the bottom, with the fore-parts 
of the child turned either to’ the fide; 
back, or fore-parts of the mother, 
lying’ all in a longifh form, and the 
womb clofely contraéted round the: 
whole, we introduce our hand into the 
pailage, and open ‘the inward mouth. 
ef the womb, by pufhing up our fin= 
gers and hand flat between the parts: 
that prefent, and the infide of the bag’ 
of waters; and if, having firft felt how’ 
the child lies, and thence know how’ 
to turn, we find the legs lie towards! 
the fore-part of the womb, (which fel-. 
domett happens) eipecially when the: 
belly hangs much over the fhare-bone}; 
_we'lay the woman, fappofe on her left2. 
fide, and then’ we ule our right- hand! 
as formerly fhewn, to pufh up the’ 
prefenting part towards the bottom,, 
other along the fides’ back, or: fore. 
a . parts) 
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parts of the womb, as we find molt 
convenient; and if we thus can bring 
down the legs, the body of courfe comes 
eafily after, though fometimes we are 
obliged to put her on her back before 
we can. bring out the head, nib tage 
if it be large, or the bafin narrow. 
+ But if the -head, neck, breatt, or 
Sailers prefent, the other paits of 
the child being ftretched up lengthways, 
and the womb fo ftr ongly contracted 
round the child’s body, that the pre- 
fenting part cannot be raifed Vp:;oh 
though: pufhed upwards, immediately 
returns before we can bring down the 
legs, then. we force up our hands flowly 
and gradually between the womb and 
the child. If the refiftance is great, 
we reft a little between whiles to fave 
our, firength, as. formerly . directed, 
and then proceed again until. we thus 
can adyance our hand as:far as. pofli- 
ble, even to the bottom of the womb; 
which iiretching for. fome. time, we 
¥ feel 
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feel for the breech, and flide our fingers 
along the thighs in fearch of the legs ; 
of which, taking hold with our hand, 
we bring them down, either ftraight, 
or with a half-round ‘turn, as it were, 
along the breaft of the child. ~ 

But fhould the contraction of the 
womb be fo ftrong, that we cannot 
take hold of them in that manner, we 
feize one or both ancles between out 
fingers, and pull them along ; and ‘i 
we cannot bring them down to the 
lower part of the womb, fo'as to appl} 
a noofe, we try again to pufh up the 
body, the more to ftretch the womb. 
and have more room to’ bring ther 
down lower; then we apply the noofe 
and turn the child, until we can ge 
the head raifed up, and the ‘feet anc 
breech delivered as above. : 
-» Jf we can but bring down one leg 
the child being turned, and that’ lim! 
got out through the outward ‘mouth 
we flide our hand up to fetch the other 
ny 7 | Age bal 
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- but if this cannot be done, we fix a fin- 
ger onthe outfide of the groin of that 
thigh which, is folded up along the 
_ belly, and bring down the buttock, 
while we pull with our other hand at 
the other leg ; and the body being thus 
- advanced, we deliver as ufual. 
_ When the fhoulders prefent, and the 
arms of the child lies double in the 
paflage, we pufh up the arm and 
fhoulder ; butif this cannot be done, 
_and our hand is prevented-from pafiing 
along, we bring down that arm, and 
hold it with one hand, while the other 
is introduced; then, we Jet go, and 
- pufh up the fhoulder ; and as the child 
is turned, and the feet’br ‘ought down, — 
the arm will, for the moft part, return 
into the womb. 
If the arm that is come count be fo 
_ much fwelled, that we cannot get our 
- hand. introduced, fo.as to turn and 
deliver the child, we feparate it (as the 
child 4 is wtiaasies at the joint. of the fhoul- 
: ” | der, 
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der, with a knife, if it be fo low down, 
or at the elbow, if we cannot reach the 
fhoulder, or if the limb be much mor- 
tifed, we twift it off with our hand, 
or fnip it off with the long feiffars. 

In this cafe the ignorant pull at the 
-fhoulder, in expeétation to’ deliver the 
child in that way, forcing it down to- 
wards the outward mouth, and thereby 
make the delivery much worfe; info- 
much that when we are called in, we 
find it takes a vaft force to ftretch the 
womb, and fometimes we- cannot do 
it at all, but are obliged to feparate the 
head from the body with a knife or 
fciflars, and then deliver each fepa- 
rately, ‘either by our hand or’ the 
crotchet; (which ever we find tmoft 
practicable) as above. ‘ 

SevENTHLY, When the face or ear. 
prefents, and cannot be alter ed with 
our hand, upon tr ial, into the natural — 
pofition ; or is not advanced fufficient- 
ly towards the outward mouth of the’ 

2 F | womb, 
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womb to deliver with the forceps, we 
then. return, the head into. the womb, 
and deliver by the feet ; but if this 
cannot be done, and the woman is in 
great danger, we are opens to deliver 
with. the crotchet.. aj 

ita the. navel- fring comes down by 
the child’s head, and the pulfe is felt 
in - the, arteries ; af we find the head 
fmall, or the han wide enough, we 
turn as foon as poflible, and deliver by 
the feet, before the circulation of the 
blood be ftopped, and the child perith ; 
unlefs the head, fhould advance faft 
with. the ‘pains, in, which cafe it eed 
be, delivered, alive. ba mld s | 

Or, if the head i 18 low 3 in. the bhi | 
we deliver immediately with the. for- , 
ceps, if practicable , otherwile,: if the, 
bafin is very narrow, or the head lar ge, 
We. try if we. can. raife the head,. fo. as. 
to get. the navel- -ftring above it; and 
after this, ‘we, let the labour go. ON, 
but if the w aters, are all gone, and a. 

a large 


yo Of Unnatural Bin piss 
large part of the navel-ftring. fallen 
down, we find it is not poflible ‘to put 
it up, fo as to keep it there, even altho’ 
we could eafily raife the head ; becaufe 
as one part of it is pufhed up with the 
fingers, another part falls down and 
efcapes us: But when a little only is 
fallen down by the fide of the child's 
ead, we generally fucceed in thrufting 
jt up; and fo the labour going on, the 
woman is delivered of a living child, 
~ Jf at any time before the bag of 
waters is broken, we feel by the touch 
that the face, ear neck, breaft,or fhoulder 
prefents, we open the outward mouth 
of the womb flowly during every pain; 
and when the inward mouth is fuffici- 
ently opened by the defcent of the bag, , 
wwe introduce our hand into the womb, 
Detween it and the bag, which we: 
break; and if we find the head large,, 
and the bafin narrow, the child cani 
Cearce be faved; yet if the woman is: 
ftrong and has good pains, we fome-- 
7 timess 
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times can bring the crown of the head 
to prefent, which when done we: with- 
draw our hand ; and if the pains re- 
turn and continue, we generally’ Gave 
the child. 
~ ‘Tfafter the bag of waters is broken of 
itfelf, the prefenting part has fo locked. 
up. the inward mouth as to detain a 
part of the waters, which we eafily 
know, on pufhing up, when they will 
come down; then we runup our hand 
quickly to ftop them, and fo go on 

with the reft as above : though, ie the 
child’s head is not large; or the bafin 
narrow, we might aie turned the 
child, and brought it, as we common~ 

1 iF do, by the feet, alive. 
~ “After the head has been brought 1 in- 
to the right pofition, which is generally 
hard. to do, fhould the pains go off in- 
tirely,. as ‘often happens, or a flooding 
come on, tn confequence of the force 
ufed § in bri inging in the head to’a right 
pofition, as aferefaid, we find great 
2 difficulty 
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difficulty in turning, after the waters 
are gone off; as it is harder to turn | 
when any part near the crown. pre- 
fents, as above obferved, than in any 
other pofture of the child : whereas, | 
in the cafe of a large head. or narrow | 
bafin, when the head 1s forced down .| 
by the pains, and will not farther ad- | 
vance, we can fave the child as well'as:| 
the mother by the forceps; and eveni| 
though the pains do not force it down | 
far enough to be delivered, either imi 
the natural way or by the forceps, wee| 
can, after all, fave the mother by’ the:| 
ccrotchet. Mig a pare ee yas) 
Here it may be obferved, that we:| 
‘almoft always find it in vain to try too| 
bring in the head of the child into the:| 
natural pofition, efpecially after ‘ther 
bag of waters has been long broken,, 
&c. nay, and dangerous too, as the 
force in, doing it, as has been obfervecd 
already, will bring on a flooding tha} 
- would ‘weaken the woman, and carry 
OKO 


peney cS 
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off her pains; and befides, if it did not 


anfwer the end, we muft turn wattle 
much lefs advantage, when the-head is. 
brought in, than before, and which 
belted we cannot promife to do at all, 
fo that we are then obliged to deliver 
with the crotchet: therefore in thele 
cafes we turn if we can, and as foon 


_as’poffible, rather than try to bring ne 
the head, and leave the delivesy “to- 
-mature. 


Ereutuiy, When two children are: 


contained in the womb at the fame 
time, but diftinct from each Other. 


they are called twins. 

We cannot difcover, while the wo-- 
man is with child, whether fhe goes. 
with twins or not. This can be only 


_known with certainty after one of the: 
, children is delivered, and we have exa- 
, mined if the womb-cake is coming. 
away. If this comes of itfelf, and af- 


_terwards the inward mouth of the: 


_-womb is felt contracted, laying our 


i 4 hand: 
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hand on the woman’s belly, when no- 
thing is left behind, we generally feel 
it jut above the fhare-bone, as it were 
around ball, of the fize of a {mall 
child’s head, or rather lefs; whereas, 
if there is another ghild, itis felt much 
larger. 

In the cafe of twins, if the cake does 
not come down before the other child, 
(as often happens) on examination, 
we commonly feel the bag of waters 
pufhed down through the inward 
mouth of the womb ; or if it is broken, 
the head of the child, or fome part i 
the body. | : 

If the pains are ftrong, the woman 
in no danger from flooding or weak- 
nefs, and the head prefents fair and 
feemingly comes along, {hes delivered 
of this “child, as inva skate birth. 

But if the bag isnot broken, and the 
head does not immediately follow ; or 
if the ,child prefents. wrong, we turn 
it, vane bring ‘it off PY the feet, and 

a t = 
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thereby prevent the fatigue of afecond 
labour ‘that might be tedious, if not 
dangerous.» Befides, as the parts. are 
fully opened by the firft delivery, we 
can €éafily introduce our hand, and 
keep up the waters, as the bag 1s ge- 
nerally unbroken, and turn the child ; 
though if the bafin is narrow, the 
woman ftrong, and the head prefents,, 
we rather let it come, and be delivered 
in the natural way. | Fe 

‘Tf the firft child prefents wrong, 
in turning it we feel another, we ¢ 
care. not to break. the bag thereof, 
while we are delivering this; but {nould 
st chance to break, or be broken, and 
the legs of both children be intangled 
together (though this is felcom the 
cafe) becauie they. are commonly di- 
vided by two bags, then having got 
hold of two legs, we run up our fin- 
gers to the breech, and feel if they 
belong to the fame body ; and ‘aiter 
we have got one child delivered, as 
yoo! aide ay formerly 


a 
and 
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formerly fhewn, we turn the other, 
and deliver it: and if there fhould be 
a third or.more (which is rare) we 
deliver them all one after another i in 
the fame way. ro 

Nintuty, When great and violent 
floodings come on, there is-often a 
neceflity for a woman being: delivered 
by nature, or by art, at whatever time 
fhe is gone with child. | 
— It was formerly obferved, that the 
womb-cake might happen to ftick to 
any part of the womb ; fo in the pre- 
fent cafe of a flooding, ‘that comes on 
fo very uncertainly during a woman’s 
being with child, and fometimes from 
very trifling caufes, as a fit of laughter, 
é&c. it 1s found often to ftick over the 
infide of its inward mouth, when in 
this, and indeed in motft flooding 
cafes, the woman lofes blood very pro- 
fufely. 

The inward mouth of the womb 
fr Sey begins to ‘a aig (as has been 

already 
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already noted) feveral weeks before her. 
reckoning is out’; when, if a flooding 
breaks out, it feldom: ftops till fhe is: 
delivered, though fometimes. it: may 
{top a-little by clots of blood {topping 
up the paflage; but when thefe loofen: 
and drop off by ftraining at. ftoolj 
coughing, é&c. it returns: as‘ much or 
more than before, yet:fhe may be kept. 
up under it to the end, by bleeding 
her a little in. the arm,. giving her- 
ftrengthening things, as-for merly {pe> 
cified, and be fafely delivered. 

A- flooding happening from= what" 
ever caufe, and at any.time in the laft- 
months of a:woman’s going with Seat 
- fometimes even in the fixth month,. is 
very dangerous, if it is-not foon top: 
ped by the method and medicines: pres. 
feribed under abortion (See Part’ tik. . 
Chap. i. Article 7.) which feldom :can: 
be. So thor ugh: Wee — xa try: that. 
nett, a 
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If the woman be taken with fuchva 
flooding when fhe is near her fall 
‘time, and we can get her fupported 
‘under ‘it, as: aforefaid, till the labour 
is brought on, we promote - the ‘fatiie 
“3f the head prefents, b vy ttretel ing foftly 
the inward mouth of the womb in 
the manner as formerly directed ; and 
as foon as it is fufficiently opened, 
we break the bag of waters, whereby 
the flooding will be ftopped, ‘and’ the 
generally foon after fafely delivered. 

But if it comes on more early than 
this, efpecially in the end of the fixth, 
in the feventh, eighth, or beginning 
of'the ninth month, we are obliged, if 
it be very violent, to force a delivery 
- without delay, although there fhould 
be no pains, as there is generally ‘little 
or no hopes of ftopping the flooding, 
and faving the woman any other way: 
yet if there feems to be the leaft time 
for it, we try firft what medicine 
can do. | 


Although 
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«Although. the farther a woman 1s 
ore. with. child, the danger is the 
greater, never thelefs, if we can bring 
on labour, the inward mouth of ‘the. 
womb is eafier ftretched or widened at 
this period. than when ‘fhe has gone a 
‘effer time. 

In the firft five months ‘it is fcarce 
practicable to force a delivery, and 
“which indeed we never do at any other 
time but when there is an abfolute 
neceflity for it, as the flooding would 
_otherwife prove mortal. But in thefe 
months, or even in the beginning. of 
_the fixth, there is feldom need thereof, 
the woman during that time being 
Acarcely 1 in any danger from the flood 
7 ing ; inafmuch as we can allay or mi- 
‘tigate both that and the pain the is in 
-by the medicines above.. referred to, 
leaving the reft to time, in which fhe 
will either. part with, her cae: or 
goon with it fafely to the full time. 


16 Kid 
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»,, And it is only the more pratticable to 

force a delivery 4 in the laft months, the 
nearer the woman is to her full time, 
and when the inward mouth of the 
womb begins to leave off its ‘Stiffness, 
and feels foft.; unlefs when labour- 
pains happen ie come on of themfelves, 
and have begun all opening of the 
parts for us before, and continue to 
affift us farther in opening the inward 
‘mouth, when the, affair becomes more 
practicable and eafy. 

If then, in the laft months, a great 
flooding comes on, and continues vio- 
lent, and increafes, notwithftanding | 
our ufing medicines to {top it as afore- 
faid ; and efpecially if there are no la- 
baur-pains naturally, and the inward: 
mouth of the womb is very. little 
opened, perhaps not fo much as to ad- 
mit therein the tip of our finger, and 
feels {tiff, it is extremely hard, as 
well as dangerous to deliver: but if 
‘there is an abfolute neceflity for the 

) fame, 
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fame, we effect it ‘in the following 
manner. 

Having firft acquainted the woman’s 
relations of the imminent danger fhe 
is in, we place her on her back as for- 
merly directed, and anointing the out- 
ward mouth of the womb with foft 
pomatum, and the inward with marfh-- 
mallow ointment (or, if we have not 
thefe at hand, with foft frefh butter. 
for the outward, and hard for the in- 
ward parts) we gradually and gently 
open the paflage to the womb, as has 
been often defcribed above ; though it. 
would be beft to leave this 18 nature 
to relax firft, and open the inward 
mouth to. the fize of a fhilling at leaft, 
and which we always do when the. 

woman is not extremely low. | 
Sometimes, in thus ftretching the in-. 
ward mouth of the womb, , labour-pains | 
are artificially raifed, when we goon wit 1 
opening the womb flowly,. and encou- 
rage them: and when it 1s fufficiently. 
opened, 
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opened, if the head. of the child pre- 
fents, and the pains are ftrong,.we 
break the bag, whereby, as. has been 
{aid, the flooding is immediately abated 
or ftopped, .and the child. will. foon be 
delivered as in a natural bizthe:oaqco 
At other times, the flooding may 
continue to fuch a degree as to endan- 
ger the woman’s life, when the ftretch- 
ing does not bring on. pains, nor do 
they come on naturally of themfelves, 
at leaft, not enough for the purpofe ; 
when, after the parts are fufficiently 
opened and widened, and our hand in- 
troduced into the paflage of the womb, 
we infinuate it in a flattened form, 
within the inward mouth, and pufh 
up between the bag and womb. as far 
‘as its middle, and break the bag; then 
fliding our hand within. it, and moving 
-our arm lower.down to fave the waters, 
we turn the child as formerly fhewn, 
and deliver. ; Suv ER 
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If upon fliding ‘up our hand,:as 
shove on the outfide of the bag, we 
feel the after-birth fticking to that fide 
of the womb, we either withdraw that 
hand, and introduce the other-on the 
oppofite fide, or break through the bag 
at the lower edge of the womb-cake. 
~ Here, likewife, to prevent fatal faint- 
ings from the fudden emptying of ‘the 
-womb, .we order a perfon as ufual to 
prefs‘on the woman’s belly ; or, after 
having broken the bag, turned up the 
chead to the bottom of the womb, and 
brought down the legs, we withdraw 
our arm alittle to let the waters come 
off, though we keep our hand in the 
‘womb for’a little time, not drawing 
out the feet till we feel the womb clofe 
contracted to the child; yea, if the 
flooding ‘is. {topped or but abated, we 
Jet'the child remain inthe womb about 
a quarter of an hour, and then deliver ; 
leaving the after-birth, if the flooding 
he ftopped, to come off by nature. 
: Ta 
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In thefe cafés however, when the: 
flooding is very violent, we do not de=_ 
lay-the delivery a moment, remember- 
ing always the preflure ‘on the woman’s 
belly; for fhe is often fo weak, that; 
although labour could be brought on, 
fhe would not have: ftrength faficient. 
to 'iindergo it? ak ees 

If during the flooding the woman. 
is feized with labour-pains, or if by . 
every:now and then ftretching the in-- 
ward mouth of the womb with our 
fingers they-are brought on, whereby 

either the: bag of waters or head 1s. 
pufhed eet and ‘opens the inward. 
mouth, we break the bag as foon as. 
‘poffible; fo that fome of the waters. 
being difcharged, the womb contracts . 
and {queezes:down the child. ~~ 

‘[fvafter this ‘has. been: done, the 
flooding ftill continues, and the child 
is not like to be: foon’ delivered, we 
turn it immediately, and bring” it by. 
the: feet; or if the head is in the bafin, 

and: 


~ 
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and low enough, we draw it out by 
the forceps. But if we cannot deliver 
it by neither of thefe ways; by reafon 
of the bignefs of the head, or the nar- 
rownefs of the bafin, we muft of necef= 
fity deliver the woman by the crotchet;. 
as has been fhewn above. 


PART 
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Of the Disgases of the Morurx 
before DELIVERY. 2 


in IRST, A loathing and vomiting, 

HL particularly in the mornings, 
happen to fome women {oon after con- 
ception, and often continue to the fifth 
month, and in fome few to the ninth. 

This diforder, if violent, may en- 
danger the woman parting with the 
child; otherwife it may be ferviceable, 
by Reins the ftomach, of what is — 
offenfive to nature, and ther phy eafing 
her greatly. 

We relieve thefe naispetins by talkin 
away more or lefs blood from the arm, 
according to her ftrength, and as fhe 
bi has 
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has gone a fhorter or longer time with 
child; and afterwards giving her the 
common foftening clyfter or injection 
formerly mentioned, or inwardly the 
quantity of a large nutmeg of lenitive 
electuary, or more at going to bed ; 
or if much bound in her belly, fhe may 
take about thirty grains of the powder 

of the beft rhubarb in a morning faft- 
ing, or even fome gentle purgative 
pill, as Anderfon’s, four or five where- 
of may be taken at bed-time ; only 
thefe lat are not proper, if fhe is fub- 
ject to the hemorrhoids or piles. 

At the fame time we injoin her a 
light, nourifhing, and, {pare diet, fuch 
as has been formerly fpecified, together 
with moderate exercife in a free air. 

SmconpLy, A difficulty of, making 
water happens fometimes in the fourth 
or fifth month, and fometimes, though 
feldom, a ftoppage thereof, attended 
alfo with a difficulty at ftool, a violent 
pain, and fometimes.a fever, . 

oe A ar Boe set f 
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In this café alfo we bleed, and order 
the common foftening injeCtion, or ra= 
ther one made of marfhmallow leaves; 
parfley-root, and camomile flowers, 
boiled in water to near three quarters of - 
an Englifh pint, adding thereto about 
a quarter of a pint of linfeed-oil ; o1 
in place of half of the oil, a quarter of an 
ounce of Venice turpentine, difiolved 
in the yolk of an egg, may be mixed 
throughly with the decoétion and 
given. 

Alfo fomentations or warm baths, 
of the fame herbs, may be ufed, or a 
couple of bladders half filled with warm 
water, applied to the belly as fomnteay 

fhewn. 
If thefe means fail, we draw off the 
urine with a filver pipe, called a ca- 
theter, which we find often necefiary 
to be done alfo, during the time the 
above remedies are ufing. 2) 

If the woman is not relieved by the 
above methods at firft, yet in time 2s 

the. 
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the womb rifes higher and higher above 
the bladder of urine; and, by the con- 
- tinuance of their ufe, fhe will generally 
be throughly cured. 

Tuirpiy, A coftivenefs or bound- 
nefs of the belly is very apt to feize 
‘women when they are with child ; 
which, if neglected, may bring on vio- 
Jent {trainings at ftool, and at laft even 
a mifcarriage. 

If this difeafe 1s only of a few days 
icine we order firft the common 
fuppofitory, made of the lower end of 
a tallow candle, befmeared with honey, 
and common falt powdered, and in- 
troduced into the fundament, rather 
than a clyfter; but afterwards this laft 
made pretty ftrong, with fome Epfom 
{alts diffolved in it, and repeating the 
fame every: night, or every other might, 
till the end is anfwered. 

To prevent its coming on again af- 
ter it has been cured, we order the 
ence injection to be con- 

3 tinued 
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tinued every third or fourth night, 

with fome linfeed-oil in it, inftead of 
the falts; but if, as is fometimes the 
cafe, the has an averfion to injections, 

or will not confent to ufe as many ‘as 
are fufficient for the defired effeét, we 
give her the opening or gentle purga- 
tive medicines above-mentioned, or the 
following mixture: Take of flour of 
brimftone and cream of tartar, of each 
equal parts, and as much thin honey, 
as to make it into an electuary ; of 
which a tea- fpoonful may be taken 
every night and morning when ne- 
Ceuary. 

Fourtuty, The hemorrhoids s 
piles often afflict women when. they 
‘are with child. 

- They are, indeed, naturally more 
fubject to this difeafe than men; tho’ 
they fuffer more Aeverely | from them 
while they are going with child, than 
at any other time. ¥ 

Here 
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- Here alfo we ufe the medicines which 

gently loofen the belly, efpecially the 
lenitive electuary; to which we add. 
on this eccafion fome flour of ful- 
phur, and a little very fine cream of 
tartar, mixed up with folutive fyrup 
of rofes inwardly, together with a Jini- 
ment made of fome ointment of pop- 
lar or elder, in which fome burnt cork 
and fweet-oil are mixed; or a poultice 
of flummery or fowens to be applied 
outwardly to the part affected. 
If they turn violently painful, we 
order a leech or two to be applied to 
the {welled lumps, but with caution, 
as there fometimes happens great dif- 
ficulty in ftopping the blood: after the 
leeches drop off, which may be of bad 
confequence. 

Firtuty, A fwelling of the legs 
fometimes comes on about the begin- 
ning of the fixth month after concep- 
tion. 

This 
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: i‘ Rs fwelling will even creep up- 
wards to the thighs and lower part of 
the belly ; and is accompanied, efpeci- 
ally about the beginning of the ninth 
month, or followed with pain both in 
the back and belly. 

In order to remove, or at leaft shale 
thefe fwellings, if the woman feems 
full of blood, we take away about half 
a pound thereof, from her arm, or 
ancle, and order fuch gentle purgatives 
as has been already mentioned, toge- 
ther with the fame kind. of injections ; 
advifing her at the fame time to avoid 
much or hard exercife, and indulge 
ref{t in the day-time, and be rather 
late in getting out of bed in the 
morning. 

If the fwelling i is but {mall, the fin 
not difcoloured, leaving the pit or 
mark of our finger after being prefled 
thereon, and returning only at night, 
and fhe being in other refpects of a. 
4ound and healthy conftitution, we 

advife 
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advife rollers or laced ftockings to be 
applied to her legs ; otherwife repeat- 
ing the bleeding at her arm, and ufing 
moderate exercife, and refting in bed by 
turns, is proper, and may anfwer. 

Thefe, or the like means, may in- 
deed abate thefe fwellings; but they 
can fcarcely be moved intirely till after 
delivery, when they will wear off gra- 
dually of themfelves. 

Srxtuty, Pains of the belly and 
back (fwellings of the legs and thighs 
going before) not only may feize a 
woman about the end of the eighth 
month, but even an afthma or arae 
nefs of breathing ; and frequent vomit- 
ings may come on at or after this time. 

For this cafe we generally in time 
order the bellies of thofe women that 
are inactive, or ufe no exercife, to be 
moderately fwathed, that the womb 
may be prevented from rifing too high 
towards the breaft, which at once pre- 
vents the afthma and vomiting; taking” 

K care 
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care that her belly may not hang over the 
fhare- bonetoomuch,bytoo tight rolling, 
_. As to medicines, we order much the 
fame as directed in the laft article; 
while we injoin her alfo the fame rules 
as to exercife as there mentioned. 
SrvENTHLY, Abortion or mifcar- 
riage is a difeafe that feizes a woman 
now and then during her pregnancy. 
When fhe lofes hey burden at any 
time from conception to the feventh or 
eighth, or even in the ninth month,. 
fhe is faid to mifcarry, or part with 
child (See Part i, Chap. iu, Article 9.) 
Innumerable almoft are the caufes. 
of this diforder ; but whatever be the 
particular caufe.of an abortion at any 
"time, it generally occafions before, cither _ 
the child’ s death in the womb, a fepa 
ration of the womb- cake, or too Kini | 
a ftretching and opening of its neck. 
and inward mouth. 2 
When.an abortion is thréatened, the 
ehild for fome time before is not felt 
too 
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to ftir; the bag of waters breaks, and: 
the woman is fenfible of a forcing 
- downin her womb} anit fabour coming 
on) fudderily, fhe at fength. lofes her 
burden. pa | 

At other times gripings in the belly, 
loofenefs and Jabour-pains happen be- 
fore the bag is broken: 

When no flooding attends, and the 
‘woman is not far gone with child, 
there is, as obferved (p.179.) feldomany 
danger ; fo we wait the courfe: of na- 
ture: only if fhe is timorous or weak, 
--wé! encoutage her, and endeavour to 
remove the weaknefs with fuch a nou 
rifhing and ftrengthening diet as for- 
merly mentioned, after we have firft 
853 her, if fhe appear from her frefhy 

ddy complexion, éce. full of blood, 
caf ordered her the ufual opening or 
gently purging medicines ; and at the 
{ame time fome of the quicting mix- 
ture, drops: of liquid laudanum, ten or 
fifteen: + came of Matthew’s pills, or 
At | K.-2 about | 
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about an ounce of fyrup of poppies at 
night, to procure her eafe and reft, 
efpecially when the happens to be very 
reftlefs, as has been often before di- 
rected. oe 
In the firft five months, the miti- 
eating or abating the flooding that. 
may attend, by the method and medi-. 
cines to be mentioned by and by, 
leaving the reft to nature, is all we 
can do, and by which the woman ge- 
nerally recovers and does well. G 
If the abortion proceeds from, or 1s 
accompanied with, the feparation of the 
cake of the womb, it is always  attend- 
ed with a flooding, greater or lefier, 
as the woman is more or lefs gone 
with child, and the cake more or lefs 
feparated from the womb. | 
A flooding is known from : the 
monthly difcharge of blood, formerly 
mentioned, by its flowing More largely, 
and after {mall intermiffions its return’ 
upon the woman's moving or ftirring. 
The 
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_ © The fhorter the time is. that fhe 1s 

gone with child, her danger from ety 
tion, as we have already obferved, 
the lefs, and the cure more certain ; 
for we may in that cafe, by the siti 
faid means, and keeping up her ftrength 
by the cordials and nourifhing diet 
above-mentioned, conduct her ae to 
the end of her reckoning. 

On the other hand, if a mifcarriage 
happens when a woman has been long 
gone with child, or any time. in the 
four laft months, the danger is great, 
and the: more fo the nearer fhe ap- 
proaches to the end of her time ; be- 
eaufe more blood is loft in a fhorter 
time, it flowing with fuch violence, 
that fhe quickly finks under the dif- 
charge, and foon dies, unlefs, if we 
cannot ftop it by the medicines men- 
tioned below, we deliver her inftantly,. 
either by our hand or otherwile, as 
has been fhewn already. 


i 
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The methed of cure and medicines 
(above referred to) inwardly and out- 
wardly applied, which we ufe en thefe 
eccafions, we come now to fpecify both 
more generally and more particularly. 

If the diforder proceeds from. any 
extraordinary fhock the woman has 
received in mind or body, and is feized 
with a fever, or any complaints from 
a fulnefs of blood, we bleed her with 
the lancet, either by way of prevention 
or precaution, and repeat the bleeding 
-as often as we fee need. j 

If from violent cou hing and vomit 
ing, we take away fome blood alfo, 
and give her of a mixture made up of 
a gill or four ounces of {pear-mint- 
water, two ounces of barley-cinnamon 
water, fixty or feventy grains of falt 
ef wormwood, two ounces-of juice of 
lemons, a quarter. of an ounce. of 
_{perma-ceti (difiolved in the yolk of 
an egg) thirty grains of magnetia alba, 
and an ounce of balfamic fyrup, well 

mixed 
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mixed together, a fpoonful or two three 
or four times:a day; or every now and 
then, when the cough and vomiting 
are troublefome. We prefcribe alfo the 
medicines formerly mentioned for pro- 
curing reft, or rather a grain or two 
of opium made into a pill, to be taken 
when very reftleis. 

If from over-much coftivenefs we 
direct the foftening injections, lenitive 
eletuary, and other opening things 
anwardly, as formerly. 

If from violent purging or loofénefs 
we order both in diet and medicine 
whatever may abate that and bind the 
patient, as half a drachm of diafcor- 
dium, diffolved in a little red wme and 
water, to be taken two or three times 
a day, with a decoction of burnt hartf- 
horn and its fhavings, as formerly di- 
rected, for her ordinary drink; but 
chiefly liquid laudanum or opium, as 
being the moft effectual often of all the 
medicines we can contrive. : 

? K 4 Alfo 


200 Of the Diseases of the 


Alfo in the cafe of {training at ftool _ 
we order thefe laft things, after the ufe | 
of fuch oily injections, as has been. di- 3 
rected above. | a 

If from convulfions we order bleed- — 
ing and medicines of the nervous kind, 
as three or four pills twice a day, 
made of a drachm of powder of Vale-. _ 
rian and Ruffia caftor, and ten grains — 

of falt of amber, and a {mall quantity _ 
of fyrup of peony, with a {poonful or 
two of a mixture made of mint, rue, 
and compound briony-water, of each 
two ounces, compound fpirit of laven- _ 
der, tin€ture of caftor, each a drachm 
and a half, and an ounce of fyrup of 
peony ; uling balm and te a tea 
for ordinary drink. 

_ If from uncommon longings or un- 
reafonable cravings, we advife her re-> © 
lations to minifter to her fatisfaction 
as. much as poffible, and to gratify her — 
appetite even with things that would — 
-otherwife be improper. Fee ra 
| If 
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~ If from the fight of ftrange or ter-- 
rible objects, we injoin her friends alfo, 
both by way of prevention and cure, 
to debar her every thing the leaft af-. 
fecting her fenfes. 

If from the paflions of the mind, 
endeavours fhould be ufed likewife to. 
alleviate or calm their turbulency by 
religion or reafon. 

If either the fever or flooding, ox 
both continue or increafe, befides re- 
peated bleedings, and keeping the wo- 
man’s body open with injections, &c. 
we order her to be confined to her bed, 
and to be kept rather cool than warm. 

We permit her to drink plentifully 
of a mixture of milk one pint, and 
water two pints; or of a quart of 
emulfion of fweet almonds, m which 
a quarter of an ounce of falt-nitre, and. 
three quarters of an ounce of double~ 
refined fugar, has been intimately difl- 
-folved and mixed; or of tincture of 
rofes ; or, in place thereof, a flight de- 
Ks coction 
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coction of about two ounces, of, con- 
ferve. of rofes in, an, Englith. pint ef, 
water, adding thereto as much. Of, {pirit! 
of vitriol as to, give it a moderate: 
tartnefs. % 
1 We ule, at, the fame ¢ ee, ives me- 
-digines. for, procuming fleep. and reff, 
which may ferve alfo to quiet any unr: 
eafy apprehenfions of mind fhe way be. 
under. 

As to her sic pile that may be: : 
of water-berry with milk, and alittle, 
loaf-fugar added. thereto, rice-gruel,. 
fago and red-wine with fugar, and fuch, 
dike; milk and. water with toaft ‘er, 
-water, im which a red hot-wom dias 
been feveral. tames quenched, and co-, 
--Joured with milk, or mixed with a lit- 
tle burnt claret wine ; ftrictly injoiming: 
her to abftain from every thing my dist ; 
high-feafoned or fireng. 

While we are ae the sien or: 
the like cooling and binding medicines} 
inwardly, we ‘order medicines of the: 
: fame 
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fame nature to be applied outwardly, 
as cloths dipped in vinegar and water, 
er four red-wine; to her back. and 
belly ; and when the flooding is very 
violent, to fill the paflage of the womb 
with tow, {punge, omlinen rags, .dip- 
ped in the fame liquors, adding fome 
powdered allum thereto, when wanted 
ftronger ; or even to throw up ftrong 
_ fpirits of wine or oil of turpentine with 
a fyringe, orat leaft dippmg a fpunge 
er rags therein to fqueeze them» into 
the paflage with the hand. 

» Should the violence of the flooding 
be happily thus abated, but yet ithe 
‘blood {till continuing to flow, thought 
not in fuch a quantity as to be in dan+ 
ger of bringing on death fuddenly, we 
perfiit im the ufe of thefe means, in 

order, if potiible, to {top it intirely 3 
ordering the patient, during the time 
fhe is taking the medicines, to {wallow 
red-wine and jelly of hartfhorn often, 
: but 
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but in a {mall quantity at a time; and 
mutton or chicken-broths by turns. ~ 
At the fame time, as long as her 
pulfe continues ftrong, we order her 
frengthening draughts every now and 
then, made of a mixture of barley- 
cinnamon water, and as much elixir. 
of vitriol mixed therein as to give it an 
agreeable fharpnefs, and {weetened with | 
loaf-fugar. | 
If fhe is weak and languid, we order 
her to take a fpoonful or two frequent- 
ly of the following mixture: Take of 
barley-cinnamon water four ounces, 
half a quarter of an ounce of the ex- 
tract of Peruvian bark, mix them well 
together, and fweeten with fugar as 
before. 3 Sie 
- We continue, likewife, the moderate 
and cautious ufe of the quieting medi- 
cines (as above) to procure her reft 
and fleep now and then; for without 
this the other things would be of little 
or no fervice to her, 
: But 
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But if thefe and the like means are 
ineffectual in {topping the flooding, as 
happens too often to be the cafe, efpe- 
cially in the three laft months of the 
woman’s going with child, there is no — 
other remedy but to deliver her by one 
or other of the methods above di- 
rected, | 


CHAP, 
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Of the Disnases of the MortuErR 
after DELIVERY. | 


1 perma Moft of the complaints. 
incident to women after delivery, 
proceed either from the ftoppage of 
the natural cleanfings of the womb, ‘or 
the feparation of the milk in their 
breaft at this time. 
The cleanfings is a flow and gradual 
difcharge of blood from the womb, 
that remains after the flooding ufual 
on delivery, only they are more pale 
in colour than that after the third day, 
while after the fifth they become more 
clear ; and fometimes, though feldom, 
they appear of a greenifh hue. | 
They generally continue to flow to 
the fifteenth or twentieth day after de- 
livery, though fometimes they lait a 
month > . dias 
This 


This difeafe confifts in their flowing 
either im too, snoat or too fmalb a 
quantity, | 

The fuft 1s known by the blcod 
continuing to flow exceifively, after’ 
about an Englifh pint or two have-been 
difcharged after the delivery» of "the 
after-biwden; frefh cloths being wet 
withoit, as faft as: they can be applied 
one after another, attended|with a pale 
countenance: im tle: patient,’ a coldness 
in her hands and feet; a weaknefs of 
her pulfe, and faintings. 

. Here we order much the fame things: 
as we do in the cafe of feedings’ aS, 
above-mentioned, ufing more or le 
of thele:medicines, and in ftronger or 
weaker dofes, as the difcharge of blood 
is. greater or {mailer; though: fome- 
times) only. fappoiting: her under the 
difcharge: with a nourifhing diet, as 
above, andi fach things: as Arenndien: 
broths, jellies, affes: milk, &c. toge. 
ther with fome cordial mixture, fuch 

as 
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as fal volatile and compound fpirit of 
lavender, mixed together, and taken to. 
the quantity of twenty or thirty drops. 
in red wine and water every now and 
then, when faintifh or low, may an- 


fwer: for in all kinds of floodings me-- __ 


dicines are of little or no fervice, reft, 
and the patient lying in bed, with her 
head rather low, being chiefly to be 
depended upon. 

SeconDLy, If the cleanfings hap-- 
pen to be in {mall quantity, or are: 
even quite ftopped, there is not fo. 
muuch danger, as is commonly 1ma- 
gined, efpecially if the caufe is but a 
provident drynefs of nature; only there- 
is a fever generally creeps on the wo-. 
man more or lefs, which may laft per- 
haps a few hours, and which indeed. 
feldom fails to attack lying-in women 
from their cleanfings growing lefs, in- 
confequence whereof their breafts begin 
to fwell out by degrees, 


In 
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In this cafe however, we generally 
take a little blood from her arm or 
ancle, if no other circumftances forbid 
it, and give her the opening medicines 
as formerly direéted, and alfo thofe 
that procure fleep occafionally. 

We order her alfo to {wallow plen- 
tifully warm thin drinks to promote 
perfpiration, as water-gruel, barley- 
water, white-wine whey, with a little 
of Mindererus’s fpirit mixed therein, 
or fack and faffron, or this laft drawn 
like tea, efpecially at going to bed; 
remembering all along that her body 
be kept open with foftening injections, 
and the gentle purgatives already often 
referred. to, and that her breafts be 
fucked by the mouth, or with pap- 
glaiies ; and finally, that thefe medi-_ 
cines be renewed as there is occafion. 

Turrpiy, After delivery women _ 
are fredacntly troubled with what are 
called the after-pains. 


Thefe 
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'Thefe do not iy oat eenerally ‘after 

they have borne the firft child, but af- 
terwards wien’ they are delivered of 
their following children. 

In order to Sepia thefe pains, im- 

mediately after the after-birth is deli- 
vered, we introduce our hand into the 
womb, and take care to clear it as 
much as poflible of clotted blood, but 
with all imaginable caution ands gee 
tlenefs. 

But if after this has been ent: and 
we have left any remains thereof to 
be pufhed out by nature, the is full 
troubled with ‘them, we give her the 
quieting mixture as above, in order to 
remove them; ufing at the fame time 
the opening medicines 'to keep her belly 
regular. Alfo a drop, or thirty grains 
of powdered fperma-ceti may be ufed 
for the fame end, and given thrée of 
four times a-day with fugar, or in any 
agreeable drink. - We repeat thefe me- 
dicines if they return, and continue 


them 
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them untd the. woman finds herfelf 
well. ) 
Let it be ebferved that; before any 
thing 1 is ufed for the remeval as hefe 
pains, 1f after fhe is delivered #1 

il 


_abate.of themfelves by salt: is uf 
her cleanfings happen to be in fmall 
quantity; thefe after- “pains, if mode- 
rate, may contribute to-her recovery ; 
io that we feldom order any thing for 
them. | 

FourTHLY, | About four. wae after 
a woman: is delivered, her breafts, .as 
we have faid, generally begin to grow 
full and painful, ftretchmg more and. 
more till the milk 1s etther fucked by 
the child, or, as often happens, runs 
gut at the nipples. 
.. Women. who do not give fuck, and 
do nothing to prevent their milk ga- 
thering in the breaits, or when it ts 
gathered there, ufe no means to carry 

it 
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it off, are fubject to what is called the 
-milk-fever. | , ese 
-Alfo thofe women who try too foon 
to fuckle, and continue it too long at 
a time, whereby their breafts and nip- 
ples inflame and {well, are attended 
with the milk-fever. But fuch as are 
healthy fuckle their own children, have 
ood nipples, their milk coming freely, 
are feldom or never feized with this 
fever. : Ae 
As to the cure. In thofe women 
who will not fuckle their children, we 
order their breafts to be covered with 
a platter fpread with diapalmy, or red- 
lead plafter, or cloths dipped in fpirits 
of wine and camphire, to be often ap- 
plied to them and the arm-pits : or- 
dering her at the fame time a light 
diet in fmall quantities, but often re- 
peated, together with thin diluting 
drinks, fach as lemonade, barley-water, 
whey, é&c. as formerly mentioned. 


Vet 
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Yet notwithftanding thefe means, a 
Sten and pain in the breaft begin 
commonly about the third day ; tho’ by 
reft, moderate {weating, and the ufe of 
thefe applications, theie generally wear 
off about the fixth day or fooner, efpe- 
cially if the milk runs from the nipples. 

If the woman catches cold, or is of 
a full habit of body, is irregular or in- 
temperate in her diet, thefe complaints 
increafe, and there comes on a cold 
{hivering and fever. 

In the cure we endeavour to pro- 
mote. perfpiration by the means that 
have been. fhewn above; or even, if 
poflible, we try to raife a breathing 
fweat ; for which purpofe we give the 
natisie half an ounce, or half a drachm 
or more of frefh Venice-treacle, to be 
diflolved and drunk in fome warm, 
thin, diluting drink, as fack-whey at 
going to-bed, adding a few grains of 
camphire thereto, if wanted f{tronger. 
If a fweat breaks out, fhe is generally 
3 relieved, 
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relieved): ‘efpecially if her niyk-is drawn | 
of at the fame time 3 by the Cane or 
glafies.: 

But ifthefe means-faily thie fever 4 ins 
creafing, we take away forme: blood, 
and apply to her bréafts a’ foftening 
poultice of white bread and milk, with 
fome marfhmaliow ointment, firft mol- 
lified with fome fweet oil mixed in it 5 
continuing {till in the ufe of the above 
medicines, to promote fweat. | 

Thus, though the fever may conti- 
nue for fome. days, yet a crifis or ‘dif- 
folution thereof generally happens either 
by fweat, a large difchar ge ‘from: the 
womb, br daldngs out in the fkin, 
loofe, milky ftools, o1 a boil forming 
in fome part of the body, aad-appear- 
ing, which we ripen and bring to a 
head: witht the common poultice of 
white bread’ and milk, or the lke; . 
when it either breaks of itfelf; or we. 
open it, and then‘draw and heal it with — 
bafilicon, Turner’s cerate, or dry lint. 

FIFTHLY, 
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Fir THLY, Afterdelivery there fome- 
times happens whatis called a falling 
down of the womb. | 
This we always take care to, endea- 
vour to remedy.in time; becaufe. it, is 
the harder to cure the lortacs it, 1s. neg - 
lected, whether it, be the paflage, of. 
the womb, or the, womb itfelf that. 
comes. down, . which. laft oftentimes. 
becomes incurable, | 
In order to cure the firft, we pufh 
up again the part that has fallen down, 
very gently with our warm hand, after 
we have fomented it with the foftening 
fomentation, and. applied the foftening 
poultice as formerly. directed, if ‘ls 
part is inflamed and. {welled much. 
When we have thus got it put up 
and replaced ; in order to keep it up,. 
wherein lies the greateft difficulty, we 
order the patient to reft much in bed 
in the day-time, and prefcribe her fome 
ftrengthening medicine. inwardly, fuch, 
as the following electuary: Take of 
conferve 


& 
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conferve of rofes two ounces, powder 
of bark half an ounce, japan earth a 
quarter of an ounce, dragon’s blood, 
allum and rhubarb, all in very fine 
powder, of each half a quarter of an 
ounce, and of fyrup of quinces as much 
as will make it into a foft electuary: 
of which fhe may take the quantity of 
a walnut twice or thrice a day, witha 
draught of red-rofe leaves drawn like 
tea; and outwardly we order the com- 
mon ftrengthening plafter to be applied 
to the fmall of her back. 

If it fhould fall down again, from 
her ftraining hard at ‘ftool, violent 


~ coughing, &c. it muft be replaced 


again, and the fame means continued 
till it remains up, and the cure feems 
to be wrought. 

The falling down of the sii itfelf 
when it happens, which is not often, 
generally does not appear till fome 
weeks, perhaps months, after delivery ; 
and as it comes on gradually, the 

woman 
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woman herfelf can, for the moft part, 
put it up with her own hand while fhe 
lies in bed; though when fhe rifes and 
walks, it is apt to fall down again. 

When this difeafe 1s not of long 
ftanding, and the womb does not come 
wholly through the outward mouth, 
yet if there appear any inflammation 
and {welling of the part, we bleed and 
give her cooling laxatives or gentle 
purges as formerly f{pecified, together 
with the application of the foftening 
fomentations and poultices warm, after 
fomenting for a quarter of an hour 
night and morning. 

When the infammation and: fwell- 
ing are thus difcufled or carried off, 
we pufh it up with a warm hand, as 
directed above ; and in order to retain 
or keep it in its place, we generally ufe 
a corroborating or ftrengthening fo- 
mentation made of pomegranate bark, 
balauftian flowers, red-rofe leaves, &c. 
with a little allum boiled in water ; 

L after= 
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afterwards introducing into the paf- 
fage, and applying to the part affected, 
what is called a peflary, which is a 
particular contrivance made of cork, 
fitted to the widenels of the paflage of 
the womb, of about half an inch, of 
thicknefs, with a hole in the middle of 
it, and laid all over with wax, to pre- 
ferve it from corrupting by the moifture 
of the parts, é&c. By the ufe of this, 
for fome confiderable time, a cure may 
be effected, the womb remaining, up 
of itfelf after the pefiary is. withdrawn, 
efpecially if the woman -is\ careful,of 
her own felf, ufes.a ftrengthening 
diet, and avoids all violent motion’ and. 
exducifecin2 ” Sie euedd: B88. BR 
But there is a peflary compofed of 
a ball and focket,: invented by the 
French, that anfwers better than the 
cork or wood peflaries, though fome-— 
times they anfwer very well, and may. 
be kept in for many years. The fmalier 
fized' ones we ule firft, as. they give the 
Ka A leaft 
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leaft pain. If we meet with much re- 
fiftance in their introduction, we vary 
the woman’s pofition, and raife her 
breech to make the paflage cafier ; 
always remembering to befmear the 
paflage of the womb and peffary with 
pomatum, and to take it out again if 
it occafions pain, and try another. 
Finally, if no peflaries can be applied, 
we ufe a bandage to fupply their place ; 
and, indeed, we never ufe them. but in’ 
cafes of the greateft neceffity, left in- 
curable inflammations be brought 
on, &e. nin | 
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| gions ‘In a new-born child the 
natural pafiages through which 
nature is eafed by ftool or urine, are 
fometimes filled up with fome glairy 
or flimy ftuff, or with a thin mem- 
brane or fkin; but very feldom or ever 
fo intirely and clofely {hut up as not to 
have the leaft trace or mark of a 
paflage. 

‘When the ate for urine in a 
male is but ftuffed a little with fome 
foftith fubftance, after the child’s belly 
has been held near the fire, and the 
parts rubbed with a mixture of oil of 
camomile and rue, we gently intro-_ 
duce into the paflage, as.far as the 
bladder, a {mall probe or filver wire, 
bended fomewhat as it were in the 

ekg form 
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form of the letter S, and thereby clear 
it of the obftructing matter. 

In a female this is more eafily effect- 
ed, as we ufe a ftraight probe inftead 
of the crooked one. Much the fame 
method we ufe in the other pailage, 
when ftuffed up. 

In a female child alfo, fometimes 
the entry of the paflage of the womb 
is covered with a very thin fin ; which. 
-obftruction, when it happens, as it is 
gener ally but flight, we eafily cure with 
the fnip of a pair of fciffars. 

When thefe paflages are without the 
leaft veftige or. mark of an. opening 
naturally, there is a necefflity of making 
an artificial opening with a fharp- 
pointed knife or lancet, though there 
is-little hopes of fuccefs. We'keep the 
wounds open with tents or doflils of 
lint. 

SeconpLy, In new-born children 
alfo, there happens fometimes to arife 
from the under part of the mouth a 

2% thin, 
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thin, fkinny fubftance, ftretching al- 
moft to the tip of the tongue, called 
tongue-tying or tongue-tacking, which 
hinders them from fucking. j 
-'This diftemper we likewife cure with 
a fingle fnip of the fciflars.: | 
If inftead of this thin {kin, the tongue 
is confined by a thick red fubftance, 


we firetch it gently but frequently with 


our fingers: or if it appear like proud 
- fiefh, we touch it with the velvet cauftic, 
or a piece of blue ‘vitriol if flight, 
whereby it generally waftes away. 
TuHigpLy, Sometimes the bones of 
the fkull, after the child is: born, hap- 
pen to wrap or lie over one another; 
the hairy fcalp firft feeling wrinkled, 
and then enlarged to a fwelliig, occa 
fioned-by the hardnefs of the labour. 
If this happens to the bones of the 
forehead, it is called a mould-fhot- | 
head; but if it is in’ the hind-head,_. | 
then it goes under the name of a 
horfe-fheesmould. dp dpe 
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In thefe cafes, when the child is de- 
livered, we allow the navel-ftring at 
cutting to bleed to about the quantity 
of twofpoonfuls, efpecially if the in- 
fant is ftrong and full grown. 

Here we try alfo another method, . 
namely, to pinch or whip it, fo as to 
make it cry, whereby the bones.of the 
head are often forced outwards into 
their natural fituation agai. 

_ If the head has not been long prefied 
in the birth, and is not much inflamed, 
we can fometimes artfully reduce it 
into the natural ftate by our hand. 

If the head fhould happen to be 
mifhapen, we caution the nurfe againtt 
binding or preffing it in the leaft, as 
thereby the brain would be comprefied 
or hurt by the bones of the fkull, and 
occafion fevere convulfions, if not death. 

-Fourtuny, There isa thick, tough 
kind of excrements, being their firft 
excrements, called the meconium, that 
ftaffs up the guts or bowels of new- 

ce ey ae born 
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born children ; and which, for their 
future health, uch to be ¢ ‘purged off 
as foon as poffible. 

This purgation often proves efectual 
in curing the laft-mentioned diftem-: 
per; inafmuch as the drawing down 
the humours from the infant’s head by - 
purges, contributes much to the bones 
of che {kull. being eafier returned: to 
their natural te iat | 

In order to purge off the aiuaie 
excrements of children, we. prefcribe 
moderately {harp Gippoften ies, fuch as. 
that common one made of. the lower 
end of a tallow-candle, fhaped down 
into the form of the little finger, and~ 
befineared all over with honey, and- 
~ common fea-falt powdered ; and after. 
wards the common injections. with: 
Epfom. falts in them as formerly men- . 
tioned, in a {mall quantity ; or a mix= » 
ture. af fyrup of pale rofes three 
drachms, and fyrup of buckthorn one - 
drachm or more, if there be occafion, - 

and 
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and to be repeated oftener or feldomer, 
as the child is {trong or weak. 

It is obfervable here, that if the child 
takes pap as thin as whey, for the firft 
two-days after st 1s born, or if it fucks 
its mother’s: milk, which begins. to’ 
come off, as aforefaid, about the third 
day, it will generally be fufficient to 
purge off the meconium ;’ and this na- 
tural purge is rather better atfirft than 
the above artificial ones. 

If the mother’s milk cannot be had; 
that of a nurfe lately delivered will 
anfwer as well. If the purgative qua~ 
lity of the milk is decreafed, we order 
the nurfe repeated dofes in fmallquan- _ 
tities of fome purging medicine, asthe ~ 
lenitive eleétuary, manna, &c. by which 
its virtue: will be recovered, and the 
little patient be: gious aay for 
the: firft:time. : ia 

if the child 1s brought up by the 
hand, we-order it to be fed with loaf- 
bread and fpring-water, boiled up like 

| ae panada, 


226 Of the DISEASES 


panada, and mixed with as much of 
cows milk, and fometimes even with 
the broth of mutton or fowl. 

-Freruty, If a child is feized with 
convulfions foon after delivery, from a 
preflure upon the brain in the bith, 
they prove fometimes fatal. 

In this cafe, if the navel-ftring at 
tying has not been allowed to bleed, 
we generally open the vein of the neck, 
and take away one or two ounces of 
blood therefrom, purge off the meco- 
nium, and apply a fharp bliftering 
plafter between its {houlders. 

if the child’s fcalp is bruifed, 1n- 
flamed, or fwelled, we order a little 
vinegar, fpirits of wine and camphire, 
and. oil of camomile by infufion mixed 
together, to be rubbed into the part 
affected ; and after that the bread and 
milk poultice applied warm over pg 
m order to difperfe it. 

If the {welling 18 large, and there 
feems to be matter in it, we open it 

with 
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with a lancet, difcharge the matter, 
cleanfe and heal the wound, with 
Areus’s liniment and cerate as ufual. 
Sixtuty, The body of a new- -born 
child is fometimes covered over with — 
little red fpots, called the red-gum, 
which generally proceeds from coftive-’ 
nefs, the meconium not having been 
at firft fufficiently purged off, as has 
been. directed above. 
In the cure therefore we ufe the fame 
method as mentioned there, namely; 
to purge off gently that offending mat- 
ter from the bowels; or if the child 
is much coftive, to open and purge 
the humours from the body, we pre=- 
feribe a quarter of an ounce of manna, 
to be difiolved in a cup of hot-tea; 
ftrained and given warm; or. even fix 
or eight gr ains of powder of. rhubarb, . 
or the mixture of fyrup of pale roles 
and buckthorn as above, to be taken 
im a morning fafting, and repeals ted as 
there directed. | | 
L, 6 When 
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When the {tools are green and curd- 
led, we endeavour to cure that by 
giving between whiles, twice or thrice 
a day in the child’s pap, fifteen or 
twenty grains of finely powdered fhells ; 
er, rather what is much. better, and 
will at once keep the body open, and 
correct the green ftools, a drachm 
er two of what is called meni alba 
in a day. 

In the other kind ef gum we keep 
the body open alfo with the ufe of the 
_ fame medicines; only we here gene- 
rally give the powder of rhubarb, and 
the fhell powders by turns, when the 
{tools come away much greenuh.. 

If the feurf or thinneft {kin has been 
rubbed off any part of the child’s body, 
we order it to be bathed with warm 
milk, and foftened by anointing the 
parts affected with fome pomatum. 

SEVENTHLY, The thruth or {mall 
round fores in the mouth is another 
diftemper, to which infants are: often 

| fubject, 
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fubjeét, and is fometimes dangerous 
when neglected in the beginning, 

“The figns of this malady are oi ipes 
in the belly, and loofe, green, weak- 
ening f{tools, preventing the nourifh- 
ment and reft of the chtid, and bring- 
ing oi a fever; yet there generally ap- 
pear firft {mall white ipeck on the 
lips, tongue, and infide of the mouth ; 
in the leatlocasies alfo, and even tie 
unfide of the guts is lined with them 

-- Thefe: fpecks g erow thicker and 
peorbhar and in thie ssp are yel- 
low, and then turn of a dackith colour. 

The watery ftools, called the water y 
gripes, become more frequent, the 
ipecks too turnig in time to little foul 
ulcers or fores, and at laft fometimes: 
quite mortify and turn black, when: 
death is near at hand. 

Sometimes, indeed, there are no 
watery {tools accompaiy the thrufh, 
whileat other times the watery foals 
have no’ thrufh along with them. 

sag In 
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In the cure, we order as foon-as 
poflible repeated doles, as above, of the. 
magnefia alba, or of the fhell powders, 
twice or thrice a day, with four or five 
grains of powdered rhubarb every third 
night. 

If the milk is either too binding or — 
purgative, we either give fuch medi- 
cines, as aforefaid, to alter its quality, 
or order the nurfe to be changed : or, 
if the child-is brought up by the hand, 
we order woman’s milk and weak- 
broths mixed for it; or, if the infant 
cannot fuck, cows, afles, or mares 
milk thinned down with fpring or 
barley-water. 

When the child 1s much weakened, . 
we advife a few drops of oil of cinna- 
mon or anife to be dropped on a little 
fugar, and mixed with its pap, as 
chiefly ferviceable in this cafe. 

. Ercarupy,; There is another fevere 
diforder with which children are fre" 
quently afflicted, called teething. — 

ek ae 
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They begin to breed their teeth ge- 
nerally about the feventh, or at fartheft, 
the ninth or:tenth month of their age.» 

Thofe children who are healthy, and 
open in their belly, are eafieft panier: 
this difeafe. 

When the teeth fhoot their fharp 
points from the gums, they often oc- 
cafion great inflammation and pain, 
which when continuing violent bring 
on a fever, or even convulfions that 
not unfrequently prove mortal. 

In order to the prevention or relief 
of this often painful diftemper, we ge- 
nerally cut down the fwelled gum to 
the tooth with a fharp knife or lancet. 

If the child 1s ftrong, the pulfe quick, 
the fkin hot and dry, we open the ju+ 
gular or neck-vein with the lancet, 
- and order the common laxative milk 
wyection to be thrown up into the. 
belly, every now and then, to dea it 
open and cool, 
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If. the infant fhould.be low or waft- 
# we order it a few drops of the 
{pirit of hartfhorn in a little fack and 
water, or any other agreeable drink. 

If the fever and. convulfions conti- 
nue, we treat them, as is above direct 
ed, for thefe diforders; particularly in- 
joining bliftering plafters to be applied 
to the head behind the ears, or to the 
back between the fhoulders. 

Nintrury, New-born-children’ are 
often troubled with fome outward dif-~ 
eafes, particularly with what are called 
excoriations of the ikin, namely, feve-. 
ral parts of they bodies, as m_ their 
neck, behind their ears, and in their 
groin become raw, or the {kin 1s ftrip-- 
ped or peeled off, and difcharges a 
humour more or lefs therefrom. | 

This difeafe, indeed, fometimes is 
unavoidable in fat or grofs children 5. 
though it proceeds rather from the» 
nurfe’s carelefinefs, or neglect of wafh= - 


ing 
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ing and keeping thefe parts of their 
body clean. 

It is generally cured by the ufe of 
fome drying applications, fuch-as that 
of fine powder of cerufs or white lead, 
white ointment, &c. 

We feldom, at leaft, with the utmoft 
caution, dry up any ouzing or run- 
ning behind a child’s ears; as fuch 
outlets of offending humours are ge- 
nerally wholfom, and preventive of 
worte difeafes. | 

To conclude. Moft of the out- 
breakings of the fkin of young ‘chil- 
dren we cure by the repeated ufe of 
gentle purgatives, as formerly men- 
tioned; giving between thefe allo, 
twice a day for three or four days, 
according as the child is ftronger or — 
weaker, fome grains of a black pow- 
der, called Atthiop’s mineral inward- ~~ 
ly ; together with the outward appli- 
cation in the’ end, when neceilary, of 

a 
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a little of a lmiment made of a {mall 

quantity of the fofteft pomatum, mix? 

ed up with a few grains of milk of 

fulphur, and fomewhat lefs of white 

precipitated mercury to’ the parts af. 

feéted at bed-time. em 
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DELIVERIES and DISEASES. 


* A 
Bortion, to prevent Page 176, 194 
After-birth, to deliver 

After-pains, to relieve Pas 

Arms of the child lying double in the paf- 
fage of the womb, to deliver 167 

Afthma in women with child, to relieve 

193 
B. 

Back parts of the child prefenting with the 
head, breech, thighs upwards to the — 
nose of the womb, to deliver 158, 

163 

Belly bd fatto to deliver 158, 163 

Bones of the fkull lying over one another, 


to relieve ; 229 
Boundnefs in the belly of women with 
child, to-relieve 189 
Boundnefs in the belly of new-born chil- 


dren, to relieve 223, 229 
: : Brealt 
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Breatt prefenting before the bag of waters 
is broken, to deliver 164, 165, 170 
Breech or buttock prefenting, to deliver. 
JHAs HAs PES 

nee ee out in the fkin of new-born chil- 


dren, to relieve pots SD BR, 

Bruifes in the child’s head received in the 

birth, to relieve 63 
fa, = 


Child after delivery to manage 
Chin prefenting to the rump-bone, &c. to | 
‘deliver - cng, or rey are 
Cleanfings too little to promote 208 
Cl leanfings too much to abate ~ 206 | 
Cepootions in new-born children, to-re- 
lieve : 226 _— 
Coitivenefs:in mother and child, to-réheve — 
a 189, 223, 227 _ 
ob). RSS 


Difficulty of making water in the mother ~ 

and child, to relieve : 1875 220°" 

Ear prefenting, &c. to deliver 164, 168, _ 

176+ 

Excoriations in new-born call diet to re- 

lieve '. Tonic) ‘sy ass pgs 
Face prefenting, to deliver 1 13,164,168,170 
Feet prefenting, to deliver | 138, 758 


Floodings 


Detivertzes and Diseases. 
Floodings before delivery : 176 
Floodings after delivery nM aed 
Forehead pigieting: 8c. to deliver 935 

16>, 158,164 

Hocehead tured to one fide of the bafin,. 

to deliver: i BSG O ey PS | 

Forehead ie, to the fhare-bone, to de-. 

sever. b9V19925 109, 121 
Fore-parts of the child prefenting with the 

navel- tring in Ang paflage 158, 

. SQ8 1: 3 ' 160 

agod enuG: | 

The; gum in new-born cuilcuen: to saflabe | 

AQ | . a 

Head.of the child bruifed in the birth, to 

relieve 63 

Head high in the bafin, zc. to deliver 116, 

| 20 Iao. A 2a. 307 

nee low in the bafin, to deliver Bit 

7 | PEF, -T16)' 13's 

Head large prefenting, to deliver 116, 

7 £17,, 920, 122, 170 

Head lying forward over the fhare. bone, 


to deliver “WOT, 122 
Head. uncertainly prefenting, to. deliver 
se 2 


Hip prefenting, to deliver 152, 157,158 
Horfe-fhoe-mould in new-born éhildetee 
to relieve | 222 


Hemorrhoids 
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Hemorrhoids in women with child, to re- | 


lieve 190 
Knee of the child prefenting, to deliver 
| | 138, 158 


| L. 
- Lingering labour from the ftiffnefs of the 
parts, &c. to deliver > a @lhuiee Se 
Lingering labour from the contraction of 
the womb’s mouth about the body, ec. 
: 117, 124, 125, 165 
~ Lingering labour from the forehead being 
turned to one fide of the bafin 58,111 
Lingering labour from the navel-ftring 
twifted about the neck or body 50, 124. 
Lingering labour from the toughnefs of 
the bag of waters ; 5A. 
Lingering labour from the waters in too- 


{mall quantity Fi Z 
Loathingin women with child,to relieve 186 


Milk diforders after delivery, to relieve 
* aes 
Mifcarriage, to prevent 1976, 194 
Mother after delivery, to manage, 75 

- Mould-fhot-head, to relieve 222 
Natural birth, to deliver es GB} 


Natural paflages of the child ftopped, to: 


relieve 220) 
Navel-:- 


Derivertes and Disgases. 
Navel-{tring coming down iy the child’s 


head sing 
Blayel- {tring to tie and cut Owed 
Navel- ftring twifted about the neck or bly 

of the child, cor 50, hay 
Neck prefenting before the bag of waters 

is broken 164, 165,170 
Nurfing 3 | 86 


Pains of the belly and back, to relieve 30, 


: a> $925 302 
2 Py les in women with child, to ee 190 - 


5. 

Shsiptndle of breathing it in women with child, 
to relieve « 19: 
Shoulder prefenting, to deliver 158, 164, 
165, 167 
_ Shoulder refting on ee lah bone, &c. to 
deliver 108 
Sicknefs at ftomach in women with child, 

9 4@. Felie vel? yee. ‘ 186 
Side of the child prefenting, to b delve ERG, 
Signs of a dead child in the womb 106 
Skin raw in new-born children, to relieve 


029 
Skull-bones Bhi over nati other in new- 
born children, to relieve a2 2 


; Stoppage of the natural paflages of new- 


born children, to relieve 220 


Stoppage ~ 
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Stoppage in making water in women with 


child, to relieve 187 
Swelling’ of the legs, &c. in women with 
child, to relieve — : 1gt 

J be 
Teething in pete tGreeve’ > | =230 
F Py Rruth, ro meheve 228 
“ T6ngue- tied, to relieve 221° 


Turning the child in the womb 116, 118, 
428; 463, 164, &c. 


Twins, to dsuven 173. 


ae 
_ Vomiting in women with child, to relieve 
/ ee | 186 
3 ae 
Womb falling down Gas delivery, to re- 
lieve ee oe “py Sales 


